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THE SMITHY - RIPLEY
by Bette Slatford

The Smithy in the heart of Ripley village was probably a hive of activity and a very
busy place throughout the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. The Smithy and the
house now called "Cobwebs'", next to it, were renovated in the late 1960s and early
1970s - the Smithy retaining the original plan and roof layout. It is now a shop
and ""Cobwebs" a private residence.

What is not commonly known is that on the site, which has 5 roods (roughly 1 1/4
acres), was the first recorded school in Ripley. We think that this 1 ¥4 acres
covered the area shown on the affixed plan.

George Page purchased the land from the Rt Hon Thomas Lord Onslow in the first half
of the 18th century. A George Page was the parish clerk in 1715-29. He had a son,
George, a schoolmaster, who died in 1736. An Indenture, dated 1776, describes the
house ("Cobwebs") as follows:- "All that messuage or tenement and smiths shop lately
erected and built called or known by the name of Paiges or by any other name or
names the same or any part thereof is called or known situate lying and being in
Ripley aforesaid containing the several rooms following, to wit:- four rooms below
stairs, the kitchen, the shopp, the brewhouse and schoolhouse with the appurtenances
thereunto belonging together with the garden and yard thereunto also belonging as
the same is now inclosed late in the occupation of James Bourne, cordwainer and now
of Henry Pledger, blacksmith."

Later the property called "Paiges" belonged to Bartie Hone, who was a cordwainer
(shoemaker). He died in 1748 and left it to his only daughter, Mercy Hone. She
married John Kingshott of Kingston, a post chaise driver, and in 1776 they-sold it
to William Bissley, gardener, for £95, when it was described as "a messuage or tene-
ment and smiths shop."

William Bissley let the premises to James Bourne, cordwainer, and then to
Henry Pledger, blacksmith. The Pledger family were blacksmiths in Ripley for nearly
150 years.

When Witkliam Bissley died in 1796, he bequeathed his freehold messuage, smiths
shop, in occupation of Henry Pledger, blacksmith, to his wife, Ann Bissley, for the
rest of her life, and thennto his trustees, Henry Harland, butcher, of Ripley, and
James Collie of Guildford, gardener, in trust that they should sell the

property - the money raised then bequeathed to various relatives. James Collie died
in the lifetime of Mrs Bissley, viz 25 June 1805, and was buried at Merrow.

Henry Harland died in February 1808 and appointed his son, Edward Knapp.Harland, as
trustee. After Ann Bissley died in May 1832, Edward Knapp Harland sold the smithy
and messuage to Henry Pledger (the son of the first Henry Pledger) for £300.

Mrs Bissley had apparently sold off other plots of land to various people after her
husband died.

The Pledger family continued as blacksmiths in Ripley, and in his will, proved 1909,
John Pledger left the premises to his wife, Elizabeth Mary Pledger. By this time

a house had been erected in part of the garden, to the East of "Cobwebs'", called
"Faircot", and a brick on the front wall of the house is inscribed "HP 1893".

Mrs Elizabeth Pledger '"let the blacksmiths' shop and part of the garden., together with
cooper shop to William John Heath, blacksmith" in 1912. By 1924, she had moved to
Essex and had sold the property to Alfred Dibble, licensed victualler - the landlora
of the Anchor Inn in Ripley. He died on 6 March 1927 and probate was granted to his
widow, Mary Dibble. The property was described as "a parcel of land together with
blacksmiths shop and dwelling house, now occupied by William J Heath, blacksmith and
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adjoining piece of land with dwelling house thereon erected called 'Faircot' and now
in occupation of A Perring". William Heath died 7 March 1937. 1In 1937 Mrs Dibble
let to Isaac Grinstead, blacksmith of Guileshill, Ockham, the premises known as "The
Haven" (now "Cobwebs"), and the smithy for a term of two years. In fact,

Ike Grinstead, as he was known, remained there till 1945 when the smithy was taken
over by Jack Jelley. He was the last blacksmith at the smithy, which closed after
he retired in the late 1960s.

When Mrs Dibble died on 21 December 1953, she left the premises to her daughter,
Jean Dibble, who sold them in 1961 to Luana Mary Wells of Tudor House, Ripley. She
married Mr Christopher Wren and they lived in "Cobwebs" until they sold it to

Mr and Mrs Benzies, who changed the name of the house from "The Haven" to "Cobwebs".
They in turn sold it to Mr and Mrs Kennedy-Hawkes, who still live there.

Thanks are due to Brian Cobley for his valuable assistance with the loan of docu-
ments and in bringing the story up to date.

PLEDGER
Henry (d 1815 aged 74) 1 Jane Austen

Henry = Margaret
(b 10-7-1767, d 1845)

John = (1) Mary Figgins = (2) Sophia
(b 29-7-1810, d 5-2-1873)

John = Eliz Henry
(b 8-10-1843, d 1909) Mary (b 9-4-1858, d 21-6-1937)

John Pledger was village blacksmith, loved and respected by the village and consulted
on many matters by high and low.

GAMLYNS, ROSE LANE, RIPLEY
by Bette Slatford

On the site of the present doctor's surgery in Rose Lane, Ripley, there was, until
the early 1960s, a very old house whose history we can definitely trace back to 1534,
but which had probably stood there a good deal longer. This house was known as
"Gamlyns".

In 1534, "Makoaret Taylor, lately wife of Philip Taylor, copyholder of a messuage,
kitchen, oven and garden with appurtenances in Ripley Street has died and

Joan Taylor is the next heir, aged 2 years; is placed in custody of Lawrence Taylor
and Thomas Taylor." is the first reference we can find in the Send & Ripley Court
Rolls.

By 1590, Joan had married Thomas London, who 'recognise that he held by copy, by right
of Joan his wife, a messuage with appurtenances in Rypley Street.”

