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Editorial

The leading editorial topic is again, inevitably this year, the weather. What the second half of the
winter will bring forth remains to be seen, but personal experience suggests that there has been
more and longer lasting pre-Christmas snow this season than in any of the last 75 years. 1936 saw
a deep layer of snow on Christmas morning. The post-war winter of 1947/8 was exceptionally
cold but mostly so towards the end of February. 1962/3 was perhaps the worst, beginning in mid-
November and continuing till March. 1981/2 saw especially low temperatures with minus 15
degrees centigrade on 12/13th December and a pipe-bursting minus 20 degrees onl3/14th
January. The deepest snow in editorial memory was on 2nd Feb two years ago. This winter,
members will recall, there were 2”-3” of snow on the last day of November, topped up to some
four inches on 2nd December but practically all gone by the 11th, only to be followed by another
four inches on 16/17th, some of which still lay on the ground on 27th December. The temperature
has been consistently some six degrees or so below average with the wind set in the north, making
December in the UK the coldest on record (since 1910). With global warming having made 2010
the hottest year on record globally, one can only assume that the melting of the Antarctic ice has
killed off the warming effect of the Gulf Stream, so that even our summers, not to mention the
winters, for the last few years have been on the cool side in contrast to the record-breaking hot
ones of the 1990s and 2003. Due to road conditions, for the first time one SRHS Committee
meeting had to be cancelled, and three times the museum has not opened. Strange times indeed
after we had gone nearly 20 years with virtually no snow.

I have enjoyed editing the past nine issues of the Journal since taking it on again as a temporary
measure after the late Ken Bourne’s long and much applauded tenure. I had previously been editor
for eleven years from the start in 1975. During my current stint of eighteen months we have
experienced the high of going over to colour illustrations and the unfortunate low of incurring two
surcharges for our postal members. I take this opportunity to thank our many contributors
(especially our President, John Slatford, for his numerous articles) who have enabled us to
maintain the high standard and the number of pages set by Ken. This issue is a bumper one.
Having passed the 100-grammes’ limit for the basic large letter postal rate, we can let it rip up to
250 before the next rate kicks in. We thank our advertisers, new and regular, who have enabled us
to pay for the extra pages, and hope that members will support them in return. Cate Davey has
kindly offered to take over as editor with effect from the next issue. Cate is a native of Send and
has been a member since 1977. Her parents, Albie and Reg Giles, had joined in our first year,
1975, so Cate could not have a better pedigree. She has also been an occasional contributor. Please
support her with your contributions as well as you have supported me. Cate’s address is Waters
Edge, 27 Potters Lane, Send,Woking, GU23 7AJ. Telephone 01483 773452. Email:
catedaveyl @gmail.com. Items for the next Journal, No. 217, may be sent to Cate or to me, Les
Bowerman.

Notes from the Chairman

Accompanying this issue of the Journal should be the agenda for the Annual General Meeting
to be held on 16th February. If anyone would like a copy of last year’s minutes please contact me,
Les Bowerman, and please let Anne, our Programme Secretary, know if you would like to say a
few words after the meeting about any collecting or historical interest you may have. The Society
needs offers of help to draw up the museum stewards rotas and from anyone who would like to
become a museum steward. New Committee members are also needed. Anne would also welcome



offers of regular help with the tea bar and to sell raffle tickets at our annual seven evening
meetings and one social.

Also enclosed should be a copy of the annual brochure of events drawn up by Anne and Clare,
and a reminder for anyone who has not yet renewed their subscription.

Photos of the Red Cross Hall, Send. Thanks to those who have lent us copies of the interior of
the new hall (now replaced by new houses). We still lack photos of the exteriors of both the new
hall and of the earlier wooden one which it replaced. Loan of such photos with permission to copy
them for our records would be much appreciated.

Binding of the Journal. This issue of the Journal, No. 216, marks the completion of the 6th six-
year volume of our bi-monthly periodical. It has been the practice to have two volumes bound and
indexed for the Society, one for the library and one spare available for the Editor for the time being
if required. A number of members have also had their personal copies of the Journal bound. If
anybody would like me to arrange this for them at the same time as the Society’s are being done,
please let me know. As yet I do not know what the price will be. Six years ago it was £40

A member of the public has asked if we can give him the date when the old Portsmouth Road
from Burnt Common to Sendhurst Grange was made into a dual carriageway. He believes it was
not long after December 1964. The 1 OS map No. 170 of 1965 does not show it, neither does the
1:50 000 mp No. 186 of 1974, but no distinction between single and double carriageway was
made then. It is clearly shown on the 1:25 000 Map No. TQ 05/15 revised in 1981. In Journal
206/10 David Porter noted that a small section at Burnt Common was made dual carriageway in
summer 1962 to enable traffic on the A247 to cross the A3 safely, but the roundabout by the Shell
garage and the dual section down to Sendhurst Grange clearly came later. The question is, when?

News for 2011
Clare McCann

We thought members might like to know that, all being well, during 2011
we should have part of a national exhibition called “This Sporting Life”
at our museum. This exhibition is touring a number of museums and we
will add to it with our local sporting heritage — in particular cricket and
cycling. The idea is that eventually it will lead to an exhibition in
London to coincide with the 2012 Olympics.

Surrey is also hoping to mark the run-up to the 2012 Olympics with
recreations of sporting events round the county. We hope to have a cricket
match to celebrate the life of Edward (“Lumpy”) Stevens, who was born in

> Send and who was credited with the introduction of the third stump.
‘Lumpy’ Stevens
Photograph courtesy of - pyenending on the timing of the Sporting Life exhibition, we hope to put
Roger Mann e .
on a separate exhibition about Rose Lane. If anyone would like to get
involved I would welcome some help. We will look at buildings and institutions in Rose Lane but
it would also be good to have memories of those who live there or used to live there. Please
contact Clare McCann on 01483 728546.



Send’s New Blacksmith Sculpture
Notes by the Editor

Many people passing along Send Road since 11th
November have noticed the sudden appearance of a
sculpture on the south-west side of the road opposite
Walnut Tree Place. If they stop they will see that it
represents a smith striking an anvil. In fact it
commemorates the fact that the forge or smithy at Send as
well as the Walnut Tree Garage used to stand where
Walnut Tree Place is now.

As noted in Journal 183 there was definitely a forge here
by 1851 and probably earlier. The first blacksmith known
to operate there was James May (of the family after which
May’s Corner became known). He was succeeded by his
grandson, Thomas May, who continued running the forge
until 1899 when he in turn was succeeded by Clarence
Sex who formed the partnership, C H Sex & Sons, with
his sons Arthur and Ron. The business became world-
renowned for the quality and variety of its wrought-iron
work (see Journal 184) but closed in the mid-1960s. The
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Walnut Tree Garage was then built on the site, to be Blacksmith Sculpture, Send
replaced by Walnut Tree Place in 2005. The re- by kind permission of Woking Review
development also took in the sites of the shoe shop and the
chemist’s, as to which see Journal 171.

[ to r: John Slatford, Audrey Smithers, David
Porter, Pat Clack, Les Bowerman

County and Borough Councillor, former Mayor
of Guildford, and SRHS member, Keith Taylor
takes up the story: “At the time planning
permission for the re-development was granted
there was a scheme in force known as ‘percent
for art’, under which 1% of the value of any
such project over one million pounds had to be
paid for the installation of an appropriate work
of public art on or close to the site concerned.
This development was just large enough to
qualify. The Parish Council was consulted, and
Send Parish Councillor, SRHS member Ted
Goldup, suggested a metal sculpture of a
blacksmith to pick up the ‘Old Forge’ theme.
Following a design competition, the contract to
create the sculpture was awarded to Utopia
Forge of Guildford. There was no suitable
location on the development site itself, and it
T was eventually agreed to install it on a small
[ to r: Pat Clack, Arthur Brewer, Audrey Smithers, Ted Goldup, garea of GBC owned land just across the road.”

Keith Taylor, Terence Patrick and Su Kelland. Squatting with s . .
his arm round the anvil is Andy Quirk of Utopia Forge. A small descriptive plaque will be fitted later.




The blacksmith himself is made of five layers of steel which
cleverly give the artistic impression of appropriate muscular
action. The tools are realistic and the anvil, we have been
told by Arthur Brewer who used to work at the smithy, is
the actual one from the Send forge. Representative
walnut tree leaves are incorporated into the base to
show the garage connection.

The sculpture was metaphorically unveiled on 9th
December by a party consisting of Councillors Keith
Taylor and Terence Patrick (Guildford Mayor Elect

and well known to SRHS as the creator of Circle 8

Films), Ted Goldup, Arthur Brewer, Andy Quirk of
Utopia Forge, Su Kelland (Arts Officer, GBC), Pat
Clack & Audrey Smithers (SRHS members, long-
time local residents and celebrity knitters), Valerie
Jenner (Editor of Ripley & Send Matters) and a
professional photographer from GBC (see previous

page).

