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NATURAL HISTORY GRQUP VISIT TO THURSLEY. NATURE RESERVE

i A.fige Q@y greeted about 14 members of the Natural History Group on
fundgy&ﬁﬁph;gugus;¢319834Qwhﬁn*they gathered near Thursley Villape.CQickef
cround and wnet Mr Ray ¥Fry, the warden. Mr Fry manages annroxim;tely 800
acres of heathland and bog for the Surrey Trust for Naturé;Conservation.

‘ On the wey to the heathland Ray Fry pointed out the activities ef the
pairy-legged mining bee, each well established in its own individual tunnel
excaygted i the sandy 2uil near the cricket ground. The Group cculd not
miss a large buddleia tree and sowme time:.was spent photographing the many
hutterfligs, such as Tortoiseshell, Painted Lady, Peacock, Small Ccpﬁer and
Creyling, which Tind thig shrub attractive. -4s we apprcached the heathland
and walked Jown what was once the Q1d Portsmouth Read, ncw just a sand track,
the Grouvp was rewarded with a wouderful view of unddlating cover pfb%iéed
by the wmauve bell heather and the pale blue ling. » ‘

The bird watchers among the Grour were rewarded with a"gdéh giﬁhfing
af a Dartf rd Warbler and two Greer Woondneckers.

is the party prosressed to lower ground, the terrain, although fairly
dry, took on the aprearvance ~f acid bog land and many wild flowers, usually
faund in this envivenment, were'in evidence.  The yellcw hog asphodel had
anlmnet finished flewering, but was still in evidence, and two species nf sun-
dew, rcund-lcaf and lorng-leaf, were growing in abundance. This insectiv:rous
plant, wnabtle to obtain nrotein from the acid soil, traps insects upon its
leaves which ¢’fe besdr of sweet nectar on the tin of tiny hairs as a bait
to unwary inscoto. Oze plant exaibited the shell of a wasp which had been
Arained »f a1l antecient ang in time its light-weight body would be blown away
by the wind, lexving the leaf avea free for the next victim.

In the monagemsat ¢f the area a number of small ponds had been con-~
stracted to mszist in drainage. In one of the ponds was the lesser bladder
wrt growing in The uvater. This plant «1lso has a curious system for obtaining
provein inssmuch az the rooi svstem is covered with tiny bladders which act
like vacuvl cleaners, ouching in tiny water-borne insects which are then

dizested hy the »lunt.

To name just a few of the plants seen, beginning with the rather rare
marsh hypericuw, there were tae lesser ckullcan, jointed rush, cross-leaved
heath, soagnum compactum, black bog rusk and heath rush.

ifter aprroximately a three-mile wilk through this most interesting
srea the Groun returned vis a field on nigher ground, also ranaged hy the
‘rust, which was coverced with perforate St Johns wort and a rather rare hoary
cinjuefoil . )

Ray Fry was thanked by everycne for a very pleasant afternoon and the
none was expresecd that the Group would come earlier next year to see¢ the
orchids for which the area is renowned.

S K. H. Bourne

Lo s A ——r——. 15 Y .

GRCRETARY'S REPORT

The Aeati on 23%rd July of our member, Mrs Kuth Whapshott, is recorded -
with sadaese. We extend our sympathy to Bob. The Scciety was represented
by Jim Oliver at Guildford Crematoriua cn 29th July.
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New Members
lhe are yplemsed to welcome the following new memubers:

Mr D. R. Jennings, 53 Maple Road, Ripley.
Mrs K. E. Mundy, Bramley Cottage, 0ld School Lane, Send Hill, Send.

Total membership consists of 103 couples and 72 single members.