In 1605 John Clarke (presumably Thomas London had died and Joan had remarried) and
Joan, his wife, surrendered Gamlyns to Nicholas Burligle, gent. Nicholas Burlighe
owned the property and when he died, he left it to his nephew, Burleigh Fenne (there
is a memorial to Burleigh Fenne in Ripley Church. He died on 26 June 1708, aged 81).
In 1670 he surrendered it to Nicholas Peter. 1In his will of 1692, Nicholas left the
premises to Joan Peter, his wife, furing her lifetime and, after her death, to his
son, John. John lived in London and, in 1717, surrendered it to Ralph Toft of
Puttenham.
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Ralph Toft, when he died, left "messuage, orchard & smithy" to his daughter,

Jane Toft, in 1728. She died in 1736 and her brother, Abraham Toft, inherited the
property and he sold it in 1745 to William Hoad of Ripley, blacksmith. It passed,
after his death, to his widow, Elizabeth. Elizabeth Hoad died in 1777 and it passed
to her grandson, John Taylor. The property remained in the Taylor family for over
70 years until 1851, when Thomas Henry Taylor, blacksmith, sold the premises, now
described as "3 copyhold messuages with smiths shop, outbuildings, yard and garden",
to John Pledger for £325 - Thomas Henry Taylor still continuing as tenant.

When John Pledger died in 1873, he left it to his son, Henry, who died in 1937.

We have no specific records after 1873, except that in Kelly's Directory
Henry Pledger is listed as living in Rose Lane up to 1934.

Sadly, the house was demolished in 1962 and the surgery built on the site. The shop,
as seen in the photograph on the front cover, had wooden shutters in front of it.
These were opened in the daytime and shut at night. Early shops often had this type
of shutter.

FAMILY ROOTS, Part 2
by Pauline Marshall

In the last instalment I showed a section of family tree, which may be usefully
referred to. The Longuevilles were a Norman family, descended from Duke William's
standard-bearer in Normandy, Walter Giffard, the first English Giffard, son of the
Norman, Osborne de Bolbec, Sire de Longueville, a village in Normandy.

Sir Edward Stanley and his wife, Lady Lucy Percy, had seven daughters and one son.
The son, Thomas, died in infancy and four daughters died in their teens: they are
buried with their mother, and only Petronella, Frances and Venetia survived to
adulthood. Venetia Stanley was described as "a lady of rare beauty and great intel-
lectual attainments". She was the subject of a long poem, "Eupheme", by Ben Jonson.
Vandyck painted her portrait more than once. Sir Kenelm Digby, naval commander,
diplomat and scientist, was said to be "the most accomplished cavalier of his time"
and "exceptionally handsome with a winning voice, a flowing courtesy and civility
and such a volubility of language as surprised and delighted". Portraits of Kenelm
and Venetia by Vandvck hang side by side in the National Portrait Gallery. Kenelm
was, from an early age, in love with the beautiful Venetia, who had been his playmate
in childhood: they were brought up together. Venetia's mother, Lady Percy, had died
when Venetia was an infant, as had Kenelm's father in his infancy. Kenelm's mother
opposed the match between her son and Venetia, and Kenelm was sent abroad "to get
over it". There he travelled from Paris to Angers to avoid the plague. . It is
recounted that the Queen Mother of France (the eventual Charles I's mother-in-law),
whom he met at a masked ball, "made immodest advances to him". To avoid her unwel-
come attentions he spread a report of his death, and moved to Florence for two years.
Kenelm was then invited to Madrid by his kinsman, Sir John Digby, Earl of Bristol,
who was Ambassador to Spain. There Kenelm met Prince Charles (later Charles I) and
joined. the Royal Household.

When Kenelm had first "disappeared" to avoid the Queen Mother, he had sent letters

to Venetia explaining the true position, but these miscarried and only reports of

his death reached her. She was devastated by the news of his "death", and from then
on lived alone in London where, it was said, "scandal made free with her reputation”.
During this time she was mistress of Richard, Earl of Dorset, by whom she had several
children.
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When Kenelm returned to England and discovered what had become of Venetia, he nearly
broke off their engagement, but eventually they were reconciled and married secretly
in 1625, Venetia being then 25 and Kenelm 22. It was a very happy marriage, which
lasted just eight years, until Venetia's untimely death at the age of 33. At her
death his grief was profound, and he had her deathbed portrait painted by Vandyck.
(Shown below, by permission of the Governors of Dulwich Picture Gallery; photo-

graph - Courtauld Institute of Art.)

Eight years later, in 1641, when in Paris, Kenelm
challenged and killed a French lord who had
insulted Charles I: for this the English
Parliament exiled him to France where he spent
the rest of his life, of which nothing more is
known, except that he died in 1665, the year of
the Great Plague of London.

Sir Edward Stanley KB was said to be "of Eynsham,
Oxon, and Tong Castle, Salop". I visited Tong
six months ago to enquire if there were any
remains of a castle: I hoped at best to find some
scattered bits of masonry, and these I found
right enough - a few bits of wall, a dungeon and
a lake. Tn 1954 the remains of Tong Castle were blown up.

But there was more, much more. In the Collegiate Church of St Mary and St Bartholomew
in Tong Village, I found seven magnificent tombs with life-sized alabaster effigies

of knights in armour (from chain mail to plate armour) with helmets and plumes, their
ladies by their sides and animals at their feet. The seventh and most recent of

these was a double tomb with effigies of Sir Thomas Stanley and his wife,

Margaret Vernon, on the top. And on the stage below, alone behind eight supporting
pillars, their only surviving son, Sir Edward Stanley, Venetia's father (shown below).
I spent so long gazing enraptured at this, my great x 10 grandfather, in full plate
armour but bareheaded, his right hand on his heart, that it was a while before it
dawned on me that on all but one of the seven other tombs there lay six generations

of earlier ancestors, 12 more ancestors that I never knew I had, right back to the
Foundress of the church, Isabella de Pembrugge, who died in 1446.

Sir Thomas Stanley, Governor of the Isle of Man:, died in 1576. Part of the inscrip-
tion on the side of the tomb reads as follows: "Thomas Stanley, second son of Edward
Earl of Derbie, Lord Stanley and Strange Descended from the family of the Stanleys
Married Margaret Vernon one of the daughters and cohairs (sic) of Sir George Vernon
of Nether Haddon in the countie of Derbie knight." (George Vernon is buried at
Bakewell, Derbyshire. He was known as "the King of the Peak".) The words at each
end of the Stanley tomb are reputed to have been written for it by

William Shakespeare, a claim well authenticated (successive Earls of Derby patronised
Shakespeare and his players).

"Ask who lyes here but do not weep

He is not dead he doth but sleep

This stoney register is for his bones

His fame is more perpetual than these stones
And his own goodness with himself being gone
Shall lyve when earthlie monument is none.