A further party consisting of John Slatford & Les Bowerman
(SRHS President & Chairman respectively, David Porter
(SRHS member, former long-time local resident and author of Shr
articles about the forge) and Pat & Audrey (mentioned in the preceding Clack - snow joke!
paragraph) was present on 13th December when Graham (photographer to the

Surrey Advertiser group of local newspapers and himself a former resident of Send Marsh), took
shots of the scene, one of which accompanied an article in the Woking Review of 18th December
(again, see previous page). l

Photo
above by Pat

Send.
Send Forge and the walnut tree (possibly taken early 20th century)
(note walnuts on the ground)



Surrey - London’s Playground
Local History Symposium at Chertsey
30th October 2010

Notes by Clare McCann

The first speaker of the day was Keith Grieves from Kingston University who talked about Surrey
as a recreational space for Londoners. He quoted from Thomas Carlyle who described Surrey as
‘a fine green space’. Carlyle had taken a week’s trip on horseback into Surrey but later preferred
the train — the train was important in opening Surrey up to London walkers and hikers. A variety
of guidebooks, such as Surrey Highways and Byways and The Charm of Old Surrey encouraged
rambling groups such as The Sunday Tramps to get out of London to enjoy the beauty of the
Surrey Hills. We saw slides of some
of the wonderful illustrations from
these Edwardian guides as well as
railway and bus posters with titles
such as ‘Places to go awalking’ or
‘Places of enchantment’.

He also talked about the cyclists
who visited Surrey armed with
guides to friendly tearooms and §
overnight stops catering for cyclists.
Apparently Surrey became so
popular that newspapers ran
readers’ lists of their finest views -
and the order was hotly debated. A The lady cyclists Rally at Wisley Woods in 1916
visitors’ book from Leith Hill dated

1915-1920 quoted one entry, ‘If you know of a better ‘ole, go to it’. Box Hill was another spot
that featured highly and when it became threatened, Leopold Salomons bought the land and gave
it to the National Trust to ensure future public access.

The London Sunday Schools organized outings to the Surrey countryside, often supported by
London newspapers. Post-war, the railways and Greenline buses once again encouraged people to
venture out of what Hope Moncrieff had described as the ‘ugly octopus’ of urban sprawl. Surrey
was seen as a therapeutic, scenic and historic landscape.

Handa Bray followed on with ‘Air and Exercise - the story of the Hurtwood Control’. She is a co-
lateral descendant of William Bray of Manning and Bray's History and Antiquities of the County
of Surrey and heiress of the Bray estates, and, perhaps even more amazingly, can trace her
family’s fortune to the moment her ancestor rescued Richard III’s crown at Bosworth before
handing it to the future Henry VII. She gave a lively talk about her shy bachelor uncle ‘Reggie’,
who pioneered public access to privately owned land. He lived on the Shere Manor Estate south
of Peaslake on an estate of about 3,000 acres, encompassing Pitch Hill and Holmbury Hill. She
accepted that the name Hurtwood Control did not sound very welcoming but gypsies, arsonists
and cars were apparently problems and the 1926 Deed of Dedication, setting up the Control
emphasised that access was for ‘quiet enjoyment’. To counter these problems, Reggie founded a
gypsy encampment at Winterfold and hired a retired policeman to control things. More of an issue
were members of the public who arrived in cars and did not respect the area but this too was
controlled by introducing designated car parks. A commons ranger was appointed and authority



cards were also handed out to responsible people to watch out for arsonists and those who ‘may
need looking after’! Some locals were ambivalent about the creation of the Hurtwood Control but
generally it was welcomed. The Control is now a registered Charity called The Friends of the
Hurtwood. (N.B. a Hurt is a blueberry).

At lunch the displays put on by the various societies were judged and for the first time Send and
Ripley were awarded the Gravett Award for the best display. This was appropriately on Ripley’s
connection with cycling, as the next
speaker was Les Bowerman.
However, rather than dwell on Ripley,
he spoke on ‘Awheel in Surrey 1850-
1950°. He told the symposium of the
growth of cycle clubs and how
different clubs had there own ‘livery’
and arranged Meets that attracted
hundreds and even thousands of
cyclists. Hampton Court was a
particularly popular venue and the
assembled cyclists would parade for
the spectators. These Meets declined
in the late 1880s but cycle camps
became more popular and, inter alia,
two were held at Shalford Park. Some of the ‘campers’ had hammock beds and arranged
professional catering to ensure their comfort. Pianos and decorative furniture were popular and
Smoking Concerts were held in the evenings. Other pastimes included bathing, boxing, tug of war
and even egg and spoon races. In due course enthusiasm for cycle camps also waned and track
racing and time trialling became more popular. Les also spoke of the part that cycling had to play
in the emancipation of women — dress became more liberated to allow for the demands of cycling.
Women organised their own rallies, which were held for 15 years from 1916 at Wisley Woods
before moving on to Woodford Green.

Les was followed by Graham Davies from the Youth Hostels Association, who spoke about the
development of the YHA from the 1930s to the 1950s. It had been predated by the Holiday
Fellowship but the YHA had been started in Germany by Richard Schirmann and there it took off
in a big way. Here the development seems to have been a bit patchy to begin with and many
hostels were in fact existing guest houses that took YHA members on special terms. In the late
1930s more hostels were purpose built and there was a nice connection with an earlier speaker,
when we heard that the Holmbury YHA was given by Reggie Bray. Some of the hostels were very
basic and the speaker thought modern hostellers would be quite shocked at how primitive they
were. He told us that in 1938 there were 37 hostels and 28,000 members. The vast majority of
members were city dwellers who saw the YHA as a way of getting out into the countryside at an
affordable price. The war had a serious effect on the growth of hostelling but by 1950 there were
250.000 members. His talk was illustrated with some photos of Surrey hostels but he put out a
particular plea for anyone who had a photo or memories of Sun Patch Cottage at Boxhill.

The final speaker of the day was Jeremy Harte from Bourne Hall Museum who talked on ‘The
English Carnival — Derby Day on Epsom Downs’. He showed us William Frith’s wonderful 1858
painting of Derby Day — so popular at the Royal Academy summer exhibition that it had to have
rails put round it. The painting is worth visiting the Tate for and shows in fantastic detail all the
characters in the crowd associated with a day on the Downs.



When the Derby started in 1779 it was a gentlemen’s elite activity with few spectators. Betting
grew up round the ‘betting post’ (the former gallows) and spectators would ride their own horses
to watch. Other gambling activities, such as the three-card-trick, became popular, taking
advantage of naive young men. In 1830 the Grandstand was built, which increased attendance and
gradually the Derby attracted a much wider audience, many of whom came out from London. In
1898 it was estimated that the race attracted 500,000 people and the bookies were a big part of the
event. Apparently Henry James described them as, ‘one cock trying to out shout the next’. Pedlars
and gypsies have long been associated with the Derby — selling souvenir dancing dolls and using
the donkeys that had transported their goods to offer rides (pre-dating the seaside donkey). After
the First World War, when the building on the Downs was requisitioned, the race continued to
draw big crowds with charabancs, buses and trains coming out from London, but there were never
such big attendances again.

The symposium was an interesting day and I would encourage members to consider putting the
date in their diary for 2011 —Saturday 29th October. H.

The Swing Riots 1830-1832
Open Meeting talk on 20th October by Dr Judy Hill

Notes by Les Bowerman to whom any errors should be attributed

At the beginning of the 19th Century Surrey was mainly agricultural. There was mostly mixed
farming on small farms. The farmers did very well during the Napoleonic Wars, but from 1815 it
was not so profitable as it was not cost effective. Land had to be set aside, farm workers were
unemployed and there were men returning from the wars. In the 1820s it reached crisis in the rural
south, but not in Metropolitan Surrey. In southern Surrey into the Weald there was much
unemployment.

In the 18th century farm workers usually lived on the farm with the farmers’ families. By the 19th
century the farmers had become more bourgeois, and mixed much less with the labourers. Farmers
preferred to pay just a day rate and not provide them with accommodation.

The Parish looked after the poor, the young and the infirm. The cost was based on parish rates. On
the whole it worked quite well but it became a problem when there were many able-bodied
unemployed. In 1830 the critical point was reached between how much people could or would pay
for rates and how much the overseers had to pay out. It was a real crisis for the 107 rural parishes
in Surrey. The accounts were not balanced. They paid out what they had rather than what was
needed.

This led to the Swing riots, with incidences throughout England, but mainly in the south, south
east, East Anglia, and the Midlands and the Fens. It began in Kent in 1830 and spread. There were
arson attacks, mainly against farmers, but also against clergy and overseers. They also smashed
threshing machines, burned stock, fields, haystacks and farm buildings, and maimed animals.
Threshing machines came in during the Napoleonic Wars. They were not very effective, and they
were hated. There were anonymous letters asking for higher wages and dole money. The culprits
were believed to have been mainly agricultural labourers. They had shared aims, and not just one
end. Things like this had happened before. What was different this time was the extent and
severity of the attacks. Grinding poverty was the key to the disturbances, which lasted for two



years. In Surrey there were 48 fires, seven threatening letters, five food riots, two meeting riots
and one shooting. It split the bond locally between the farmer and his workers.

It is not really known why the riots were given the name “Swing”. A threatening letter in Kent was
signed “Swing” and there were references to a “Captain Swing”. The name identifies these riots.
Everybody wanted to blame outsiders, but the evidence does not exist.

A haystack alight is a terrifying sight. It could be started by a tinder box or a smouldering rag put
into the centre. It would ignite two or three hours later. Some stacks were built away from roads,
but they were still set alight.

All of the Surrey “Swing” correspondence is in the Public Record Office. Only two parish vestries
in the whole of Surrey refer to the unrest. Chobham parish appointed 80 special constables to try
to prevent the trouble. It is not easy to identify the riots. We have to depend on local newspapers,
but there were none in Surrey in the 1830s. The problem was so acute that a reward of up to £500
was offered.