Sutton Place

I have been sent a number of brochures for the forthcoming pregramme
of events being put on by the Sutton Place Heritage Trust at Sutton Place.
4 brief account cf Sutton Place, which was built about 1523 by Sir
Richard Weston, wes given in Newsletter 37. Since that time the house has
been restored under the directicn of Sir Hugh Casson, and the garﬂen land-
scanped by Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe '"on a scale unparalleled in the twentieth
century". The Trust has been established by the new owner to preserve and
maintain the house and garden and to arrange exhibitions, concerts and lec-
tures at Sutton Place. The restoration and landscaping has not been without
criticism, but a visit would enable one to make ur one's own mind. Please
contact me if you would like a brochure.

Ripley 01ld Schocl

The ~1d Natiecnal Schonl next to the Church in Ripley High Street, gk
in 1846 to the design of Henry Woodyer, was sold oy aucticn cn 21st July.
It has since been demolished and the - site completely cleared for the building
of houses. The school, built of flint and brick, and nrizinally with
separate entrances for boys and pirls as a prominent feature, ceasged being
used as such in 1967, after which it was bought by Ripley Church for use as
s church hall, although school meals continued to be prepared in the kitchen
for some time afterwards. 4 number of our members received their primary
education there; our Treasurer recalls lessons in the air-raid shelters in
the early nart of the Second World Wsr and in particular the characteristic
musty smell of damp concrete. The shelters were probably some of the last
remaininz in the country, having been demnlished »nly a counle of weeks ago
at the sane time =8 the school itself.  The Saciety has a photomraphic
record of thé scheol, which was on the site of a forumer vicarage and vicarage
garden.,

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, 7th October ... Buildings Group Meeting at 8 n.n, at the Manor
House,; Send Marsh.

Thursday, 14th Octcber ... Natural History Group Discussion Evening on Fungi

at 8 p.m. at Heath Farm, Tannery Lane. Please let Ken Bourne at
Guildford 223028 know if you are proposing to attend.
2w

Thursday, 25th October ... Open meeting =t the Church Rnom, Send Road, Send,
at 8 p.m., when Ken Dawson will give an illustrated talk on “wild Flowers
Along the Local Waterways'. '

Thursday, 28th Octocber ... Committee Meeting at & p.m. at Heath Farm,
Tannery Lane. et

Friday, 12th November ... Bulldings Group Mecting at 8 n.m. at Send Court Farm.
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Saturday, 13th November 3
tas avenber Surrey Loca istory o6 (chi
School, Dorking, on the theme ”Suripglegii ﬁymPZSlEm S
L i i > = e At which the Societ i
mount a display The day starts 1 i ‘ e
runt ay. I day eta at 10.320 a.m. with exhipit i
viewing, The opportunity of the e : e it
; 5. g OPNe g e year tno meet pennle with similar
1nteres§s tao our own from arcund the county and to see what they have
b:e? @o%ngf Tickets are £1 to members if bought in advaﬁce, o 1,50
at the donr. Money with orders, vplease, to the Secretary, Les Rowerman
by 1st November. ’ 4 240
Thursday, 16th November ... Open meeting at the Church Room, Send Road Send
when 3ab Clayden will give the second half of his illustrated tali 01 :
"Farming thrcugh the aazes".

Friday,k10th December ... Buildings Group Meeting at Muir House, Brooklyn Road
Woking, :

Wednesday, 15th December ... annusl Christmas Social at the Hed Cross Hall
Sandy Lane, Send. ‘

CLOSING DATE for submission of material for the next issue of the Newsletter
will be Mnnday, 8th November.

SEND & RIPLEY HISTORY SOCIETY DISkLaY
FLOWER FESTIVAL - 10th-12th SEPTEMBER 1982
St MARY THE VIWGIN, SEND

Send & hipley History Snciety sunported the Flower Festival held at
S5t Mary the Virgin, Send, with a display of photographs and documents relating
to the church. In additien the ancient church chest was moved from the rear
of the church to the chancel and became a feature for a wild flower display
arranged by Jill Bromley and Phyllis Bourne.