"Not monumental stone preserve our Fame

Nor sky aspyring pyramids our name

The memory of Him for whom this stands

Shall outlive marble and defacers Hands

When all to tyme's consumption shall be geaven
Standley for whom this stands shall stand in Heaven."
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Most of my ancestors in Tong Church are Vernons. George Vernon's grandfather was
Sir Henry Vernon, who married a daughter of the Earl of Shrewsbury. This

Henry Vernon was Guardian and Treasurer to Prince Arthur, Prince of Wales, eldest son
of King Henry VII, who lived at Ludlow Castle. Henry Vernon gave to the church the
Great Bell of Tong. "He caused the Great Bell to be made in 1518 in gratitude for
hearing a bell sounding from the church, who (sic) who guided him home through Tong
Forest, then very estensive and full of wild animals." The original Great Bell was
said to weigh 2 tons 18 cwt, measure 6 yards round and stand 5 feet high. The bell
was broken in 1664 by the Roundheads, but later recast. It is hung for ringing in
the square lower chamber of the central tower and is an impressive sight, occupying
most of the chamber and almost touching the ceiling when up. It is rung on special
occasions. The church itself was established in 1410 by Dame Isabella de Pembrugge
in order that masses might be said for her three husbands, of whom John de Ludlow
was my ancestor. At Whitson I was privileged actually to ring the Great Bell.

The Vernons are a Norman family, also descended from a standard-bearer of William

the Conqueror and named after a village in Normandy. Sir Henry Vernon's grandfather,
Sir Richard Vernon (1451), who married Benedicta de Ludlow, was Speaker of the House
of Commons and Treasurer of Calais. He was also descended from the Earls of
Pembroke. The historian, R J Unstead, tells us the story of an earlier ancestor,
William Marshal, whose career "illustrates the ups and downs in the life of a royal
servant. Born in Stephen's reign, William was the son of John the Marshal, a ruf-
fianly adventurer who, in the civil war, acquired lands and a noble wife. As a young
man William went off to make his fortune in the wars of France. He was so poor that
after being knighted he had to sell his ceremonial mantle to buy a horse. In battles
and tournaments he won not only plunder and ransoms but a reputation for all the
knightly virtues. This seems strange when we read that he would linger on the edge
of a melée until the contestants were tired and then take several prisoners!

Eleanor of Aquitaine, who loved chivalrous young men, helped his career, and

Henry II made him tutor-in-arms to his heir. When this young Henry rebelled, William
found himself fighting against the King, but Henry pardoned him. He stayed with the
old king to the end and had just fought Richard (second of Henry II's rebellious sons)
when Henry II died. Richard I generously confirmed his father's promise that
William Marshal should marry Isabel, heiress of the Earl of Pembroke, and thus the
once-penniless knight became lord of vast estates in England, Wales, Ireland and
Normandy .

"During Richard's absence on a crusade William was one of the kingdom's principal
officers. He opposed John's disloyal behaviour and he was with Richard when he died
in France. Once again William's reputation stood him in good stead, for John
respected him and in return William stuck to him and fought for him against the
barons. At John's death William gave his allegiance to 9-year-old Henry III and as
Regent led the army that defeated the French at the Battle of Lincoln. 1In 1219 the
valiant old warrior-courtier-statesman died - he had lived through five reigns and
had loyally served four kings." His effigy is on his tomb in the Temple church.

For the next part of our story I return for a last glance at the handsome

Edward Stanley, who managed to keep his head despite being regarded as a dangerous
papist and despite his connections with those who did not, such as the father and
grandfather of his wife, Lucy Percy, and the father of his son-in-law, Kenelm Digby,
who were all executed. Venetia Stanley's grandfather, Thomas Percy, 7th Earl of
Northumberland, was born in 1528 and succeeded his uncle Henry, the é6th Earl, when
the Earldom was restored in 1557 by Queen Mary. His portrait hangs in Alnwick Castle,
Northumberland (see overleaf), home of the Percys since 1309. He married

Lady Anne Somerset, daughter of Henry Somerset, 2nd Earl of Worcester. Their
daughter, Lady Lucy Percy (whom we know as wife of Sir Edward Stanley and mother of
Venetia), was thus the last of our ancestors to live in Alnwick Castle. The guide-
book to Alnwick Castle tells us that the 7th Earl "a devoted Roman Catholic, was
appointed Warden of the East and Middle Marches by Queeni:Mary and General Warden by



Queen Elizabeth. He and his brother Henry
were for some years constantly engaged in
Scottish expeditions. His Catholic
sympathies, however, rendered him an object
of suspicion to Queen Elizabeth, and the
treatment he received compelled him in 1560
to resign the office of Lord Warden. In
1561 Lord Grey of Wilton was appointed to
that office; he complained that the Earl
would not allow him to occupy Alnwick < ,
Castle, and had, in order to prevent him doing so, removed 'most part of the stuff
there'. In 1562 the Earl writes that he cannot entertain the Scottish Queen at
Alnwick because the Castle is 'utterly unfurnished and not so much as one bed in it',
and he states that he is in such need of money that he has not £40 in the world.

7th Earl of Northumberland.

This, and quotwtl(l)ng
from Alnwieck Castle
qu1debook by kind
permission of

His Grace. the Duke
of Northumberland

"It is probable that he deliberately dismantled the Castle to some extent in order
that it should not be used as a residence for the Government's officials. Having
gained this object he would seem to have refurnished it, for a survey of 1567 shows
that it was provided with everything required for his own residence at that date.

"At length the slights put upon him and his co-religionists' desire to restore the
Catholic faith and to place Queen Mary of Scots on the throne, led him into the
disastrous Rising of the North. (His brother Henry, later to succeed as 8th Earl,
was professedly a Protestant, and took the side of the Government against his
brother, Earl Thomas). In 1568, while Thomas, the 7th Earl, was mgstering his forces
in Yorkshire, his retainers at his order garrisoned Alnwick Castle; but

Sir JYohn Forster, Warden of the Middle Marches, promptly advanced against it, and
resistance being hopeless, the garrison surrendered.