After 1827 there were several bad harvests. The summer of 1830 was wet and cold and the harvest
was poor. The parishes were finding it difficult. The 1831 Poor Relief was higher than the national
average. The parishes could only raise rates up to what parishioners could pay.

There was a real problem in Dorking, but not in Guildford. Dorking was a poorer area. The
vestries were squeezed. The only employment they could find for the able-bodied were such
things as breaking stones for roads. There had been direct access to common land, but the farmers
wanted to amalgamate their holdings and this took away the common land. By the mid 1820s
Cobbett was warning about the problems this would bring. Many farmers became gentlemen
farmers and wanted gardeners rather than labourers.

“The Times” of 23 October, 1830, reported outrages in Surrey, but it took much research to find
it. There is a letter dated 5 November, 1830, from a Pinder Simpson notifying a landowner of fires.
There was arson at Caterham, Oxted, Cobham, Ditton, and Englefield Green where 50 loads of
hay were damaged. Millers were victims. There was trouble at Woking. There was a march to
Dorking where there was a riot at the Red Lion. There was a good deal of marching. People
marching in public were imprisoned. At Albury Mr Franks’ mill was set on fire and shots fired
through his bedroom window. He had become odious to the poor. James Warner was convicted.
There is a threatening letter about him. He was eventually the only one to be hung. After his death
the parish paid his widow poor relief for many years.

CHARLES VICTOR SHOESMITH (1919-2010) - An Appreciation
by Mike Giles

On the 2nd September, 2010, Ripley lost one of its better known characters and one of the few
residents left in the village who saw active service during the Second World War, with the death,
after a long illness, of Charles Victor Shoesmith; better known to his many older friends and
acquaintances as Pete, and to newcomers to the district as Peter.



Charles Victor Shoesmith, the first child of Charles and
Edith, was born at the home of his grandparents, Walter and
Harriet Carter, in Ripley on the 16th September,1919. Pete
was christened in Ripley church, where his grandfather,
Walter Carter, was churchwarden, and he later became a
member of the choir. At that time his parents lived in St.
Peter’s Road, Old Woking, and, when the time came to start
school he went to St. Peter’s school in that village. In about
1927, when the family moved to Filbert Cottage in Ripley
High Street, Pete moved to Ripley Church of England school.

It was at Ripley school where he first showed his ability at
cricket. In the Gillespie inter schools cricket cup final of 1931, against West Horsley, he and his
cousin, Wally Pullen, between them took all their opponents wickets and then went on to score all
of Ripley’s runs to win the game.

From Ripley school Pete gained a scholarship to Woking County Grammar School, which he
attended until 1937.0n regular occasions he would be accompanied in his cycle ride to school by
another well known Ripleyite, Jack Richardson, and it was at this school where he met up with
Maurice Brown, who was to remain a lifelong friend. He would, obviously have played cricket
and football during his time at Woking, but we have no record of this.

He became a member of the Boy Scouts in his teens and eventually became a King’s Scout.

Pete joined Woking Urban District Council, as a clerk, when he left school, but after about 2 years
he moved to Guildford Borough Council, where he remained in employment, apart from a break
of 6 years, doing military service, until he retired in 1979. At that time he was Borough Purchasing
Officer.

In 1940 Pete married his long-time sweetheart, Lilian Shinn, and in December of that year Paula
was born.

Soon after war broke out Pete was conscripted into the Royal Engineers and based at Liss, in
Hampshire, and it was from there that he obtained a pass out one Sunday and arrived home to find
a heap of bricks and timber where Filbert Cottage had stood. Fortunately, all the family members
had escaped a direct hit by a German bomb with only slight injuries. Lilian, at this time, was living
with the Chandler family at Avon House at the end of the village.

He transferred to the Royal Army Ordinance Corps in April, 1942, and then into the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers in September of that year, with whom he trained as a
wireless technician.

Pete had been a member of the Ripley Rifle Club from the age of about 14. This stood him in
good stead during his initial training, but almost led to his transfer into the infantry as a sniper.
He told the story that on his initial rifle shooting from the prone position on the army ranges an
N.C.O. ordered him to change his leg positions. An officer said “Leave that man alone. He’s the
only one regularly hitting the bull”. That officer suggested that Pete should consider transferring
to the infantry, but he stayed with the R.E.M.E.
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When the eventual invasion came, in June 1944, he landed at Arromanches, via the newly
constructed Mulberry Harbour, on D+6 (12 June). He was attached to the 51st. Highland Division
and was to be one of those responsible for servicing the radios, particularly in their tanks. He was
later to become extremely upset, when he finally felt able to talk about his wartime experiences,
when describing how he would repair a radio, getting to know the tank crew, only for them to be
killed on their next encounter with the enemy a few hours later. There were, however, some
diversions from the fighting. Pete’s French was always very good and he and some of his
comrades befriended some local families. He was able in his 80’s to regain contact with one
family, and son Peter was able to take Pete over to visit them.

His Division continued through northern Europe to meet up with the Russians, and Pete told the
story of his giving a Russian soldier one of his shirts. Retelling this story he added “I wonder if
he’s still got it.” When the war ended in Europe he didn’t come home, but was sent to Egypt for
a further 12 months.

Pete resumed his employment with Guildford Borough Council, working as a clerk in the
Borough Surveyors Office. He was able to resume playing cricket and became a very reliable
opening batsman and off-break bowler. He represented the Surrey Association of Cricket Clubs -
we believe this to have been in 1950 at the Oval. He was also one of the few batsmen to score a
century in the local, Flora-Doris, 20-overs a side evening competition. In the late 1950s Pete took
up golf, joining the Guildford Town club, but he continued to play cricket. On Sundays it was golf
in the morning, cricket in the afternoon. And he still played cricket on Saturdays. In later years he
moved down to captain the Ripley Cricket Club 2nd. XI, where he helped to nurture some of the
youngsters who were to form the backbone of that club in future years. He later became Chairman
of the Club. In the immediate post-war years Pete also played table tennis in Guildford. He was
also a better than average snooker player.

Of course, during this time, the family had grown by the arrival of Stuart, Peter and Jane. Lilian
set up home at 101 High Street in readiness for Pete’s arrival home from active service The family
moved from 101 High Street to 100 High Street in 1954 and, after the fire of 1969, to
No0.99,where Pete lived until his death.

I mentioned golf. Pete was Captain of the Guildford Town Club in 1965 and the game gradually
took over from cricket. After his retirement from work in 1979 he would play up to four days a
week. He had a single figure handicap and apparently achieved “a hole in one” on three occasions.
He interspersed his golf with watching Warwickshire and on visits to the Hugo family in South
Africa.

Pete considered himself a true Ripleyite. He fought to protect the village’s interests and was
especially protective of “The Green*. He became a Parish Councillor in the early 1960s and was
to remain so for many years, being Chairman for some of them. He also ran the White Hart (later
Half Moon) Tontine Club.

Pete certainly lived life to the full. I'm sure that he would have been gratified to see the numbers
who attended his funeral and interment in Ripley churchyard on 14th. September, with
representatives from Ripley Cricket Club and Guildford Golf Club joining his many friends and
acquaintances and his large family.
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Mavis Lake (1929 - 2010) - Obituary
by John Slatford

Mavis Lumsden was born in London on 31st December 1929.
She and John were married in Norbiton in 1954 and lived there
and in Byfleet for a number of years before coming to Manor
Road in Send Marsh in 1967.

Mavis was one of the earliest members of the Society and for
many years was one of the most active with the documents and
buildings groups. She was very much involved in the
transcribing of the later records of the Manor of Send and Ripley
and was enthusiastic with many of the early studies of our older houses. One of her important
contributions was when we were talking to the former Ripley School headmaster Fred Dixon
about publishing his memoirs. Mavis was prominent in the many discussions we had to remove
the more contentious parts of his manuscript before we were able to publish The Straight Furrow.
She was a very outspoken person and never hesitated to voice her opinions when in disagreement
as I found to my cost on more than one occasion! When our museum was established, Mavis was
one of the regular Saturday stewards but her health forced her to give this up in recent years.

Perhaps not known by many, she was an enthusiastic water-colourist and John has told me that
one of their rooms was her studio and is full of her equipment. Also, she enrolled as a mature
student and, after qualifying, taught at Pyrford First School for a number of years.

I remember well that Mavis was very supportive with my wife Bette. Although their illnesses were
different, many of their symptoms were similar and they often talked to compare notes.

Our sincere condolences go to John and their children Tim and Susan.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from Mike Sex:

My wife and I returned from holiday to find the usual heap of mail. I started with the Society’s
Journal and found the Send Cricket Club picture in Isla Hunt’s article on her father, Jim Jackman.
(J215/9). Here are my memories of that photo.

The lad at the bottom left is me! I was the scorer. It is possible to date the picture more accurately
from that fact. I was born in 1932 and I look to be about thirteen years old, so was the picture
taken in 1944? We had returned to Send in 1944 and I left home in 1948; I would bet that that
picture was taken in the middle 1940s.

Now to personalities. The chap on the left at the back is Arthur Andrews; he and his sisters, Jill
and Hazel, were the children of Fred Andrews, Ripley’s butcher in those days. Third on the left at
the back is Alfie, who surname I now forget. I do, however, wonder about Bert Hooker; he looks
like Harry Taylor, who was captain at the time. The Warner man I vaguely remember — but this
was sixty-odd years ago.
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A thought occurs to me — where did the picture come from? Perhaps the person it belongs to can
say more about it.