The Histeory Scciety's display (designed and mounted by Ken Bourne and
supported by Derek Bromley and Ken French) comprised photographs of the
church plus photeocopies of lithographs, the earliest of which was dated 1819
and showed the South Bast view before repairs were carried cut to the
crenellations of the tower and removal of the flagstaff from the centre of
the tower raoof. An early mosteard showed the ancient elm tree to the right
of the lychgate complete with a steel strap made from cart tyres which |
gncompassed the circumference of the tree and placed in pasition on the day
the news o»f the Relief of Mafeking was received in 1900. There were also
many views of the congtruction details of the church, particularly internal
views of the middle chamber and roof of the tower, areas not normally seen
by the public. Detailed photographs of the ancient door lockand church
chest were 2lso on display. Two photographs of particular interest were
those of the Royal Arms showing the Arms both before and after restoration

by the Society.

Amonw the copies of docuuments on display was an early account (17%97)
of arrangements made by the churchwardens and others for the inoculation

azgainst smallpox of certain members of Send & Ripley parish. There was also
a photocapy of a page from the marriage register of 1654-56, a rare example
of a record in the church registers during the Commonwealth period. Copies

of Churchwardens' Accounts for 1639 and 1640 gave details of repairs to the
church raof and the vell ringing apparatus.

Over the three-day period, from 10th-12th September, over 1,000 visitors
came to see the Flower Festival and the Histery Society's display. Indeed
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:a large number of the History Society mewmbership was welcomed by the Chairman,
very ably assisted by Gloria Hensnn, Mavis TLake, Jill & Derek Bromley,

Rita Goliup, Tony & Pat Medlen, Barbara Tinkler, and John Slatford, who acted
as Stewards for the History Society display over the three-day periad. Our
thanks are alsc due to the staff of the Guildford Muniment Room for providing
photocopies of original documents and to Ted Goldup, Derek Bromley and

Ken French, who assisted in repositioning the church chest in the chancel,

WIFLEY HOUSES

The Editor has included the following reports by K. W. E. Gravett and
J. Oliver on houses in the Parish of Ripley which were part of a survey in
the district. Mr. Gravett is Chairman of the Surrey ILocal History Council,
and an authority on early houses, and is included as a pguest contributor.

It is a great pleasure to thank the ocwners and occupiers of houses that
we have visited. Too many ~f them we2have been complete strangers, anncunced
by nothing but a knock at the door. We have never ceased tn be amazed and
gladdened by the readiness of so many people to open their houses to those
who are interested in old buildings and we are impressed by the devotion with
which they look after the houses in their care,

It augurs well, despite all that the speculators and developers may
attempt, for the preservation of our architectural heritage.

J. Oliver

THE GEQRGE INN, RIPLEY, SURREY

Now Cedar House and Tudor House

the Homes of Mr & Mrs D. M. L. Bolt and Dr & Mrs R. L. Gale

This house is largely timber-framed and of three storeys, with part
cellars, but is very complicated and made up of several parts.,

There is a long block 4 B C D, parallel to the road and probably of five
bays. This was originally of two storeys and atties, with a roof cf rafters
resting on a wall plate at the level just above the two bay windows in the
front. This had a "dropped tie truss", so the attics were used - most likely
date for this truss c. 1620-1650. The four gables in the rear were contem-
porary, the second one containing the stailr (at E) with closed string and
turned balasters, with half balasters affixed to plain newel post, each with
a ball finial. The gables had collars and rafters only and had no sign of
jowls in the upright post.

About 1840 there were large alterations at the South West end. The
bow windows were added, also the dnorcases with reeding and roundels (and =a
similar marble fireplace upstairs) and the wall was rebuilt in Flemish Bond
with a french windnw. At the same time the ronfs were rebhilt in the form
of two parallel ranges, the rear one being narrow and both having ridge pieces.
The paranet in the front of the house was raised and the ceiling sleped down-
wards to give maximum light from inserted windows. In the Attics were
several pine docrs of triple planks with recessed centres reused from more
important rooms in the building. :