"The Earl kept the field till December 1568, while his forces dwindled away from
desertion. At length the approach of the royal army compelled him to seek refuge

at Liddesdale, then regarded as a sanctuary for outlawed men. He was, however,
betrayed to the Earl of Moray, Regent of Scotland." Earl Percy '"remained a prisoner
in Scotland until 1572, when he was sold for a large sum to Queen Elizabeth ... and
handed over to Hunsdon, Governor of Berwick. He was taken to Alnwick" (poignantly
the last he would see of his home), "where he was placed in charge of Sir John Forster
who conveyed him to York, guarded by a large escort throughout the journey, as, owing
to his great popularity in the North, an attempt at rescue was feared. He was
beheaded at York on August 22nd, 1572, declaring the realm to be in schism and his
own adherence to the Church of Rome, which has numbered him among her martyrs and

has beatified him." The note on the 7th Earl ends by remarking that '"he carried out
considerable restoration at the Castle, which was evidently in a bad state of repair
at this date." He left four daughters, Lady Lucy being the eldest, and no son.

The title therefore devolved upon his brother Henry, 'who had taken side against his
brother in the Rising of the North, "which prejudiced him in the eyes of the
Catholic Northj; but his conduct in general appears to justify the charges brought
against him by contemporaries of being ruthless, crafty and unscrupulous". From him
are descended all the Earls and later Dukes of Northumberland to the present day.

It is interesting to note that "in 1946 the present Duke married

Lady Elizabeth Montagu Douglas Scott, elder daughter of the 8th Duke of Buccleuch,
thus uniting the Percys and the Douglases who had, for so long, been hereditary
enemies."

But that does not directly concern our own humbler branch of the family, to whom I
return to discover the fate of martyred Thomas's father, the last ancestor we share
with the present Percys. In 1536 the dissolution of the monasteries, in the reign
of Henry VIII, led to the Catholic rising known as "the Pilgrimage of Grace". The
6th Earl's two brothers, Thomas (our ancestor) and Ingleram, were leaders in this

revolt. Sir Ingleram summoned the gentlemen of the county to a meeting at Alnwick
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Castle, at which all present were required to swear to the articles of the
Pilgrimage: and in spite of protests, "being enclosed in the Castle of Alnwick, will
they or not, sworn they were". Sir Thomas (the martyred 7th Earl's father) was
subsequently executed at Tyburn and his head set upon London Bridge. Henry, the 6th
Earl, was elder brother of our ancestor Thomas. At an early age he fell in love with
Anne Boleyn, but was forced to renounce her by Henry VIII. When Anne Boleyn's trial
took place, the é6th Earl was appointed a member of the Commission to try her - a
typical instance of Henry VIII's brutality. He avoided the office on the plea of
sickness. Thus he was the only peer not to join in the verdict of "Guilty" when she
was condemned to be beheaded. 'As the Earl had no son, and his brother's family could
not succeed owing to their father's attainder for high treason, he left his estates to
the Crown, hoping thereby to placate the King and to induce him eventually to restore
them to his brother's family. He died in 1537" (a year after his brother Thomas's
execution) "in dire poverty, encumbered with debt and stricken with grief at the ruin
of his family." It was 20 years before the restoration of the estates took place.

Continuing our pursuit of the Percy line, we now come to a rare link with this

History Society's area of inclusion, at least as a neighbour - which is probably my
only excuse for presenting my family history in the Newsletter. In 1434

Robert de Poynings settled the Manor of Wisley on his daughter, Eleanor, on her
marriage (at the age of 14) to Henry Percy (himself only 13 at this date), who became
3rd Earl of Northumberland in 1455. Eleanor died in 1483 and was succeeded in posses-
sion of Wisley Manor by her son, Henry Percy, by then the 4th Earl. He was murdered
in a riot in 1489 and the Manor of Wisley passed to his son, Henry Percy, the 5th
Earl, then aged 11. "Shortly afterwards a dispute arose among the descendants of

Sir Guy de Bryan touching the land inherited from him" (Victoria History of Surrey).
Two of the parties in a subsequent lawsuit were Henry Percy (the orphaned 11-year-old
5th Earl of Northumberland), and the Earl of Ormond, when possession of Wisley Manor
was decided in favour of the latter. Thus ended 55 years of the Percy connection with
Wisley.

However, the 5th Earl could hardly be called deprived. 1In adult life he was known
as "the Magnificent", "on account of the splendour of his establishment (at Alnwick)
and his love of display", and was described as "more like a prince than a subject".
In Alnwick Castle's guidebook we are told "He was a typical nobleman of the
Renaissance, extremely cultured for his time, and, unlike his predecessors, preferred
the life of the Court to that of Border Warfare. ... In 1513 he took part in

Henry VIII's expedition to France", leaving Alnwick to be the headquarters and place
of assembly of the English forces in their resumed hostilities with Scotland, in
which the Earl of Surrey, in command of an army of 26,000 men, led the English to
decisive victory at Flodden in that same year. (The 5th Earl's two brothers took
part in the battle.) In 1520 Earl Percy was one of the ten earls appointed to wait
on Francis I, King of France, at the Field of the Cloth of Gold.

Earl Percy had declined the appointment of Lord Warden of the Marches, but this, it
was said, "was probably on account of the expenses entailed by that office, which

his own extravagance had rendered him unable to meet". This left the appointment
open to the Earl of Surrey, who thus was Lord Warden in 1523, when Alnwick "again
formed the place of assembly for a large army". This time Earl Percy "joined the
Earl of Surrey at Alnwick with a force of 876 men, but as the Scottish army which
threatened invasion failed to advance, the English forces were disbanded". Evidently
the 5th Earl was luckier, or more circumspect, than his predecessors and his
successors: in 1527 he died a natural death.

It is said of the 4th Earl of Northumberland that "in 1471 and 73 he presided over
important conferences with the Scots at Alnwick to regulate Border affairs and to
restore some order in that distracted country". However, "in 1482 he led the van of
a large army which was assembled at Alnwick and sent into Scotland to avenge
Scottish depredations, and succeeded in forcing Scotland to accept highly unfavour-
able terms. In 1489 the 4th Earl was murdered by a rioting mob for helping to raise
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an unpopular tax". He had been "a devoted adherent of" the first Yorkist king,
Edward IV. Wisley Manor belonged to his mother throughout his life until her death
in 1483, and then to himself until he was killed in 1489.

Demands of space do not permit me to do full justice to the warlike Percys, but all
their lives do share a theme of constant engagement in war with either France or
Scotland.