Editorial Note: The photo was produced by Isla Hunt, who gave the names of the players she knew
in her caption to the photo.

Send Crcket Club ca 1950s
Back row [ to r: 2nd Jim Jackman; 5th Jim Oliver
Front row [ to r: 3rd Ron Sex

Comments on Journal 215
Pat Clack

Just a few comments on Journal 215 — a very interesting edition.

Page 3 — the newspaper report of the evacuees’ concert. Our two evacuees, Christine and Doreen
Scholes, are mentioned, and I can remember my Mum making the angels’ wings.

Page 4 — the picture of the cornflower pickers. The one on the left is Elsie Styles, who was Sylvia
Wallace’s sister. Then comes Henry Bullock. Next to him is Mrs Smallbone and the one on the
extreme right is Dolly Smith who was married to Albert Smith. They lived on Send Hill. I recall
when the cornflowers were a mass of blue where St Bede’s school now is. My great-aunt Emma
came to stay and she took me for a walk there. I was about eight and the field was fenced off. She
said she would push me underneath to pick some for my Mum. I said no, I wasn’t allowed in there,
but she persisted and stood while I picked a few. When we got home she said “Give them to your
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mother” and Mum was horrified. She said “You KNOW you are not allowed in there”, and Auntie
Emma stood there and said nothing — so I took all the blame!

Page 5 - I love the picture of Bill Challen in his garage — that was the outfit he always wore when
he took us out for a drive. His favourite place to go was to Dorset to see my Grandma and
Grandpa. He always got a good meal and enjoyed the countryside. We were actually there when
War broke out. We arrived about 10.45 and Grandma said Mr Chamberlain was speaking at 11.
We all gathered round Grandma'’s little battery radio and heard the famous speech saying we were
now at war with Germany. We took Peter Parvin with us that day — he was about four — and we
knew he would be safe in the fields outside Grandma’s little cottage, so he went out to play on a
tractor. Just at the end of the speech we heard a howl from outside. He had been stung by a wasp;
he still reminds me of it!!

I would doubt that was Audrey Challen in the picture. I recall her as a good-looking young girl,
and that photo doesn’t bear any resemblance to how I remember her!

Page 7 — I remember Isla Jackman very well when they lived in Potters Lane. As stated, her father
was in the Send cricket team, also Ron Sex. I think the boy (not in cricket clothes) is Michael Sex.
Alf Sale is 3rd left at the back. I would have thought Jim Oliver was 5th at the back, not 6th. I
think 6th is Clive Sanger. Second from right in the front row is Jack Stedman. He was in the army
later and wrote a book about Send called “Louisa’s Boy”; I have a copy of this. Two of his sisters

were in the WAAF with me at Nutfield near Redhill. One of them married Arthur Brewer.

The History of Horrells, Newark Lane, Ripley
John Slatford

Recent acquisitions at the Surrey History Centre have prompted this study into the origins of these
houses in Newark Lane and as to where the name Horrells came from. The houses today are the
row Nos 17-23, the bungalow No 25 and the row Nos 27-33, which are known as “Little Horrells”.
The best way to illustrate the development of this part of Newark Lane is by examining the large
scale Ordnance Survey maps in the years 1870, 1896 and 1914.

The map of 1870 shows just a pair of houses on the land within the present boundaries and it will
be shown that these dated from the early 1600s. The map of 1896 shows the original houses still
in place but there is now a row of eight cottages between them and the former Stansfield Bros.
ginger beer bottling plant. Today only four of these cottages remain, Nos 27-33. They are still
known as Little Horrells. On the map of 1914, the original pair of houses had by then gone and
in their place is the newly built Nos 17-23. To bring the state of the site up to date, during World
War II Newark Lane suffered damage in bombing raids and the row of eight cottages was hit in
two separate attacks in 1940. There are descriptions of the effects of these, including the story that
Tom Buller and his bed ended up in one of the craters at Little Horrells, in the Society’s book
Memories of War. The result of these attacks was that half of the row had to be demolished,
leaving only the present day Nos 27-33. Nothing happened to the vacant space until after the war
when the present day No 25, now much extended, was built.

The name Horrells can be traced back through the manorial records of the Manor of Send and
Ripley to the years from 1606 to 1638 when John and Edward Horrell were tenants of the Manor.
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They were variously at different times: the “keeper of the common park™ (i.e. responsible for what
is now Ripley Green), the “pin folder” (responsible for the village pound) and the “ale taster”.
Whether they were father and son or brothers is not clear.

Newark Lane Present day Present day
Nos 27-33 Nos 17-23
Yy ¥ LN e,
J ﬁ ; &
g \\ ¢

0\ N

7N :
\
&4 -.:??
L)
~— ]
(R N
] AN
" \J
If
x BN
K\
-.. [
2¥em
==l
\\ [
T ~x RoLg
1896 Map 1914 Map

The Horrells Houses, Newark Lane, Ripley

In 1618, John Horrell was granted, as a copyhold tenant, a 1/5th acre parcel of enclosed waste land
with an annual rental of 2d per annum, that is, two old pence. He then built a cottage for himself
since this is recorded as “lately built” in 1626. Eight years later, he surrendered his cottage to the
lord but at the same time came to the court and took back the land and the cottage from the lord
for himself and “a certain Joan Otweey, widow, whom he intended to marry” and they were then
admitted as joint tenants. In 1639, they surrendered their cottage (that is, they sold it) to William
Stout who in turn in 1669 surrendered to George Milles a “house formerly Horrells” rent being
still 2d. The house continued to be surrendered and new copyhold tenants admitted up until the
year 1865 when Edmund John Spiers inherited the property from his father Samuel Spiers. EJ
Spiers clearly wanted to sell his inheritance in the best possible way and he obtained the
enfranchisement, i.e. he bought the freehold, for which he paid the Lord of the Manor the sum of
£35 and 7shillings.

Edward Horrell was also a copyholder of a cottage and one rood (equal to '/, acre) with a rent of
two shillings per annum, and this property continues to appear in the manorial record as “all that
messuage called Horrells rent 2 shillings per annum” until 1874 when Henry Downes Bowyer was
admitted as the copyhold tenant, having paid £350 to James Hyde. Bowyer then obtained
enfranchisement from the Earl of Onslow for the sum of £70.

Because of the sequence of the documents now at the Surrey History Centre, it is clear that the

properties described above were the pair of cottages that appear on the Ordnance Survey map of
1870. It was after the enfranchisement that both properties were acquired by Stephen Green. He
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Estimate for building four cottages - probably present day Little Horrells
Reproduced by kind permission of Surrey History Centre, SHC ref: 5091/4

paid £300 to Henry Downes Bowyer but only £70 to Edmund John Spiers. Stephen Green was the
founder of the shoemaking business in the High Street which eventually became the furnishing
business W B Green, now Wyllie & Mar.

In 1882, not long after he acquired the cottages and the land, Stephen Green started building. One
of the surviving documents is an 1882 estimate to Mr Green from John Pullen for building four
cottages for £380 but reduced to £370 according to altered plans. Also on the estimate are three
stamped receipts for the full amount showing completion on 29th September 1882. Which of the
eventual eight cottages these four were is not clear but it is very likely that the second four were
built soon afterwards — certainly before 1896. Stephen Green died in 1888 and his Newark Lane
property passed to his son Richard who by that time had also established the Richard Green
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hardware business adjacent to the main entrance to Ripley Green (later destroyed in a spectacular
fire in 1969).

Richard Green died in 1908 at the age of 73. In his will dated 18th April of that year, he appointed
his son William Bonfield Green and his elder daughter Elizabeth Mary Tedder, the wife of James
Tedder, the Ripley grocer, as his executors. He left his Newark Lane Horrells property to his
younger daughter Emily Jane Nokes, the wife of Joshua Nokes. The conveyance which
transferred the property refers to “all that parcel of land situate in Newark Lane, Ripley upon
which ten cottages have now been built but which parcel was formerly known as Horrells”. Thus
it is clear that at that time the original pair of cottages were still there. The 1896 map showed that
the row of eight had previously been completed.

Although there are no known surviving documents after 1909, it would seem that after the death
of Emily Jane Nokes in 1954 at the age of 90, the Horrells properties passed to her unmarried
daughter Daisy Elizabeth. After her death in 1965 aged 72, the properties were sold over several
years by her executors who were in New Zealand, mostly it would seem to sitting tenants. Her
niece Betty Nokes, before her death in 1997 aged 77, passed one of the collections of documents
to Jane Bartlett and these are now deposited at the Surrey History Centre. Betty Nokes was the
daughter of Charles Hayden, the elder brother of Daisy Elizabeth and better known as Charlie
Nokes at Richard Green’s Hardware.

My thanks are due to Jane Bartlett for putting me right on a number of points and to Pat Cooper
and Freda Spickett for their conversations about the wartime history.