The chimney in the two North West rooms had a passageway cut through
it about this tiwe (18L40), but was originally nlder and has a fing early.
17th century stone surround with a flat four-centred arch and a lintel W}th
griffons and strapwerk arranged symmetrically about a central (empty) shield
(F). This may have been imported, but is in Upper Greensand, and there are
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local parallels, On the other side of the stack on the first floor was a

coentemporary fireplace with curved timber lintel, the hellow chamfer of which
- Wwas continued in the brick plers. '

The ground floar room at the North EBast end was fully panelled, perhaps
at the -end of the 18th century. ;

Some time abcut 1800 a single bay was addel in brick (with an end-
chimney) teo the South East (with a cellar underneath) (B C ¢ H), . This was
once a butcher's shop with a door in front of the éhimney and would appear
when built to have been separate from the inn. This had a fine fireplace
upstairs, with Icnic pilasters and a panelled lintel, The windows were
saf nes, but without horns. Behind the shop was a small parlour with a corner
fireplace. This led to a kitchen block (M N 0 B) parallel to Rose Lane and
beyond this was a former building, with .louvre ventilators, believed to be
& slaughterhouse (J K L M). Both these builldings had side purlins and angle
struts, although a small extension over the kitchen stairs had a single queen
strut truss. Neither is likely to date from before 1600,

A finé closet with access from the intermediate landing of the open well
staircase at E is an added amenity of about 1800. The siting of this
feature in the house is one generally favoured by the improvers of this
period.

HOSE COTTAGE, NEWARK LANE, RIPLEY
The House of Mr- & Mrs P. Cliff

Rose Cottage consists of a sinegle bay, one and a half storey crosswing,
with clasped through-purlins and collars. The fine brick stack with arched
opening probvably dates from c. 1620.

The crosswing was attached to a block parallel to the road, anc was
unfortunately truncated in the last century. The roof of this block has
been rebuilt and there is no sign of smoke-blackening. Although the cross-
wing may have been added to an earlier house, there is no evidence for this,
and the whole may be contemporary.

There is a new front wall and back wall to the crosswing of ¢. 1800 in
briclk, - :

RICH/ARDSONS' HARDWARE SHOr, HIGH STREET, RIFLEY

Formefly Sink Cottames, the House of Mr & Mrs J. 4. Richardson

Richardsons' Hardware contains a fine two-bay crosswing, orizinally
associated with a hall of high gquality, since rebuilt. The central truss
has a plain crown post with two braces up to the collar purlin, .The.front
wall to the street was gabled, and the first floor may have been jettied,
but the ronf to the rear was hiuvped. There was originally a single room
of quality on the first fleor and a similar one at ground level,

The most likely date is the first half of the 15th century.
K. Gravett & J. Oliver

BIRD KEPORT - JULY/AUGUST

July was a guiet month for birds.at Fapercourt with mainly only t@e
breediﬁg birds muych in evidence:- . Notable birds did 1nclude cgckoo, llFt1?
grebe, little cwl, heron; on the 24th 36 Canada Geese appeared along with

: el S 4 : il :  th
two common sandpiners, little ringed plover and a moulting male ruff wit
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orange legs, The following day a green sandpiper joined them at Panercourt
and there was a snipe and four more green sandpipers at Ripley Sewage Farm,
On the 31st two common terns were seen resting on the muddy spit on the lake
velonging to Messrs Hall Aggregates at Grid Ref. 035563.

On August 1st there were five migfant green sandpipers and a lesser
spotted woodpecker at the sewage farm. There were four green sandpipers
again on the 8th and at Tapercourt nine swans, 80 mallard, 40 Canada Geese,
a heron and a common sandpiper:

]

Two migrating swifts hawked insects over Grove Heath Lane before =
thunder storm on August 10th:

From the 12th to the 25th I was on holiday with Les, Anne and
Guy Bowerman in Austria. Birds seen included: hobby, crested tit, short
toed treecreeper, black redstart (very common), red backed shrike (fairly
commsn), serin, pied flycatcher, white stork (nesting picture postcard fashion
on chimneys), golden orioles (several colonies), great bustard (breeding
coleny), spoonbill, great white egret, Montagu's Harrier, great reed warbler.
Crossbill (breeding ¢olonies), nutcracker, golden eagle, firecrest (breeding
colony), raven, Alpine Chough, sncw finch, Alpine dccentor, redstart; and
little gull, black term, hrctic skua, gannet and kittiwakes from the Channel
ferry:

In the last few days of August Fapercourt was fairly quiet, migrants
including ringed plover, spotted redshank, black tailed godwit.
D. Nurney

Editorial Note: 4lse viewed with great interest wes a caolony of marmots
below the Grossglockner viewing platformn. :

MISS J. M, BECK, ARCHIVIST

Members of cur Society who use the Guildford Muniment Roocm in Guarry
Street will wish the Archivist, Miss J. M. Beck, a lonz and pleasant retire-
ment, Her great knowledge and her readiness, at all times, to help,
ecpecially those using the Muniment Room for the first time, are remembered
with gratitude.

SECOND VISIT TO THE MEON VALLEY - 5th SEPTEMBER 1982

Eighteen members assembled to participate in this further all day wvisit.
We were privileded to have Elizabeth Lewis, Curator of the Winchester Museums,
as our gaide for the first part of the programme, startine with a break for
coffee .at her 18th century brick farmhousc home, Frith Farm (0.S. grid ref.
5U 575128). A tour of the house and its associated buildings revealed many
interestinz features. :

Wickham (8SU 575155). which Pevsner las described as "the best village
in Hampshire and one of the best in the South of England”, was just a shnrt
drive away. Bxcept frr the church, the earliest surviving buildings are
15tk century including several "Wealden' houses. The centre nf Wickham is
built arsund a broad rectangular "sguare" and aleng Bridge Street, It is
vrobable that the sguare was laid cut in this manner to accommodate the
ancient fair for which a charter. was graated in 1268, There are other 16th
and 17th century timber-framed houses, mostly cobscured by modern frnntages,
but the great majority of the houses of interest are nf 18th ?entury brick
constructinn, During a short walk threuzh the sguare and Bridge Street we
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Saw scme fine examples nf this later neriod, including Eastbreck House on
the North West side of the square and Wickham House on the S-uth East side
Other interesting buildings in Bridge Street ars Queens Lodge, mucH altefeé
but having fine brick pilasters supporting Innic capitals, énd Chesapeake

0 i The latter, built in 1820, is documented as having been constructed
using timber taken frow an american man-nf-war of that name. She was cap-

tured at the end of the Nancleonic Wars when the Americans came to supnort
Napcleon, and wes used as a prisen ship in Portsm-uth Harbeur for a numtier
of years. Thus we have here a genuine example »f "ships' timbers!" in an
nld building!

After leaving Wickham we were able to visit Great Funtley Farm
(SU 554090) about three miles to the South West, This fine house is the
home of Nichnlas Mallett, whe gave us a most interesting talk on itse
development., It is a very large but substantially unaltered five-bay
timber-framed building facing South East. It has an cutshct on the
North West side which is clearly part of the original build, The front has
a continunus jetty and originally both the ground and upper florrs were faced
with heavy clcse studding, some of which remains. 4t the South West end
is an immense brick chimney complete with bread ovens, etc. The house has
been dated to the secend half of the 16th century.