And so to the 2nd Earl of Northumberland, who, at the age of 17, should have suc-
ceeded his grandfather upon the latter's death in 1409, the 1st Earl having outlived
his son. It was important to the fate of the Percys that this Henry Percy, when 12
years of age, and James, the young son of the King of Scotland, "were in a ship
travelling to France to be educated there, when the vessel was captured by English
privateers near Flamborough Head. Both were made prisoners and sent to Windsor,
where the Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry V, struck up a close friendship with
Henry Percy, which led to the restoration of his honours and estates in 1414".

Henry V defeated the French at Agincourt in 1415, "Before setting out on his French
expedition, he made Northumberland General Warden of the Marches, a post wnich he
held throughout the reign, and also during the early years of Henry VI." War with
the Scots was carried out throughout this reign, during which the town of Alnwick
was twice burnt by the Scots under Douglas. In 1436 Earl Percy "led a force up the
Breamish River towards Scotland, but was met and defeated by Douglas at Piperden .
This fight is interesting as it probably forms the source of the legendary Battle of
Chevy Chase". The Earl survived this and later battles, his life being saved by his
son Henry at Annandale in 1448, but was killed in 1455 at St Albans.

The stories of the 2nd Earl's father and grandfather are so interlinked that they must
be told together. These two are also the most interesting of the Percys,

sufficiently interesting for Shakespeare to give them a vivid life in his historical
plays "Richard II" and "Henry IV, Parts I and II". Henry, 4th Lord Percy of Alnwick
and 1st Earl of Northumberland (1368-1409) saw service in the French wars, commanding
the English forces on more than one occasion in the latter half of the 14th century.
"In 1377 he led an army of 10,000 men into Scotland to revenge the burning of

Roxburgh by the Scots, and ravaged the lands of the Earl of March" (ironically, since
this did not prevent his son and heir later marrying the daughter of the 3rd Earl of
March, who therefore has to be another of our ancestors).

A year later, in 1378, Earl Percy "besieged Berwick with a large force. Though
defended by only forty-eight men, Berwick Castle held out for eight days, then it was
captured and the whole garrison put to the sword". This occasion could hardly have
been more important for the Earl's son Henry, Lord Percy KG, for, though he did not
live long enough to inherit his father's title and estates, it was here that, as a
lad of only 12 years of age, he greatly distinguished himself and earned his own
unique sobriquet of "Hotspur", which properly belongs to him alone. "Let each man

do his best," said he, and with the battle-cry "Esperance!" led the charge of his
men, who followed him into the fray crying "Esperance and Percy!" (The Percy family
motto is "Esperance en Dieu".)

"Hostilities with the Scots continued intermittently, in which Hotspur's father, the
Earl, displayed remarkable ability and resource. 1In 1388 occurred the famous Battle
of Otterburn. Hotspur" (now a dashing 22-year-old), "while engaged in personal combat
in front of Newcastle, had been unhorsed and his pennon had been captured. The
Scottish army thereupon retired to Redesdale, pursued by Hotspur and his brother
Ralph, with an army of 600 knights and squires and 8,000 infantry. Hotspur" (for
whom discretion was never the better part of valour) "insisted upon making a night
attack, the most hazardous of all military operations, without giving his men any
rest after a march of 32 miles". This time "esperance" was not enough, "and in
consequence Hotspur was totally defeated and taken prisoner. He was ransomed soon
afterwards.
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"In 1399 the Earl and his son were suspected of harbouring treasonable designs
against Richard II, and the Earl was summoned to appear before the King. As he
refused to do he was proclaimed a traitor, whereupon he and other powerful barons
raised the standard of revolt, deposed Richard and placed Henry IV on the throne."

"Border warfare continued, Hotspur and Douglas being the principal protagonists on
either side, until the signal defeat of the Scots under Douglas at Homildon Hill in
1402. Differences with the King concerning the ransom of prisoners taken in this
battle, and concerning claims for certain payments due from the King to
Northumberland and his son, led in 1403 to the famous Rising of the Percys, immorta-
lised by Shakespeare in his 'Henry IV', which terminated in the fatal Battle of
Shrewsbury on July 21st, where Hotspur was killed", at the age of 39. Those are the
bare facts as told by Alnwick Castle's historian. Although it is historically '
unlikely that Hotspur was actually killed by Prince Henry, as in Shakespeare's play,
it is moving to read the last words which Shakespeare gave to Hotspur: "O Harry, thou
hast robb'd me of my youth!"; and the words which he gave to Prince Hal to say over
the dead Hotspur: "When with this body did contain a spirit A kingdom for it was too
small a bound; But now two paces of the vilest earth Is room enough."

To continue the official history: after the death of Hotspur, his father "surrendered
to the King and was pardoned, though he remained a prisoner for some time", while his
Northern retainers continued the struggle on his behalf. "He was liberated in 1404,
when he again raised the standard of rebellion" and, to cut a long story short, con-
tinued this hopeless resistance until he was killed at Bramham Moor in 1409. The
prophesy that "the Percy stock shall perish in disordered ruin" seemed then to have
been fulfilled. Nevertheless, as already described, it was the fortuitous meeting
between Prince Hal and Hotspur's son, and their becoming friends, that enabled
Prince Henry, when he succeeded his father as King Henry V in 1413, to restore the
title and estates to Henry Percy as 2nd Earl of Northumberland in the following year.

The character of Percy Hotspur is, of course, the one best remembered; Shakespeare's
lines describing him are the most memorable in themselves and, as they present more
than one aspect of his nature, both seriously and with (sometimes black) humour, they
do conjure up a three-dimensional human being. Thus his wife describes him: "His
honour struck upon him as the sun In the grey vault of heaven, and by his light Did
all the chivalry of England move To do brave acts". And thus Prince Henry, to whom
he was "Percy, ... the hotspur of the North, he that kills me some six or seven dozen
of Scots at a breakfast, washes his hands, and says to his wife 'Fie upon this quiet
life! I want work'." And Hotspur to his wife: "Swear me, Kate, like a lady that
thou art, a good mouth-filling oath". And so on and so on, all to be found in

"King Henry IV". I could go on ...

But I digress from authentic family history, of which there is more than enough, so
that my main problem is what to leave out, not what to put in. Still, the Percys
deserve to be traced to their origins as far as possible. As the first three

Lords Percy of Alnwick seem to have spent their entire lives fighting in Scotland

and France on behalf of, and through the reigns of the first three Edwards, I do not
propose to dwell upon their individual stories or distinguish between them here. It
is enough for us that they lived and fought and begat sons and died; and in between
whiles made Alnwick Castle the magnificent edifice that it is. A large part of it

is open to visitors in the summer months, and another part is now an American Student
Teachers Training College (some people have all the luck!).