Sources: Surrey History Centre Refs: 5091 & 8533.
Send and Ripley Manorial Court records, Parish Registers and Census returns. l

The present day Little Horrells - Nos 27-33
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George Griffith, Cricketer, and Family, of Ripley
Andrew Jones

T -

Lithograph of George Griffiths
by kind permission of Michael Down, Boundary Books Ltd

George Griffith was born in Ripley On 20 December 1833, the eldest child of George & Ann
Griffith of Ripley, He was also known as Ben (“the Lion Hitter”) Griffith. It is not known where
George went to school, as he is not listed in the Two Village Schools book published by SRHS.
Presumably he was schooled in Ripley, but it is not known whether he learnt his cricketing skills
playing for Ripley.
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George was trained as a baker but his love was cricket, although he is listed on the 1851 census
as a helper in the stables. On the 1861 census he is listed as a baker, so he probably learnt his
baking trade between 1851 and 1861. He is also listed as a baker on the 1871 census and was also
lodging at 73 Rampton Road, Thornton, Lancashire, at this time, presumably playing cricket. He
was married in 1857 at Lambeth, London, to Eliza Burdett, born 1837 in Ripley. From this union
came six children, all born in Ripley. First of these was Harriett who was born in 1857 and
possibly married a William Brewster in 1877 at Guildford, but no more is known about them at
this time. Next came George who was born 1859 and possibly married in 1889 in Guildford to
Ellen Emma Tanner, born in Ripley. On the 1891 census they are listed as living at 6 Park Street,
St Nicholas Parish, Guildford. It is not known if they had any children. Ellen unfortunately died
in 1895 and the only other reference to George (widower) I can find is on the 1901 census where
he is listed as being a hotel porter (domestic) living at the Black Horse, Chapel Street in St Mary’s
parish, Guildford. Next came William, born in 1860, and listed on the 1881 census as a
bricklayer’s labourer, but sadly he died in 1898 at Guildford. Next came Minnie, born in 1864.
No more is known about her at this time. Then there was Ellen, born 1868 and listed as a scholar
(at school) in 1881. She was married in 1889 at Guildford to Henry Butcher, born 1866 in
Billingshurst, Sussex. They possibly had two children, both of whom were girls called Ellen, but
both died in the same year. They were born at Worplesdon and Guildford in 1890 and 1891,
respectively. The last child was Henry who was born 1897. This is all that is known about him at
this time.

George Griffith was a professional cricketer, lucky or skilful enough to be part of the Eleven of
All England that toured Australia in 1861/2. He and his colleagues travelled out on the SS Great
Britain, a packet ship of the Black Bell line (Returned as a wreck from the Falkland Islands in
1969, restored and now open to the public in Bristol where it had been built - Editor). There was
a paper published on board called The Cabinet, which published the voyage outward. The journey
started on 19 October 1861 and finished on the 23 December 1861, a total of 64 days at sea, and
it said this about the Eleven of All England:

“The enterprising firm of Messrs Spiers and Pond, who are now bringing the Eleven out at their

own expense, are trusting the generosity of the public to repay the necessary outlay, and it will
undoubtedly prove a very advantageous speculation. Mr Mallam, their agent, having proceeded to
England, entered into negotiations with the best eleven that could be selected and with them
concluded the following arrangement: - on the one hand, that a saloon passage be provided for
them in the “Great Britain ““ to Australia; a first-class passage, per overland route, to England; and
first-class board and lodgings, and all expenses paid, while in the colony. On the other hand, that
the English Eleven play not more than thirteen matches against twenty-twos in any of the
Australian colonies, so that they shall be completed by the time the English mail leaves
Melbourne on the 26th of March 1862. Of the gentlemen who are now accompanying us under
this arrangement the following is a list, together with a statement of their qualifications as laid
down by the best authorities in England:-

Stephenson, Heathfield Harman:- Born at Esher, Surrey , member of the A.E.E., and captain of
the Australian team, is one of the best cricketers of the day, and for his gentlemanly demeanour
and partiality among the “profession” is much respected. His wicket-keeping is splendid,
equalling anyone’s; as a hitter, he is unquestionably very scientific; and his bowling is the most
difficult in England, his pace being fast with a peculiar delivery.
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Caffyn, William:- Born at Reigate, Surrey, member of the A.E.E., and on the committee. His
services to his county, as well as for England, are most invaluable, being both first-rate as a bat
and bowler, which high position he has held for some years.

Mortlock, William:- Born at Kennington, Surrey, and member of the U.A .E.E.(United All England
Eleven) According to his performances, he is unquestionably the best long-stop in England. He
has a commanding style of batting, and generally scores well, being steady and persevering.

Griffith, George:- Born at Ripley, Surrey, and member of the U.A.E.E. A most terrific left-hand
hitter; no one can excel his brilliant hitting when the ground is suitable for the purpose. He is a
good left-hand fast bowler, and a splendid slip.

Sewell, Thomas, Junior:- Born at Mitcham, Surrey, has proved himself to be a first-rate man “all
round.” He is a fast run-getter, and a most useful bowler. Is also a member of the U.A.E.E.

Stephenson, Edward:- Born at
Sheffield, Yorkshire. He has as
fine a defence as any man in
England, and can also hit and
keep wicket well. He is
considered A1 in the north.

Hearne, Thomas:- Born at
Chalfont St Peters, Bucks. Has a
strong defence, is a good hitter,
and a good long-stop. Is a
member of the U.AEE.

Mudie, William:- Born at
Kennington,Surrey. A good
steady bat, and occasionally
indulges in a little slow-bowling,
which is very difficult to play .

Iddison, Roger:- Born at Bedale,
Yorkshire. His services were
secured by the Broughton Club,
Manchester. He is a fast bowler, a
fair bat, and a good field.

Lawrence, Charles:- Born at
Hoxton, Middlesex, and captain
of the All Ireland X1. A good
W : cricketer all round, first-rate bat,
Five of the strong Surrey team of 1861 : and a good field.

[ to r: Billy Mortlock, Ton Lockyer, H H Stephenson, Billy Caffyn and

George ‘Ben’ Griffith

Photograph reproduced from The Trailblazers: The First English Cricket

Tour of Australia: 1861-62 by kind permission of Boundary Books Ltd
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Bennett, George:- Born at Shorne, Kent. A slow, round-arm bowler, a first-rate bat, also a good
long leg.

Wells, George (gone):- Born at London, Middlesex. A good cricketer all round, being a splendid
bat a first-rate bowler, and a capital point. Is a member of the U.A.E.E.”

When arriving at Australia The Cabinet had this to say about the cricketers:

“The landing of the eleven was of course, an event of itself. So soon as the vessel was telegraphed
off Cape Otway the excitement, we learn by the Melbourne press, was great among all classes,
and it culminated on her appearance off Sandridge on Tuesday morning. By that time Sandridge
had put out all its bunting and one indefatigable gentleman had even improvised a triumphal arch
- not a triumph in itself - while the ships in the bay were gay with colours. The debarkation of the
Eleven was not to take place, however, until the same hour of the clock. On board the steamer,
therefore, the men remained, in company with Mr Mallam. To those who paid an early visit to the
ship, they were easily distinguishable from the rest of the passengers by the distinctive hat of grey
felt and blue ribbon which some liberal hatter of Liverpool had presented to them just before their
departure. In due time the committee were brought to the “Great Britain” — the introductory
speech of Mr. Rusden, and Mr. Stephenson’s short, sharp, decisive reply, were completed — the
cricketers, committee, and sundries were on board the little “lioness” and the railway pier, upon
which a population seemed to have
suddenly grown, was reached. There was
much excitement, which expressed itself
in vociferous cheers, and in rushing after
the “lions” as they made for the pier
hotel. The numbers of people who
congregated outside this place during the
while it contained the cricketing
champions could not have mustered less
than four or five thousand. Loud cries
were raised by these outsiders, the

GEORGE GRIFFITH
Personal information

Left-handed batsman
Left-arm fast (round-arm)/
left-arm slow (under-arm)

Batting style
Bowling style

International information

National side English

Career statistics

purport of which was understood to be

that the knights of blue ribbon should [| prmeito" o
make their appearance upon the balcony. Runs scored 6314
This request was complied with, and the Batting average 15.94
cheering recommenced. Cheers were || 100s/50s 2/20
given for the Eleven, or twelve it might || 1P score 142

« e e Balls bowled 27410
be, for Wells, the “Yorkshire” pioneer, Wickets 668
had rejoined his friends of the bat, and Bowling average 16.89
had donned likewise a grey felt hat with a || 5 wickets in innings 51
blue ribbon. Cheers were given for Mr. ]130 Wi;ketls in match . 1390

« » est bowling -

Mallam, the agent who had “shepherded Catches/stumpings 200/3

them on their way, and cheers again for
Messrs Spiers and Pond, who were
conspicuous among the throng. More
cheers, as the new comers climbed to the
top of a gay coach drawn by eight

Source: Lemmon, David: The History of Surrey County
Cricket Club (Christopher Helm, 1989), ISBN 0-7470-
2010-8, p33
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handsome greys; more cheers as they dashed along the Sandridge road; and then Sandridge
seemed to take unto itself low-backed cars and railway trains, and to melt into Melbourne.”

The Australians took to George Griffith and called him “The Lion Hitter” and it was reputed
locally and internationally that he was the hardest hitter of his time. I will not say any more about
this tour as it is well documented elsewhere in other publications and on the Internet. George
Griffith was also chosen to tour South America in 1868 with Edgar Willsher and he received praise
on the journey as he was only one of four of the English team who was not sea sick. Neither tour
was considered first class cricket but George Griffith was received well.