On leaving Great Funtley we decided to take =2 bresk for lunch and st
this point Elizabeth Lewis bade us gnodbye, havinz giver us a mast fascinating
morning, :

Our next visit was to Titchfield Abbey (8U 543%061), the ruinous geat
of the Earls of Scuthampton. The Abbey was founded in 1232 by
Bishop Feter res Roches »f Winchester as a Premonstratensian Order ~f White
Cannns. They ~wed allegiance to the Avbot of Iremontre in Northern France.
Cne of the most noteworthy features of the Abbey appears te have been its
library, which is recorded as having contained 224 volumes - a considerable
number for that pericd.. However as a monastery its history was uneventful,
although it provides evidence of the devastating effects of the Black Death
aof 1348 and later. In just twelve years the arable production of its manors
fell tn less than ten per cent of its pre-plapgue level, There was simply
nn one laft to work the land, It is recorded that at Quob Farm (SU 555110)
near the Abbhey a village c¢f that name was wiped out, and in the Diircese of
Winchester -nearly half the clergy died. '

At the end of 1537, fonllowing the Dissolution, the Abbey was granted
to Thomas Wricthesley (proncunced Risley), an associate of Thomas Cromwell.
He lost no time in exploiting the situation, for he quickly demnlished most
nf the Abbey mnd rebuilt it as a residence. After the death of Henry VIII
he became the first Earl of Southampten reflecting his years of service to
the Royal Hausgehold although being invelved in the pelitical rivalries of
the time. He was in some disgrace when he died soon afterwards. In pear-
ticular religion was a principal issue, the Wriotheslsys being Catholic
sympathisers. His son, Henry, whe was only five when he became the secmgd
Earl, married Mary Browne, thée granddauzhter of Sir anthony Browne, the first
Lord of the Mancr of Send & Ripley after the Dissolution. Fe was involved
in a number c¢f Cathrlic nlots asainst the Queen anl spent several years in
the Tower. He 7died, hewever, in his bed aged only 37, having left money
in his will for the erection of the nmonument which we were lster t¢ see in
Titchfield Chureh.

The third Barl, also named Henry, ie best known f@r hie patrﬁmage of
William Shakespeare. He was, however, a man cf aany 1ﬂ?erest§, having been
responsible for a number nf developments in Titchfield, includin.g the canal
; Much of what has been recorded about Shakespeare's

and the ir-n works. : :
associstion with Titchfield appears to be mythical (e.g. the suggestion that.
of characters

certain names in the parish registers were the same as thOse
in the plays, e.g.
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"Gobbo!" in "The Merchant of Véenice" has been proved to be incorrect), I
should perhans mention here that there was an earlier Earl of Scuthampton,
unrelatel to the Wriothesleys, whose title died with him in 1542, His name
was William FitzWilliam and he is of interest to us decause he was half
brother to Sir anthony Browne (g.v.) He was responsible for puilding
Cowdray ~fark at Micdhurst which subsequently passed into the hands of the
Browne (or Montapgue) family.  The wrinthesley line alss died out after the
fourth Barl, bhut the BEarldom was later again recreated.

Closé by the Abbey ruins is the great barn (SU 539066), Altheough known
locally as the Tithe Barn, there is no evidence that it was used fer this
purnmge - it was probably a normal working barn as part »f the Abbey farm,
The timber structure, which is believed tn be c. 1500, is 46 feet wide and
170 feet long. It has two aisles, twn pairs of waggen dnsrs (high on the
South side, 1low cn the North) and is divided ints eipght bays with alternating
major and intermediate roof trusses. The intermediate trusses are most
unusual in that having no aisle posts, there are cruck-like braces supporting
false hammer beams abnve the arcade plates.

The barn, having fallen into Adisrepair in recent years, has just been
fully restored and is now a fine example of mediaeval farm architecture.
Before starting the return journey, a brief visit was made to the cld town
of Titchfield to see the Church of St Peter (8U 541 058). irchitecturally
the main peoint of interest here is the evidence uf its existence in the
Anglo-Saxcn pericd of St Wilfrid. The lower part of the West Tower with
its porch, tozether with the West wall of the nave, are preserved almost
intact from probably the late seventh or eighth century. Many changes or
additions were subsequently made in the perind throuzh to the 15th century.
In the South Chapel is the magnificent Wriothesley monument. Commissioned
by the 2nd Earl, it is a raised rectangular tomb of marble and alabkaster.
The bndies of the 1st Barl and Countess; ariginglly buried in Londen, were
reinterred in the vault here and fclleowed hy the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Earls.