Henry, 1st Lord Percy of Alnwick (from 1309 to 1315), who became the owner of Alnwick
in 1309, was the head of a family which was descended from William de Percy, who had
accompanied the Conqueror in 1066, and had married a Saxon heiress, Emma de Port, and
had been granted extensive domains in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and later in Sussex.
William de Percy's great granddaughter and heiress married Josceline de Louvain, the
son of Godfrey, Duke of Lower Lorraine and Count of Brabant and Louvain, who was
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descended from Count Giselbert, ruler of the Maasgau province of what is now Belgium,

and from his Countess, who was great granddaughter of Emperor Charlemagne of the
Franks.

To be continued

A HISTORY OF THE LOCAL MANORS OF DEDSWELL AND PAPWORTH
A Talk by John Molyneux-Child
Notes by Les Bowerman

This illustrated talk by our member, John Molyneux-Child, was given after the Annual
General Meeting to an audience of about 50 members.

In mediaeval times the word "manor" could signify the manor house in the sense of a
mansion, or it could be a local unit of administration varying greatly in size, con-
sisting either of a complete village or of a series of small settlements or hamlets.
Send was a very large manor of the scattered variety. At the time of Domesday, it
was probably inhabited by some 350 people, including the area which later became
Ripley. There were three manors here at that time. Later a different legal inter-
pretation was placed on the word "manor" and implied the right to hold the manorial
court, the Court Baron or Court Leet. If this right did not exist, the manor, in
effect, ceased to exist. '

The Domesday entry for Send says it is the land of Alfred of Marlborough. He was the
superior lord who held the land direct from the King. He had subservient lords in
Send. The entry gives much information about Send at that time. We learn that in
Saxon times there was only one Lord of the Manor, who was Karl. Many people had no
surname at that time. Karl had held direct from the King, but most Saxon lords were
dispossessed when the Normans took over. When the Domesday Commissioners came to
Send, there were by then three Norman lords installed here. They were Reginald,
Walter and Herbert. The total area was some 20 hides. Although not capable of pre-
cise definition, a hide was roughly 100 to 130 acres. This amounted to something
over 2000 acres. That represented pasture and land under the plough. There were a
further 1000 acres which probably consisted of waste or woodland. The Survey says
there was land for 10 ploughs, which means that there was probably 1000 acres in
cultivation. In lordship there were 2 ploughs, which signified that Reginald, on
his home farm, had some 200 acres which he farmed himself, or rather by his bailiff
or reeve. This would have been the origin of the manor of Send & Ripley. He had
eight slaves or serfs as labourers, and 14 villeins, who were villagers or small
farmers. The latter had roughly 30 acres apiece, which their families worked for a
subsistence living. The soil was fairly poor - either sandy or, South of the
Portsmouth Road, clay. Reginald also had 10 bordars, who were cottagers holding, in
Surrey, some 2 to 8 acres. That amount of land would not support a family, so they
would have additional occupations - fishermen, millworkers or tradesmen, such as
smiths or wheelwrights. The Survey tells us that there was woodland for 160 pigs,
which is quite substantial, and swinekeepers would be required. The bordars had 6
ploughs, i.e. 600 acres amongst them. The mill paid 21/6d, which was sizeable, and
almost. certainly occupied the same site as Newark Mill, which was burnt down in 1966.
There was a church, which was probably a wooden building, on the site of Send Church.
There were five fisheries, which would have been in the River Wey. This was an
unusually large number. There were 100 acres of meadow.

Walter and Herbert were the Domesday lords of Dedswell and Papworth respectively,
titles acquired by the speaker a few years ago. Walter had 1 1/2 hides, which was a
small manor in Surrey terms, but he was connected with Herbert, who had 9 hides. It
may be that they were closely related. In lordship they had 2 ploughs, or 200 acres.
They had seven slaves between them and one villein, or small farmer, which might
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indicate that their land was not of high quality. But they had 16 bordars, who would
have had occupations of the kind indicated earlier.

At the time of the Survey, Ripley as such did not exist, Papercourt Farm being the
nearest settlement. Send consisted of four main inhabited areas, namely round the
church, in the Send Barns area, Papercourt or Papworth, and Send Marsh. The priest
may have farmed the glebeland to supplement his income. Walter and Herbert also had
a mill - probably at Broadoak, near Sutton Lodge - but since it only paid 2/- pa, it
could not have been substantial, which indicates that the value of those two manors
was not great, although one of them included a reasonable amount of land. The
Domesday Survey gives the first detailed description of Send.

The Court Rolls are the records kept of the proceedings of the Manorial Courts. The
Courts held for Dedswell and Papworth were Courts Baron. Courts were only run by the
Lord if they could produce a profit for him. The Rolls were written in "dog" Latin
until 1733, when English was adopted. The Courts were usually run by the Steward,

as the Lord was often absent. .The Roll of 1639 showed George Duncombe as Steward.

He was also Lord of the Manor of West Clandon. He was a lawyer and Lord of several
other manors. Fourteen tenants attended the Court. Attendance by tenants was
compulsory, failing which "essoins", or excuges, were recorded. The first tenant
recorded on that Roll was Thomas Boughton. The Boughtons, of course, had the site

of Boughton Hall, which was then known as Griggs. The holdings of tenants were
recorded, this being the first Court of a new Lord. The heriots (best beasts) owed
to the manor were also recorded, these being the fees payable to the manor on the
death of a tenant. The Vicar was sometimes entitled to the mortuary, ie the next
best beast. The History Society has had all the Rolls written in Latin, covering a
period. of over 200 years, translated into modern English. There have been at least
nine different spellings of Papworth, or Papercourt. A Special Court Baron of 1799
was of interest, as the Steward was Joseph Pickstone, who was a lawyer and also Mayor
of Guildford, in 1788 and 1794. He was Steward in Dedswell and Papworth for 50 years
altogether.

Earlier, when tenants had to bear arms for the Lord, the arms had to be handed over
at the Court; later it was a symbolic clod of earth, a sheaf of corn or barley, and
eventually it was sufficient merely to touch the Manorial Staff.

