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"THE PICTORIAL PAST OF WOKING!

4 Report of an Tllustrated Lecture Given by Mr Tain Wakeford

On Tuesday, 24 Jeznuary, Send & Ripley History Society held an evening meeting
at Ripley Village Hall. Forty-five people attended to hear a presentation . ..
given by Iain Wakeford, a local historian, whose subject was '"The Pictorial
Past of Woking.

Two years ago the Mayford & Woking District History Society decided to collect
all the old photographs and postcards of the Woking area with a view to pre-
serving such pictorial evidence for posterity, and also to see from these
records how Woking has changed in the past one hundred years. Mr Wakeford
was, and still is today, a member of that Society, and at the start of the
project they had a collection of approximately fifty old photographs, which
has been built up today to almost 1800. 4ll possible sources of such records
have been explored, including recognised collectors, the Borough Council and
Jjust anyone -who might have had the odd picture about their homes. Each one
has been rephotographed znd, where required, the oriminals returned to their
owners, with the new photographs being filed and catalogued for future ;
reference.-—Mary of these have been included in a lavishly illustrated book
by Tain Wakeford entitled "Bygone Woking'. e

Mr Wakeford showed a wonderful selection of these photographs to illustrate
his talk and, judging by the reaction of the audience at times, many a chord
was struck in a good few memories, as a large number of the buildings that
have now gone for ever were revealed by the "mazic of the camera'!

It transpired frem the talk that all reference to Woking before 1870 related
to what we know today as ""01ld Woking'", for the town that bears the name today
was not in existence before that time. In 1840 there were a few buildings,
such as the railway station with two platforms only, and a hotel. In 1852
the London Necropolis & NationallowgdlewCompany was formed and acquired 2300
acres of Woking Common, the idea being that burial nlots would be offered

to Londoners due to the fact that similar plots within the city were fast
being used up. However, in the event, only 400 acres were ever used and the
Company deciced to sell off the rest of the land for development, and from
this decision began the town of Woking, which has grown in the intervening
years to be the largest town in Surrey. One item which mave cause for
laughter, although it would not have been funny at the time, was the report
relating to the Urban Council Offices, which were located during the end of
the last century above ashby's Bank. The Council voted to spend £6000 on
new offices in Commercial Road, ignoring at the same time pressure from some
guarters to allocate funds for a2 new steam-powered fire engine. The argument
reached a climax in 1895 when several Councillors were defested in the local
election. The new Council, obviously taking this lesson very seriously,
ordered a new engine, but before it could arrive, the Council offices were
burned out, the old fire engine being unable to cope with the situation.

New offices were eventually built, but at a reduced cost of £4500, and to
make surs that history was not repeated, a fire station was constructed at
the rear of these new offices. All of these have, of course, now gone in
the building cf the new town centre.

As well as photographs of Woking, there were others of the bridge cver the
river leading to Send, which collapsed under the load of a tracticn engine
and threshing machine in 1873, causing the loss of taree lives. (See account

by Cheslyn Mileham in Newsletter No. 39.)
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£ £.
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CHURCHYARD SURVEY

On February 18, by kind permissicn of the Vicar, the Rev John Wynburne, about
ten members of the Group carried out an initial study of the churchyard of

S5t Mary the Virgin, Send, Detailed notes were compiled, listing the type

and number of trees, flowers in bloom and animals seen etc. These notes will
form the basis of the churchyard study to be made over the year. Obvious

to all was the activity of moles, evidenced by many fresh molehills, mostly
in the older part of the churchyard. There were also slgns of a fex having
rested beneath one of the yew trees.

Some members of the Group witnessed s sparrowhawk swiftly dispatch & small
bird and make off with its prey. The whole event was over in less than s
minute, the only evidence being a few feathers on the ground. There were
few flowers apert from snowdrops, both single and multi-petalled varieties,
daisies, shepherd's purse and ground ivy, all of which were in bloocm.

Ken bourne

4 WALK AT PAPERCOURT

Fifteen meubers of the Natural Histery Group attended a walk on Sunday
merning, February 26. From the Tannery we went along the lane to the first
lake where there were several palrs of tufted duck, which is our mest common
diving duck, great crested grebe and many gulls, great black headed, herring
and black headed, still in winter plumage. The other birde which were noted
were coot and mcorhen. On the main Papercourt lake there were geveral pairs
of goosander, pochard, and twe pairs of cormorant on their favourite perch,
a high pylon.

Taking the footpath back to Tannery Lane, we disturbed a nair of shelduck
on a small pond. Through Paperccurt Farm towards the canal = sighting of
grazing geese turned out to be domestic, but then we saw a number of field-
fare and had a good view of a grey wagtail. Lapwing were quite common, in
addition to most familiar garden and field birds. Along the canal there was
a swan and two interesting and solitary wild flowers, butter burr and lesser
celandine, 4 flock of siskin was darting from tree to tree, but the most
impressive sight of the mornine came near the end of the wslk when some 80
Canada geese flew over, honking, on their way to Papercourt.