George Griffith started his professional career in cricket by playing for the Priory Park Club in
Chichester until 1856 and joined Surrey the following year. He left the staff at the end of 1863
over a disagreement of terms but continued to play for the club until 1872. His best year was 1864
where he played seventeen first-class matches and scored 489 runs. He took 69 wickets that
season, that figure being supplemented by 26 catches, more than anyone else in the country. The
previous season, 1863, he had been even more successful with the bat, and made his highest score
of 142 runs against Sussex and Hove. It was once said “If George Griffith gets a loose one, he will
send it far away“. An example of this occurred in 1864 at Hastings when George hit all four balls
of an over out of the grounds to the Station Road Tavern, each of them counting as “lost” sixes.
In 1865 at Islington one of his hits was measured at 119 yards.

George (Ben) Griffith came to a very sad end. After a successful career in cricket his troubles
started around the 1870s when he threw his left arm out at Dublin and rendered it almost useless
for bowling, and then later on at the Oval he strained his back attempting a catch. By 1872 Surrey
awarded him a benefit match, which raised around £400 pounds for him. He retired from Test
cricket and umpired for one or two seasons and also coached at Oxford for a few years, as well as
at Rugby, Winchester, Harrow and Cheltenham College. He also for a short time was the Landlord
of the Queens Head in Brodie Road, Guildford, and he had run or helped run the Talbot Tap in
Ripley some years earlier.

George Griffith’s death occurred on 3rd May 1879. The story goes something like this. The family
was living in Stoughton Lane at this time and George was quite ill. He had suffered an attack of
yellow jaundice that year. He at this time was drinking heavily and was removed from his house
many times by Police Constable Prior at the request of his wife. He was described as dirty and
untidy by the carpenter who had talked and shared a pot of beer with him on the morning of his
death. Later that day the carpenter saw George Griffith drinking and talking to no one at the Row
Barge pub in Stoughton Lane. This was the last known sighting of George Griffith for at half past
noon PC Prior was called to Griffith’s house where he found him dead in the bedroom. He had
hung himself with a piece of rope which he had obtained from the carpenter’s shop that morning.
He had tied it to two sidepieces of a headboard .The coroner heard from Eliza his wife that she
had seen him the morning before in the washroom but had only heard him the night before his
death as he had been acting strange for two weeks and had not eaten in the house for nine weeks
or so and had taken to locking himself in his bedroom at nights, so she slept downstairs during
this period. The jury’s verdict was suicide while in a state of unsound mind. George Griffith was
buried at the churchyard of Stoke on 10th May 1879.
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Not much is known of Eliza Griffith after his death but she appears on the 1881 census of
Guildford, living at 8 Stoughton Terrace as housekeeper to George Glew, bricklayer. Also living
at this address were William and Ellen.

This is all that I can write on George Griffith and his immediate family. This article was compiled
with help from By his Own Hand by David Frith. The picture of George Griffith can also be seen
in A Celebration Of Cricket at Ripley with a Foreword by Ashley Giles. The Cabinet newspaper
articles were published by the SS Great Britain project. Other pictures and information are from
the Internet.

Cedar House, High Street, Ripley
John Slatford

Since the early days of our Society much has been written at different times in our Newsletters
and Journals about the history of Cedar House and the adjacent Tudor House. The new owner of
——— _ Cedar House and the new
™ business NEST has been
given a history of the house
commissioned by the
EFj [ previous owners Tom and Val
Harris from professional
] researchers, House History
S Ltd. We have been very
surprised to discover that
= & most of the data used to
i produce this history has been
taken, without our
knowledge, from our
Society’s own  records
© John Statford including a plan sketch of the
Cedar House, Ripley in 2010 two houses produced by
myself in 1982! Now is an
appropriate time to look again at the history of the two properties, which were one until the early
1800s. However, to avoid repetition, it is best to refer to previous articles, and one from
Newsletter No. 46 (Sept/Oct 1982) and another from No. 77 (Nov/Dec 1987), by my late wife
Bette and myself, are reproduced here. Much was also written by Basil Howard whose family
owned the property all through the 1920s. His many reminiscences of those times and of the
celebrities who visited Ripley appeared in our newsletters, notably in Nos. 79, 89 and 100.

. [T
]

Prior to around 1800, the single building was known as the George Inn and Farm with the earliest
record as “The Signe of the George” being in the year 1544 when Henry VIII granted the Manor
of Send and Ripley to Sir Anthony Browne. The manor had, until 1537 when Henry dissolved the
monasteries and acquired Newark Priory, been held by the Prior of Newark and The George was
one of the properties listed in the subsequent grant. The tenant at that time was James Jackson.
The grant document listing the various properties of the Manor, bearing Henry’s seal, has survived
and is held at the Surrey History Centre.
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Since the 1982 article, the ownership of Cedar
House has passed through Mr and Mrs David
Bolt (1983-1987), Mr and Mrs Tom Harris
1987-1990), Mr and Mrs John Speed (1990-
2002), who had a Victorian Art Gallery in the
shop and, finally, Mr Tom and Mrs Valerie
Harris. During the final months of the Harris
ownership, the Cedar House Deli was opened
by their tenants David and Gilly Thomas but
since the sale of the property in the summer of
last year, the new owner Deborah Holden has
established her home and gift shop NEST.

THE GEORGE INN, RIPLEY, SURREY
Now Cedar House and Tudor House
The homes of Mr & Mrs D M L Bolt and Dr & Mrs R L Gale

This house is largely timber framed and of three storeys, with part cellars, but is very complicated
and made up of several parts.

There is a long block A B C D, parallel to the road and probably of five bays. This was originally
of two storeys and attics, with a roof of rafters resting on a wall plate at the level just above the
two bay windows in the front. This had a “dropped tie truss”, so the attics were used — most likely
date for this truss c.1620-1650. The four gables in the rear were contemporary, the second one
containing the stair (at E) with closed string and turned balasters, with half balasters affixed to
plain newel post, each with a ball finial. The gables had collars and rafters only and no sign of
jowls in the upright post.

About 1840 there were large alterations at the south west end. The bow windows were added, also
the doorcases with reeding and roundels (and a similar marble fireplace upstairs) and the wall was
rebuilt in Flemish Bond with a french window. At the same time the roofs were rebuilt in the form
of two parallel ranges, the rear one being narrow and both having ridge pieces. The parapet in the
front of the house was raised and the ceiling sloped downwards to give maximum light from
inserted windows. In the attics were several pine doors of triple planks with recessed centres
reused from more important rooms in the building.

The chimney in the two north west rooms had a passageway cut through it about this time (1840),
but was originally older and has a fine early 17th stone surround with a flat four-centred arch and
a lintel with griffons and strapwork arranged symmetrically about a central (empty) shield (F).
This may have been imported, but is in Upper Greensand, and there are local parallels. On the
other side of the stack on the first floor was a contemporary fireplace with curved timber lintel,
the hollow chamfer of which was continued in the brick piers.
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The ground floor room at the north east end was fully panelled, perhaps at the end of the 18th
century.

Some time about 1800 a single bay was added in brick (with an end chimney) to the south east
(with a cellar underneath) (B C G H). This was once a butcher’s shop with a door in front of the
chimney and would appear when built to have been separate from the inn. This had a fine fireplace
upstairs with Ionic pilasters and a panelled lintel. The windows were sashes but without horns.
Behind the shop was a small parlour with a corner fireplace. This led to a kitchen block (M N O
P) parallel to Rose Lane and beyond this was a former building with louvre windows believed to
be a slaughterhouse (J K L M). Both these buildings had side purlins and angle struts although a
small extension over the kitchen stairs had a single queen strut truss. Neither is likely to date from
before 1600.

A fine closet with access from the intermediate landing of the open well staircase at E is an added
amenity of about 1800. The siting of this feature in the house is one generally favoured by the

improvers of this period.

Originally written by Jim Oliver and abstracted from Newsletter No. 46.Sept/Oct 1982.

THE GEORGE INN, RIPLEY (now Cedar House and Tudor House)
By Bette and John Slatford

The earliest reference we have found to the George Inn in Ripley is from the Send and Ripley
Court Rolls, when James Jackson held an Indenture dated 29 October 1537 of a tenement called
“The Signe of the George”.

The next reference is from the Letters Patent (ref GMR 165/7/36 Henry), when Henry VIII granted
the Manor of Send and Ripley to Anthony Browne, Knight of the Honorable Order of the Garter
and Master of all our Horse, and stated ““all that our messuage or tenement commonly called ‘The
Signe of the George’ in Ripley and all lands, meadows, pastures, closes and other hereditaments
to that messuage, formerly belonging to New Place (i.e. Newark Priory) and now occupied by
James Jackson.”

By 1544 “The Signe of the George” was in the occupation of John Daws and Beatrice his wife
and 1558 Thomas Stanton kept it. He was still there in 1576 (GMR LM 1034/5 — notes by R N
Bloxam).

From 1576-1692 no mention can be found of The George, but in Newsletter No. 46, however, the
present building is dated from 1620-50, therefore we can assume that it was rebuilt about that

time.

From about 1711 The George was owned by the Onslow family and in 1722 was occupied by John
Nelmes. On the 1777 Onslow estate map the tenant is shown as John Lloyd.

By April 1779 it had passed to John Williams Onslow and he sold it to Peter Broadley and John
Chandler who in turn sold it and the land to John Whitburn and Sarah his wife.
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A note in the Court Rolls of 1788 states that The George was the meeting place for the Court
Baron of that year.

In 1793 John Whitburn enclosed waste on part of the highway near The George and built on it
(192 Ft) (we think this measurement is square feet and was the eastern corner of the building
which became a butcher’s shop).