As a result of the recent boundary changes, Dedswell Manor House, built in the 15th
century, is now in West Clandon. The Manor of Dedswell included part of West
Clandon, land around Send Church and Fell Hill, in addition to Dedswell Manor Farm.
There were isolated plots of land in both West Clandon and Merrow. In Surrey, manors
often had outlying parts, some being only half an acre, causing administrative diffi-
culties. Manor houses were usually not very grand, being merely superior farmhouses,
often occupied by the Bailiff, Reeve or Steward.

Papworth Manor House, a fine building, albeit not very grand, is now divided into
three dwellings. No Lord of the Manor has lived on the site since at least 1331.

The present building dates from the mid 17th century, when the Onslows were the Lords
of the Manor. They lived at Clandon Park for the most part. They had Dedswell for
300 years, and held 17 manors in all. They arrived in Papworth in 1783 when they
rationalised their Surrey landholdings by swapping the Manor of Wisley with land in
Send Marsh, Send Barns and into Ripley, previously held by Lord King of Ockham.

The Lord of the Manor did not normally conduct his own Court, since he might also be
a suitor. The "homage'" (a representative body of local people) at the Courts took
decisions and assessors fixed the levels of fines, known as "amercements".

The Courts were run reasonably democratically and fairly benignly. People were able
to avoid the penalties for years, and nothing very frightful befell them. The
Papworth Court records date from 1424.
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People were amerced for various reasons, such as blocked ditches, overgrown hedges,
etc, although these matters were for the most part dealt with at the other type of
court, the View of Frankpledge, which was held for Ripley & Send. Even the Prior of
Newark was fined. Stray animals were impounded at Papworth. On one occasion tenants
broke down the pinfold, or pound, and took their animals, as a result of which they
were fined. The Courts, to some extent, regulated the traditional farming methods

of the time. Papworth is a Saxon name of uncertain origin. As a local place name,
it is earlier than Ripley, ie from the 1080s. The "Pap" element may refer to reeds,
and "worth" would signify a farm. The system of. copyhold, which had existed for cen-
turies, was abolished with the reform of the property laws in the 1920s, and the
system of heriots also disappeared.

John Molyneux-Child was thanked for a most interesting and enlightening presentation
on the local manorial system.

Amplifying points raised in past Newsletters, John has also submitted the following
notes on Send pounds (N/L 2) and the Broadmead (N/L 8):-

Send Pounds and the Broadmead

In addition to the pound at Heath Farm, the articles tell of the pound built at
Papercourt Farm, formerly Papworth Manor House, for the purposes of impounding ani-
mals grazing on the Broadmead without authority and payment. It was also used to
hold horses found on Broadmead with their hind shoes still on, as the shoes had to
be removed to prevent the animals being injured if kicked.

The Papworth Court Rolls refer to the mediaeval pound on several occasions. In

1466 the Court Baron amerced (fined) John Stanton, Joan Horneand William Berwych 2d
each for allowing their cattle to trespass on the Lord's pasture, and pigs into the
Lord's woods, and their animals were "to be impounded in the pound there". From the
location of the manorial lands listed, there can be little doubt that "there"
referred to the Manor House.

At the Court of 1563, the homage presented that John Warrenge, Bailiff of Papworth,
took "cattall' from widow Mabbank and Robert Alderton and impounded them in the pin-
fold of the lord of the manor. The court hears that the tenants broke the lord's
pinfold and led out their animals "there impounded".

Pinfold is a name widely used in West Surrey to denote a pound made up of timber
fencing, and the manorial official responsible for its upkeep and the animals
impounded is the pinfolder - giving rise to the surname of Pinfold, or, more com-
monly, Penfold (in the Guildford telephone book there are currently three entries
under the former spelling and no less than 61 entries in the latter). Almost all
the mediaeval manorial offices became popular surnames, when the current holders of
the appointments found it necessary to adopt a suitable surname.

As far as Dedswell Manor was concerned, there was no mention of pound in the Manor
Rolls, but bearing in mind that part of the manor stretched into Merrow and West
Clandon, the pound in Clandon Street may well have been used for stray animals.

SEND SCOUT FETE
Notes by the Editor

The Society again "showed the flag" at the Send Scout Fete, held at the Recreation
Ground on 2 May. With the help of logs, still handily lying around after last year's
October storm, to act as anchors, it was possible to put up the tent and, more impor-
tantly, hold it down in spite of the attention of a boisterous wind which constantly
threatened to re-pitch it in Woking. Moreover, as the afternoon progressed, the
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skies opened and sunshine poured down, instead of the squally showers forecast.

The theme of the display, chosen by the Fete Sub-Committee, was "Sports and Pastimes
in Send and Ripley". This allowed a wide interpretation, with an excellent display
of photographs, assembled by Rosalie Hewitt, which included funfairs, picnics,
boating, fishing, outings and processions. The more formal sporting activities were
also well represented and Bob Gale's presentation featured
Edward "Lumpy" Stevens (see illustration - copied from
a portrait in the collection at Knole House, Kent,
painted by Almond), the Send-born 18th century
cricketer whose underarm bowling exploits in 1775
led to the introduction of a third (middle) stump.
Research involving consultation of the Send Parish
Baptismal Registers (the assistance of

Bette Slatford and Duncan Mirylees of the Local
Studies Department of Guildford Library is grate-
fully acknowledged) showed that "Lumpy" had been
born in 1732. He died in 1819, at the age of 87,
and was buried in the churchyard of
Walton-on-Thames parish church.

The team responsible for the Society's stand con-
sisted of Rosalie Hewitt and husband Terry, Eric Ferris,
Tony Medlen and Bob Gale. Our Chairman, Ken Bourne,

is to be thanked for his quick response and expertise

in preparing, at short notice, a large number of sepia
prints for display. The Society also wishes to express its gratitude to the 17 members
of the Veteran-Cycle Club whose arrival on old cycles and in costume created much
interest.

“ David [riths's
Pagent of Cricket"
(Macmillan 1987)

Some £40 was taken, including six new memberships.

It is intended to mount the same display at the Ripley Summer Event, to be held on
Saturday, 16 July - at which Charles Thurbin will also unveil his newly constructed
model of Newark Mill. Don't miss it!

SECRETARY'S REPORT
Membership

We are pleased to welcome the following new members:

Mr & Mrs R Bickerton, Send Grove, Send.