Brian Willisen

Photographic Hints on Natural History

At Little Rivley House on 8 March, members were treated to a practical and
inspiring talk by Derek Croucher, winner of several awsrds for his natural
histcry photographs, on photographic techniques. Derck demonstrated with
the aid of slides some of the problewms that can be encountered snd how to
overcome them, and, best ~f all, linw trn acliiheve g--3 results with inexpensive
equipment. 4 lively discussion followed the talk. The meeting concluded
with refreshments and warm thanks to Derek and to our hoste,
John & Jane Bartlett,

Tony Medlen



tie beam of one of these projects into the bedroom beneath it, No positive
explanation»CPn be offercd for this unususl feature. The sash windows at

the front »f the extension are of heavier construction (typicsl of mid 19th .~
century) then those of the carlier build, and all have horns on the top
Lhalves.

The houses underwvert substantial alterations probably arsund the 1920s.
Externally twso very attre=ctive features were added at the front; the porch
has a fine moulded arch above the door and oval rubbed brick window surrounds
on either side, and to the left of the porch is a large sewicircular bay
window, in which the rl2ss and all the horizontal timbers are. curved to match
the radius of the bay. Internally rMany improvenents were made, the most
lmpressive of which is, perhaps, the staircasc in The Kilns., This is framed
within one of the rear #ables and has a moulded baluster, prcbably manle and
without newel posts. The ceiling over the staircase hzg been domed with
decorative plasterwork arourd the periphery. :

It will be necesesary to study the remaining buildings in tiis area before
any firm conclusions can be reached. It is certain from the documentary
kistory that there were much earlier buildinpgs on the site, but there is no
evidence today of any tuild earlier than 1800 at The Kilns and North Kilrns.

The Society is grateful to Mr Gibson for perrissicn to reproduce the photo-
graph of the preperties. ‘ o ‘
John & Bette Slatford

Editorial Footnctes

although thc earliest established reference to this specific nlot of land
being agsocialed with brick making may be 1772, those wino are familiar with
the earlier Newsletters will recall that there was at 6/5 a quotation from
the Quarter Ssssions Rolls of 1662 ta the cffect that Thomas Chitty
junior of Send, yeoman, built o tae hishway e “in  fr - Guildef- v t= -Ripley
Brickekiin whereby the hizhwey became obstructed to the frave nuisance of
the Kine's liese people. It may also be recalled that at Newsletter 36/5
it was recorded that the late Mr X J Frerch remembered brick clamps on the
Forth side of the road being there until the turn of the century, and the
late Mrs diles (nee Hale), mother of ir Harold ailes senior of Send, did
morning work in the kilns and afternoon work out he¢lping with the bricks.

NATURAL HISTORY GROJP REFOLTS

The first Group weeting of 1984 was held on Februery 9 at Heath Farm, Tannery
Lane, attenled by 15 people. . XKeu Bourne was elected Chairman and

Jane Bartlett Secretary und Treasurer. i general discussion followed and

an outline programme wus agreed. This wns followed by a tilm on '"'lhe Natural
History of a Chuprchyard". '

The programme will include lalks by vieitivng speakcers during'thﬁ winter
months an' visite te places of interest, both local and further afield, in
the summer. It is also proposed that » particular project be undertaken,
such as the study of flora and fauns in cnurchyards, Generally the Group
will endsavour to meet at least once morthly. ‘ ‘

Jane Bartlett
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THE KILNS AND NORTH KILNS, PORTSMOUTH ROAD, RIPLEY

Members of the Buildings Group carried out ‘a survey of these properties on
28 January last. We are indebted to the respective owners, Mrs Gibsen and
her son, Mr Jonathan Gibson, at The Kilns, and Mrs Newman at North Kilns,
in granting us permissicn to look over their proverties. '

These houses, originally one, form part of a complex of buildings behind the
Junction of the Portsmouth Road and Kiln Lane (Ref TROY4553), A8 the names
imply, the site was previously associated with brick making. The earliest
direct documentary evidence of this established so far is in 1772, when an
agreement between Robert Boughton and William Harris refers to the Brick
kilns in Send with a2 messusee and land; it also refers to land sold to *he
owner of the Brick kilne in srder to dig elay:. In fact the association goes
back much further, since we also know that the land was .part of a holding
known 'as "Le Tyle Oste", This would have been a place for mesking tiles,
which in mediameval tines was a name used for bricks. The earliest reference
to "Le Tyle Oste" is in the Ripley & Send Court Baron dated 18 dpril 1559
(the first year of the reign of Elizabeth I), This records that John Makanck,
who held the tcnement of that name, died, and that his son and heir

Richard Mabanck, sged ten years, sought admission to the nremises throueh
his mother, Isabel Mabanck. The Lord of the Manor claimed as heriot a cow
valued at 28 shillings and 4 pence, Isabel was granted possession for her
son on payment of the entry fee (called a fine) of £4 10s.