According to the Land Tax Returns, John Whitburn owned The George and it was let in 1798 to
John Mankin and in 1802/3 to William Halliday.

John Whitburn died in 1802 and his trustees Francis Whitburn and Anthony Sterry decided to sell
The George in three parts. The house was sold to William Halliday (already living in the western
half) and to Henry Harland (the eastern half). The land to the west, described as “the stable,
woodhouse, cartshed and ground, being part of the yard called the George Inn yard in the
occupation of William Halliday” was sold by auction to John Thompson for £120. He sold a year
later to John Dawes for £136 who, it seems, built the house which is now Ripley Vicarage (see
Newsletter No. 64). It was probably at this time (c1802) that The George ceased to be an inn.

Henry Harland died in 1808 and his widow remained owner of the eastern half until her death in
1820. A butcher, Philip Dawes, related by marriage to the Whitburns and the Harlands, then
acquired the property, including the butcher’s shop, and was there until his death in 1852. He was
followed by two of his sons who were both butchers; first Charles and, after he died in 1862,
Alfred. By 1881 Thomas Woodbury is listed as the butcher living there and by 1919 Grimditch &
Webb, also butchers, had acquired it.

In the Inclosure Award of 1815, William Halliday was awarded grazing rights for two sheep
(owners of Tudor and Cedar Houses have retained these farren rights which give them each the
right to graze a sheep on Ripley Green). He was described as a grocer and tea dealer. He died in
1841 aged 71 and is buried in Ripley Churchyard.

According to the census returns, Dr Joseph Harvey Sutcliffe, the village doctor, was the occupant
of the western half in 1861 and 1871. He later moved to Fairfield House, later the Clocke House
(now known as Michels Restaurant) [currently known as Drakes - Ed.], where he remained until
his death in 1921 aged 92.

In 1881 Robert Boreman, estate agent, lived there with his two unmarried sisters. One of these,
Jane, remained until her death in 1916 after which Wallington Eldred was resident. So by 1919
Grimditch & Webb owned the eastern half of The George and Mr Eldred owned the western half,
which was then known as Cedar House.

At the end of 1919 Mr and Mrs Howard purchased the then Cedar House and there opened their
tea house. Around 1930 they acquired the other half, including Grimditch & Webb’s butcher’s
shop, and extended the tea house into it. Mr and Mrs Howard retired just before the Second World
War. They let the original Cedar House (but now called Tudor House) to Mr and Mrs Burnside as
a private dwelling. The corner tea house was let to Miss Tappin. After the war, the properties were
sold and the tea house became the Cedar Restaurant and is, of course, now Cedar House.
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Since the property was in two separate ownerships after 1802, it would seem logical to suggest
that reconstruction of the roof took place earlier. This conclusion is contrary to that reached in
Newsletter No. 46, which put the butcher’s shop at 1800 and the roof at around 1840. From the
documentary evidence it seems more likely that the work was undertaken by John Whitburn some
time after 1793 when he inclosed and built on part of the highway. Since the western end changed
hands after the death of William Halliday (1841), the conclusion in Newsletter No 46 that the bow
windows were added around 1840 would seem to be substantiated, especially so since the feature
applies only to the western half.

Sources: Guildford Muniment Room
Send and Ripley Court Rolls
1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 Census Returns.
Send and Ripley Parish Registers
Pigot’s and Kelly’s Directories
Send and Ripley Land Tax
The Bishop of Guildford’s Registry.

Abstracted from the original in Newsletter No. 77. Nov/Dec 1987.

A year in the Greenhouse at Dunsborough.
Sid Stanley

I started work at Dunsborough in January 1949 in the greenhouses. I had no experience of the type
of work I would be doing. The foreman in the glass houses was Mr Ted Simpson, a man who had
worked pre-war in a large garden in Berkshire and was trained by the old type garden experts.
After several years at Dunsborough he went on to 2

be gardener to the Bowes-Lyon family.

In January chrysanth and dahlia tubers, geraniums
and fuchsia stock were moved into a gentle heat to
start growth for cuttings for the coming season.
Later on, cuttings were taken and placed in the
propagation frames. Seeds of some of the slower-
growing bedding plants were sown as were the
seeds of tomato, melon, and cucumber for early
crops under glass.

In the fruit houses the peach and nectarine trees
were pruned and tied fan-shape to the wires. The
grape vines had all the loose bark taken off and
washed down with insecticide. The beds were top-
dressed with compost, and sliced carrots were
placed on the beds to catch wire worm as early
lettuce were grown as a catch crop. Crumpled
newspaper was placed behind the trees to catch the
vine weevils .This was checked every morning. The

il
Photo by Clare McCann, by courtesy of
Dunsborough Park
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pests found were tipped into a mixture of nicotine and water. Cuttings taken earlier were now
potted into size 60 pots and the seedlings pricked out into boxes.

One special job about this time was to grow plants for Carters seed company to be shown at the
R.H.S. Chelsea Flower Show at the end of May. We grew Gloxinia, Schizanthus, Calceolarias and
Cineraria. These had special treatment, such as temperature control, sunlight and shade variation,
to have them in perfect condition for the show.

Up to 120 chrysanths were potted on into 5-inch pots and later into 10-inch pots and moved
outside to the standing ground and tied to straining wires, These were watered up to thee times a
day on hot summer days, fed weekly, tied in and disbudded. Bedding plants were hardened off for
planting out during the first week of June. Work then changed to general greenhouse work.

During the summer the garden was opened to the public for a day, the money going to charity.
People always spent a great deal of time in the stove house which housed a collection of tropical
plants - three dozen or more species, such as pineapples, bananas, hibiscus, gardenia, hoya, and
stephanotis. The temperature in there reached 120 degrees Farenheit and was very humid.

As the season moved on, the greenhouse used for tomato plants was cleared and washed down
ready to take the chrysanths, which had spent the summer outside. Bedding dahlias and geraniums
were brought in, cleaned up and re-potted and placed in the cool-house. The boilers were lit,
which led to another job. Once a month you had the job for a week of stoking the fires three times
a day including the weekend. The last stoking was eight in the evening. You were paid a pound a
week for this extra job.

Bulbs were planted for winter flowering. The usual Christmas plants were grown. Chrysanths
were cut to go to London offices and the clubs where Flo Desmond was working. Local

greengrocers also took some.

Christmas over, and back again to starting the cycle of cuttings, etc. l

A Photo by Clare McCann,
ae | courtesy of
™ Dunsborough Park
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The Elephant Hawk-Moth
Andrew Jones

Early one summer’s day I went down the garden to my greenhouse; I had left the door open and
was checking around as usual and was surprised to see two Elephant Hawk-moths resting on the
woodwork. I did not know at this time what moths they were, so I went back indoors to grab my
digital camera and returned to the greenhouse and managed to take a few photos of these large
brightly coloured moths.

© Andrew Jones

This is what I have found out about them. The Elephant Hawk-moth (Deilephila Elpenor. Family:
Sphingidae) is quite common and is found throughout Britain and Ireland except for the North and
East of Scotland. They have a typical wing span between 50 and 70 mm and are quite striking with
bright pink wings and body, and tinges of olive green and brown. They seem to shimmer with
green and red when in motion.

The adults (imago) are usually seen between May and June; they fly at night and feed on nectar
from such plants as honeysuckle, petunias, fuchsia, rhododendron and other nectar-rich flowers.
They are eaten by some species of bat.

This species of Hawk-moth (Deilephila Elpenor) possesses good night or scotopic vision. Its eye
includes two different kinds of ommatidium; each contains nine light sensitive cells, of which
seven contain a pigment whose absorption spectrum peaks in the green part of the spectrum, but
in one type the remaining two receptors have peak absorption in the blue and in the other type they
have peak reception in the ultra violet. The moth therefore has the cellular prerequisites for
trichromatic colour vision. Adults have been shown to be capable of making colour
discriminations at night-time levels of illumination, and they sustain these discriminations despite
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changes in the spectral content of the incident
light; that is, they show colour constancy.

A few weeks later on, I could not believe my luck
when [ was able to photograph a caterpillar on one
of my fuchsias in the garden. This was only the
second time in my life that I had seen one - the
first was over thirty-five years ago and was in the
garden of my late uncle in Sandy Lane, Send. The
larva is about 75mm long, green and brown in
colour, and is usually seen between July and
September.

Like most Hawk-moth caterpillars, they have a
backward curving spine or ‘horn’ on the final ) - . © Andrew Jones
abdominal segment. The anterior of the caterpillar appears to have the shape of a trunk-like snout;
it is this elephant look, rather than its large size, that gives the
moth its name.

When startled, the caterpillar draws its trunk into its foremost
body segment. This posture resembles a snake with a large head
| and four large eye-like patches. The caterpillars are eaten by

birds so use this pose as a way of discouraging the birds from
eating them.

© Marek Szczepanek
Elephant Hawk-moth caterpillar in The preferred food plants of

‘elephant’ pose the caterpillar are willow-

herb and bedstraw, though it

will also take fuchsias. Willow-herb (Epilobium hirsutum) is a
flowering plant belonging to the willow-herb genus Epilobium
in the family Onagraceae. It is commonly known as the great
willow-herb, great hairy willow herb or hairy willow herb.
Local names include codlins-and-cream, apple-pie and cherry- ™ gj.phans Hawk-moth caterpillar in

pie. ‘snake’ pose

It is a tall, perennial plant, reaching up to 2 metres in height. The robust stems are branched and
have numerous hairs. The hairy leaves are 2-12 cm long and 0.5-3.5 cm wide. They are long and
thin and are widest below the middle. They have sharply-toothed edges and no stalk. The large
flowers have four notched petals.These are purple-pink and are usually 10-16 mm long. The
stigma is white and has four lobes. The sepals are green.