Mr R Hall, 0ld Manor Cottage, Send Marsh Green, Ripley.
Mr P Willis, Elmsleigh House, Send Barns Lane, Send.

Mr D R H Shone, 10 Venton Close, Goldsworth Park, Woking.
Mr A F Whitburn, Tara, 1 Maple Road, Send Marsh.

Mr & Mrs S Edwards, 44 Send Barns Lane, Send.

Mr & Mrs Lipscombe, 28 Send Close, Send.

Mr & Mrs J Stenhouse, The Talbot Hotel, Ripley.

It would not be meaningful to give total membership figures at this stage, since a
number of subscriptions remain unpaid. Those concerned are requested to pay straight
away if they wish to continue receiving the Newsletter.

John Cornell of C & C Autos I am sure members will join with me in sending best
wishes for a full and speedy recovery to fellow member, John Cornell, and his two
sons who were involved in a serious accident on his boat at Staines. Anne, his wife,
was luckily not injured.
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Dr Richard Stoughton and his Great Cordial Elixir

Some may recall that one of the earliest graves, now completely ivy-covered, in Send
Churchyard is that of Dr Richard Stoughton, who died in 1716 "famous throughout the
world for his Cordial Elixir". Our member, Raymond Davies, MPharm, FPS, and inter
alia, a member of the Society of Apothecaries of London, noticed the reference to this
tomb in our Church Guide and has carried out detailed research into Dr Stoughton and
his Elixir. The results were published in an absorbing article in the 19 March issue
of "The Pharmaceutical Journal", which carries on its front cover a delightful
painting of Send.Church by the author. Raymond has kindly made a number of copies
available to the Society, and we are hoping that we may be able to persuade him to
share with us, at a later date, his knowledge of this famous native of Send.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, 19 June ... All day visit to Small Hythe and Tenterden, in Kent. There will
be a visit to Ellen Terry's Wealden home (National Trust), Tenterden Museum and
the Cinque Port, including part of the Romney Marshes. Refreshments may be
obtained locally, or members may wish to bring their own. Meet at 9 am at Send
Marsh Green, or at Tenterden Museum by 11.30 am.

Thursday, 30 June ... Buildings Group Meeting, at 8 pm, at Kevan Cottage, Clandon
Road, Burnt Common.

Sunday, 10 July ... Day's outing to Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire, to visit the
Chalfont Shire Horse Centre, the Chiltern Open Air Museum and Milton's Cottage.
Meet at 10.15 am at Send Marsh Green. Refreshments will be available, or
members may wish to bring their own picnics. Children, who should enjoy the
first two places on the itinerary in particular, are most welcome.

Saturday, 16 July ... Ripley Summer Event, at 2 pm. The Society will have a stand
and exhibition at the Event.

We now have dates and some preliminary details of the autumn programme, as follows:

Tuesday, 27 September ... Open meeting at Send Red Cross Centre, Sandy Lane, at 8 pm.

Wednesday, 19 October ... Open meeting at Ripley Village Hall, at 8 pm. A talk on
natural history is long overdue, and we are fortunate to have Ron Croucher, of
the West Surrey Natural History Society, to give an illustrated presentation on
badgers and other topics.

Tuesday, 22 November ... Open meeting at Send Red Cross Centre, Sandy Lane, at 8 pm.

Saturday, 17 December ... Christmas Social at Ripley Village Hall.

Further details of the autumn programme will be given in the next Newsletter.

The closing date for contributions to the next Newsletter is Friday, 8 July.

Errata - Family Roots, Part I (Newsletter 79)

p10, 2nd para: "His old coats were cut up to make my boys' jackets" should read "His
old coats were cut up to make his boys' jackets."

p11, 3rd para: "Maria Longueville's granddaughter, Maria Digby" should read
"Maria Longueville's grandmother, Maria Digby".
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MICHELS RESTAURANT
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Highest quality food
individually cooked and beautifully presented
in one of Ripley's finest Georgian Houses

&@“ﬁ g,

-
&
@ now have a shop Lo
in Ripley High Street 1:9-

Come and try our large range of takeaway snacks
baked potatoes, pies, sausage rolls and pizzas
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Since Tudor times our Restaurant and
Hotel have attracted the discerning

Formerly a well-known Coaching Inn, The Talbot Hotel has always
offered tmpeccable cuisine, service and hospitality.

We are pleased to announce that we have completely refurbished our
rooms fto a standard that Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton would
have appreciated. :
Today the pleastres of our a la carfe restaurant
and hotel are yours to enjoy. It's the perfect venue
for an evening out, business conference,

wedding, banquet or a night away from it all.

The Talbot Hotel
Ripley, Surrey
Telephone: 0483 225188

Ripley Office Services

Teulon House, High Street
(Rear of Greens, opp. car park)

Ripley, Surrey, GU23 6AY

Tel: 0483 225291

Telex: 859470 ABNROS G
Fax: 0483 222878
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* CONSULTANCY REPORT TYPING *
OUR SPECIALITY
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STATIONERY, CV SERVICE
AND FAX/TELEX BUREAU
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Telephone: Guildford 224396
Hours of Business
Mon-Fri, 9 30-12.30 2.00-5.30 Sal9.30-5.30
Other imes by appointment

NOTICES

All Day Visit The Society's first all day summer outing on Sunday,

19 June, will be to visit Small Hythe and Tenterden, in Kent. The
itinerary will include Ellen Terry's Wealden home (National Trust) in
Small Hythe, and the Cinque Port of Tenterden and its museum. The Romney
Marshes and their history will also feature. Meet at 2 am at Send Marsh
Green, or at Tenterden Museum by 11.30. There are many places in the
area from which to obtain refreshments, or members may wish to bring
their own.

Day's Outing The Society has arranged a day's outing to Chalfont St
Giles on Sunday, 10 July. The programme includes visits to the Chalfont
Shire Horse Centre, the Chiltern Open Air Museum and Milton's Cottage.
Meet at 10.15 am at Send Marsh Green. Refreshments will be obtainable,
or members may wish to bring their own picnics. Children, who should
enjoy the first two places on the itinerary in particular, are most
welcome.

Ripley Summer Event The Society will have a stand at the Event, to
be held on Saturday, 16 July. In addition to the exhibition, which will
be based on the theme "Sports and Pastimes in Ripley and Send",

Charles Thurbin's newly constructed model of Newark Mill will be dis-
played for the first time.