On the top of the temb rests the effigy of the 1st Countess and non either
gide rest these of her husband and her son. On each side at the base are
two kneeling figures, those on the South beinz the daugnters of the 18t Earl
and on the North side are Henry, the %rd Earl and his sister.

An ovhortunity was taken to lonk at the remains ¢f part of the 18th
century water meadow system at Meonstoke (SU 611201). In the Meon Valley
an elaborate system was cnnstructed to provide early pasture for the vast
sheep populatisns that were farmed at'that time. The bhasic idea was to
irrigate the meadows alcngisitke the river in such a way that lush grass was
produced much earlier in the year and for longer pericds than would ntherwise
have heen poseible. By means of upstream sluices water was Adiverted to
storage nonds and thence to distribution channels which ran parallel to the
river with the weadows in between. By means of careful control more sluices
were then used to release water into further channels in the meadows o that
all areas could be kept well supplied without being floocded, Similar systeums

were constructed in mther parts of England.

The availebility of early grass enabled sheep to be fed and reared
earlier and much mere efficiently, but careful shepherding was very necessary.
Bach day flocks would be breought dewn frem the high ground on the eglopes of
the valley to graze, but to ruminate they were taken back again. This was
dane tr ensure that none »f the sheep would pass liver fluke through their
systems onto the grass of the water meadow and thus perpetuate its cycle,

Water meadows were highly successful i r a long periecd, bhut eventually
failed for several reasons. Firstly, the arrival of refrigerated ships in
the late 13th century enabled frozen mutton to e br-ught frem New Zealand
cheaply an? in large quantities, this Géing part of a prlicy of the gevernument
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C? the yime t? bring in cheap food from the Empire. Further, the introduc-
tion of artificial fertilisers produced early grass cheaply whereas the
water meadows system, heinglabour intensive, had become expensive to operate.

Finally a brief detnur was made to take a distant leok at the site of
the deserted mediaeval village of Lomer (SU 594234), situgted high above the
Meon Valley cn the old trackway between Butser, 0l1d Winchester Hill and
Winchester. 4lthough the Domesday Buok gives a detaileAd description, little
is to be seen here today apart from a number of mounds and ditches and the
inevitable banks cf nettles walch proliferate on sites of this sort, The
church in Lomer, which was probably the only stone building sn the site, was
one of a number endowed to and served by the Abbot and Canons of Titchfield
Abbey in the same way that Ripley & Send were served from Newark Priory.
There is on reccrd a detailed statement from the year 1248 defining the
amounts of the Glebe provided for the Rectur of Lowmer.

This village was typical of the vast nuiber that disappeared when the
pattern »f farming changed in many places from araple to sheep, farming in
the 15th and 16th centuries. Landlords found there was far more profit to
be made from wool. The resultant abandonment of ploughing the Open Fields
did away with the need for plough teams and all the other labour asscciated
with crans. Tenants were subsequently turned out of their houses and forced
to roam the country searching for s-mewhere to settle,

This second day in the Meon Valley presented a wide variety of subjects
for study. I hope that the members who came enjoyed these and that
suggestions for future expediticns ~f this sort will result.

John Slatford

FOSTSCRIPT TO SECHRETARY'S REPOXT

Those who knew her will be saddened to hear of the Aeath on 23rd September
cf 11-year-nld Lara Watts after a long illness. We extend our sympathy to
Iris & Bernard and the rest of the family.

OFEN MEETING - 2%rd SEPTEMBER

"THE INSIDE OF THE VICTORIAN COTTAGE, INCLUDING COTTAGE INDUSTRIES!
3 SFEAKER - Mrs DAPHNE GRIMM

Mrs Grimm, an architect by profession with qualifications in applied
art, was introduced by the President, Jim Oliver, tc an audience of 43,

Mrs Grimm spoke principally about cottage trades carried out in the
home as a means of livelihood as cpposed te crafts practised for amusement.
4 fascinating variety of objects was shown on photographic slides Aduring the
talk, ani the actual objects were available for inspecticn afterwards. Scme
examples are given in these notes with a view to recnrding the essence of

the evening.