It typically grows in wet or damp habitats without dense tree-cover up to 2,500 metres above sea-
level. Common habitats include marshland, ditches and the banks of rivers and streams. It flowers
from June to September, with a peak in July and August. The flowers are normally pollinated by
bees and hoverflies. A number of insects feed on the leaves including the Elephant Hawk-moth.
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© Je‘an<I"ie'rfe Hamon

The Elephant Hawk-moth chrysalzs

Galium is a large genus of annual and perennial herbaceous plants in the family Rubiaceas, with
617 known species (only some grow in the UK). Most species are known as Bedstraw and the
caterpillar of the Hawk-moth feeds on some
species.

Swimming Snorkelling Scuba Diving
Galium, or ladies straw, was used as a red dye Eét]zill SSh(I)];C C.gitie
during Anglo-Saxon times in England. Escorted Holidays
Surrcg Equipment Servicing
I acknowledge Wikipedia, the online free Dive Centre Friendly Advice

encyclopedia, as the source of much of the

. . .. . . “We don't run courses. ...
technical information in this article. H

We teach you to dive!”
67 High Street Ripley Surrey GU23 6AN

01483 22 56 99
www.surreydivecentre.co.uk

RIPLEY DENTAL SURGERY
The Old Poste, High Street, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6AQ

Tel: 01483 223429 Fax: 01483 224433
Website: www.ripleydentalsurgery.co.uk
E-mail: ripleydental@tiscali.co.uk

Principals: ~ Dr Chig Amin and Dr Philip Boamah
Associates: Dr JL Wheble, Dr Luckham-Jones,
Dr Liubomirskaite, Dr Allen and Dr J Sowerbutts

e Family Dental Practice * Cosmetic Dentistry and Tooth Whitening
e NHS and Private Dental Care * Hygienist

e Specialist Orthodontist e Nervous patients welcome!

e Dental Implants

Telephone 01483 223429 to make an appointment
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Our last meeting was the Christmas Social on the 15th December when we had about 44
members joining in the fun. Our thanks go to member Cameron Brown who provided the
entertainment, singing to his own guitar accompaniment which was most enjoyable. Thanks also
to everyone who brought along food or raffle prizes and contributed to a very pleasant evening.
Since then, the weather has been very cold and snowy and most of us have found that some
events had to be cancelled for safety reasons, including two Saturday mornings when it was
impracticable to open the Museum.

The Museum is normally open every Saturday morning from 10.00am to 12.30pm and on the
third Sunday of the month to coincide with the Antiques Fair in the Village Hall.

We have a good mixture of speakers and topics lined up for the next few months so please note
the following dates in your diaries so you don’t miss out. Meetings are held in the Ripley
Village Hall Annexe, unless otherwise indicated, on the third Wednesday of the month, starting
at 8 o’clock.

Friday, 28th January — Terence Patrick will present two Circle 8 films — A 1960 documentary
“24 Hours in the Life of the BBC” and a shortened version of “Surrey Tales”. This will take
place in the main hall and choc ices will be served.

Wednesday, 16th February — The Annual General Meeting. This will be followed by Cheese
and Wine and short talks by members.

Wednesday, 16th March - Exploring Local Family History, a talk by our President, John
Slatford.

Wednesday, 20thApril — Guildford, The War Years”, an illustrated talk by David Rose.
Tuesday, 24th May — Outing to Chobham Museum and St. Lawrence’s Church. This will be an
afternoon outing. If anyone is interested, it may be possible to book lunch at Bluebeckers before

we meet our Guide (I have a discount card).

For further details of any of our events, please ring me, Anne Bowerman, Programme Secretary.
Tel: 01483 224876.

Journal Contributions: Closing date for the next issue is Sunday 20th February.
Will authors of illustrated articles please submit original photographic prints if at all possible
to ensure reasonably good reproduction in the Journal

33



SEND & RIPLEY
LOCAL HISTORY MUSEUM
Tel (when open): 07887 736735

OPEN: Saturday mornings: 10.0-12.30
Throughout the year
(Check bank holiday opening times).

Also open on 3rd Sunday of each month
to coincide with Ripley Antiques Fair in
the Village Hall

Other times for school groups and small
parties by arrangement

Contact Les Bowerman on 01483-224876 if
you require further information or wish to

i = T cie ok o it i) .
Photo © Neil Blaydon help in the museum.

HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

‘Ripley & Send Then and Now; The Changing Scene of Surrey Village Life’

(Reprinted 1998 and 2006) £10.00
‘Guide to The Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin, Send’ £1.25
‘Then and Now, A Victorian Walk Around Ripley’ (Reprinted 2004&7) £4.00
‘The Straight Furrow’, by Fred Dixon £1.50
‘Ripley and Send — Looking Back’ (Reprinted 2007)  £9.00
‘A Walk About Ripley Village in Surrey’ (Reprinted 2005)  £2.00
‘Newark Mill Ripley, Surrey £3.00
‘The Hamlet of Grove Heath Ripley, Surrey’ (Reprinted 2005) £4.00
‘Ripley and Send — An Historical Pub Crawl in Words and Pictures’ £6.00
‘Two Surrey Village Schools - The story of Send and Ripley Village Schools’ £10.00
‘The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalen Ripley, Surrey’ £5.00
‘Memories of War’ £8.00

All the publications are available from the Museum on Saturday mornings, or from Ripley Post
Office. The reprinted copy of ‘Ripley & Send Then & Now’, ‘Two Surrey Village Schools’ and
‘Memories of War’ can also be obtained from Send Post Office. All publications are available via

the Society’s website www.sendandripleyhistorysociety.co.uk

CK A.C.K Automotive Services
—_— Portsmouth Road, Ripley, Surrey U233 6EY.
Tel. 01483 225373 MOT Vehicie
*kk a i

Servicing all vehicle makes - Fully equipped workshop — DMagnostic equipment
Auto electrical servicing — Free air-conditioning check
Fast=fit exhaust: tyres and batteries.
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

KRYSTAL CLEANERS

7 High Street, Ripley GU23 6AA

m. 07852 145 037
DRY CLEANING %* LAUNDROMAT

HORSE RUGS

t. 01483 211955
+ HOME CARPET CLEANING AND RUGS

+ look for more offers throughout the year

92 Send Road, Send
Nr. Woking, Surrey GU23 TEZ

John Boyce

For all your Car needs.
New & Second-Hand Cars.
Repairs & Servicing.

Tel. 01483 222207/222125. Fax. 01483 222384
Mobile: 07831 335590

competitive rates
I’f._______.__._- S N
| J.HARTLEY ANTIQUES Ltd |
| Tel: 01483 224318 |
. Specialising in
| Edwardian, Queen Anne, |
i Georgian & Regency Furniture. |
i Trade and Export .
i .
| Mon-Fri 9-5.30 186 High Street, Ripley, |
N Sat9.30-4 Surrey GU23 6BB.
\ Sat 9.30-4 _‘!/J
RICHARDS

%fea HEATING & MAINTENANCE

Sglsrzn COLTD

VAT No: B26 2458 21

Richard Bywater MCIPHE RP ACS EEDH
GAS safe REGISTER_201428 - 2262481
CITY & GUILDS - CORGI Registered - 201428

Over 40 years experience with Domestic Central Heating

Tel & Fax: 01483 577637

143 Woking Road
Email:sales@richardsheating.co.uk

Guildford GU1 1QX

abpublishing

g1t
.. 100 S
ab e
NO J

01483 224511

UJ.‘-

typing
editing
graphic design
typesetting
proofreading
indexing
publishing
2D CAD drafting

Angela Blaydon Publishing Ltd
Reg. in England and Wales No. 4650805 Reg. Office: 2 Elm Close, Ripley, Surrey GU23 6LE

info@abpublishing.com

www.abpublishing.com

Est. 1895

RIPLEY FARM SHOP
01483 225090

www. RIPLEYNURSERIES.co.uk




HIGH STREET

RIPLEY
01483 224343

FOR A FREE VALUATION PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL OFFICE
WWW. WILL SANDSMERDON.CO. UK

Ripley Post Office
High Street, Ripley
Surrey GU23 6AA

New Openiig Hours For a free valuation contact

Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Saturday 9.00 am to 12.30 pm SEYMOURS

www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Motor vehicle licensing, travel, insurance, currency

Banking for Alliance & Leicester, Lioyds TSB, The
Cooperative Bank, Cahoot and smile.co.uk

Fermera Warket

On Ripley Village Green
nd West Surrey’s independent Estate Agent
2™ Saturday of the month
01483 211644
9am - 1 Opm Specialists in Ripley & Send

www.ripleyfarmersmarket.co.uk

REUPHOLSTERY

Sofas and chairs Large fabric
renovated and selection
recovered in our available.

own workshops. Free quotes.

HIGH STREET, RIPLEY. SURREY

WYLLIE & MAR

TEL: GUILDFORD (01483) 224433

(W.B. GREEN LIMITED)

Published by Angela Blaydon Publishing Limited, Ripley, Surrey
Printed by Eltons Essential Office Products, West Byfleet, Surrey