The first object shown was a band box, bonnet box or bentwood box.
It is like a wecoden hat box, the 1id being of pine and the sides of any other
wood being bent round and joined with willcw or stripped blackherry. In
earlier times it was used for storing one's ruff (alesc known as a wvand).
Later it was used for buttons, butter cr bonnets. The specimen had belonged

to the speaker's great grandmother.
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Sycamore wood snuff or sneeshing boxes were first decorated with ren &
ink drawingzs and coated with five or seven layers of varnish. Later trans-
fers on copper, and then steel plates, were applied, Tartan ware aprpeared
from about the wmiddle of the century due to Queen Victoria's interest in the
design. Thomas Cook's travel agency was starting, and tartan covered
objects brought back from Scotland became known as scuvenir ware. Ferns
were als) applied on the Isle of 4rran, and these also were later copied on
paper and transferred. They were put on to small items such as paper knives,
jewellery, winders and needle boxes. Coa's, the sewinz thread business, gave
gifts of tartan needle boxes - the start of free nffers. Go=-to-beds were
boxes which held an upright lighted match which burnt just long enouszh to
hop into ved after extinsuishing the light.

Objects of horn were another forwm of cottage industry. It could be
moulded to some extent by socaking, steaming and heating. Spoons could thus
be made. Forn for lanterns coul? be flattened in the same wgy - the name

was originally lant-horn. Other objects were horn combs, ram's horn snuff
boxes, powder horns, stag horn handles for knives, toggles for smocks;
African dikdik horns which were imported in very vast quantities were used

for handles of paper knives, etc. Horn beakers were made in the cottages
by springing an cpen endel piece nf horn over a ready made glass base.
Glove making was originally done at Woodstock, Women were able tn make

15/~ per week makins slcves, while men were paid only 10/- workinez on the
farm. Cut-steel jewellery was made alsc at Woodstock and later in
Birmingham, Patterns were provided for workers ts follow. Studs were made
out of horseshoce nails melted down. These were put inte cut-out frames.

The studs were given many facets which were polished by hand to lock like
diamonds., They were put intn the base plate and the tail of the studssheared
off to fix theun. Toddy stirers were made of offcuts of glass.

Dorset buttons were made at Blandford Forum. A metal ring wculd be
button-holed and sewn from edge to edge. A pattern would be built on that
base. This likewise was better paid than agricultural werk, until a patented
button machine shown at the Great Exhibition of 1851 ended the cottage trade,
leaving large numbers of people destitute. To alleviate the problem whole
families were sent to Canada or Australia, The deserticn of a whole village
near Reading was brousht abmut in this way.

Knitting sheaths, usually made of wood and fastened in the belt in use,
enabled penple to knit with one hand while performing scome other task with
the other hand. Basically the sheath simply held one of the needles. The
practice was so popular that knitting-go-forths, or knitting-go-lightlies,
would be held when numbers of knitters would mest in different houses, and
by the light of embers in the fire would knit while singing and swaying to
the pattern.

Straw hats were made in Dorset and Iuton. A straw splitter could divide
a straw into seven strands. Lace makinz required bobbins, presses and
rollers.

Tonorid® se-ware was decorated by tying and zlueing bundles of small
lengths of wohed of different colours together, slicing off discs with the
end prain showing and then applying them in a variety of patterns to hoxes,
ete. Immigrant Italian workers in Kent produced similar work known as
Sorrento ware,

Mr Kenneth Gravett, Chairman of the Surrey Local History Council and a
long standinzg friend of the Society, propcsed a vote of thanks to Mrs Grimm.
: - Editor
Fditerial wote. The report on the ~uildings Group visit to Portsmouth has been
held over till the next issue of the Newsletter.