The exact date when brick making ceased is uncertain, but it is known from
study of Kelly's Directories that the Daws family, who were recorded as brick
makers, occupied the property between 1826 and 1867, Very probably they were
there before then. The only evidence to be seen today of this industry is

in the numercus wepressions in the land around the property, the result of
many years of excavation for clay. One of these close to the Fortsmeouth Road
WRs sofle years ago transformed intc a most attractive Japanese water garden.
It will be seen from the illustration that the two houses have numerous added
gables and outhouses. From study of the Send & Ripley Tithe #pportionment
Map of 1842, it is known that at that time only that pzart within the arrows

A BETF on the drawing existed, slthough thére were other buildings adjacent
to Kiln Lane, By the time the 1877 large scale Ordnance: Survey Mnaps were
published, the house had been extended to fill the area between the arrows

B C DE and much of the rear extensions alsc appear to have been aded by then.
Also on the 1874 map, but not shown in 1843, are extensive buildings at the
front of the property near the present driveway. These were probably brick
drying sheds, but today, of course, are 1onglsince gone., 0On the illustration
North-Kilns ds the part of the building to the left of the central porchq

The Xilns is that part including the porch and to the richt of it., 4 detailed
study of the property confirmed that the original house was built within the
arrows A& B E F. This was of 15%” brick construction with dentilation at wall
plate level. The roof, mainly of sawn soft wood construction, rests on wall
plates of reused hard wood. The rafters are joined with a ridge board at

the apex. A4t the front of the house are five orisinal window frames. These
are sash windows with very fine gleazing bars. Both halves slide, the upper
halves having no hourn extensions at the bottoa. (Horns were a later 19th
century feature providing greater safety from finger trapping.) It is
interesting to compare these windows with those of Ryue House in Ripley
(kncwn to have been built c 1775), where the upper halves were fixed. From
this evidence it is fairly certain that construction was not earlier than
1800, but probably no later than 1820. Analysis of the constructicn of t@e
extension B C D B presented some difficulty. although the roof construction
is conventional for the periocd, with sawn soft wood, its purlins rest on two
centrally positicned free standing roof trusses of planed soft wood. The

i B
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sometimes kept aside and reused when rebuilding occurs, which is very mis-
leading to anyone trying to establish the true date of a building,

Specialist Working Groups

There is a separate report on the activities of the Natural History Group.
The Buildings Group continue¥ with the same officers as last year, namely
Derek Bromley as Chairman, Gloria Henson as Secretary, and Tony Medlen as
keeper of the records. '

15 indicated elsewhere, the Folk Memories Group is now in. operation.

Tony Medlen is Chairman, Jane Bartlett is Secretary for Ripley and keeper

of the records and Barbara Tinkler is Secretary for Send. 4 list of guide-

lines covering policy and practice has been drawn up and is being circulated

to all interested. Basically, the intentién is that original records of

interviews will be regarded as research material, available for seriocus study

and not for public entertainment, although it is hoped that in die courss

summaries will appnear in the Newsletter and that talks andg perhaps later g

publication can be based upon the material. ;
: ' Les Bowerman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, 31'March ... Natural History Group Survey No 2 (lichens) at St Mary's
Churchyard, Send. Commence 230 pm. -

Tuesday, 17 APTEIL Luu Open meeting at the Red Cross Centre, Sandy Lane, Send,
'at SIpm{ when David Croucher will give an illustrated talk on the flora
and fauna at Wisley. .

Wednesday, 18 April ... Meeting of the Soclety's Committee, at 830 pm, at
Tudor House, High Street, Ripley.

Thursday, 19 April ... Buildings Group meeting, at 8 pm, at 11B Kevan Drive,
Send., '

Saturday, 21 April ... Natiural History Group walk, meeting at the car park
at Shesplaag Shere, at 9 am. ; )

Monday, 350 4pril ... Folk Memories Group meeting, at 8 ptt, at 183 Send Road,
Send, - - '

Wednesday, 16 May ... Natural History Group illustrated talk on the Flora:
of Australia and New “ealand, by Tony Colger commencing at 8 pm in the
Red Cross Centre, Sandy Lane, Send.

Thursday, 24 May ... Evening visit to view Ted Goldup's collection of historic
farm machinery, at 7 pm, at Thatched House, Clandon Crossways, followed
by a barbecue. Tickets for the barbecue will be £1 each, payable at
least one week beforehand, and obtainable from Ken Bourne or Les Bowerman.
Cars may be parked in the old 43 nearby.

Thursday; 7 June ... Conducted tour arcund the ancient tcwn of Leatherhead,
finishing at the museum. Meet at 7 pm sharp at the Manor House, Send
Marsh, or at %30 pm in the car park on the up side of Leatherhead Railway
Station, J ;

Suhday,_S July ... 4ll day wisgit to Chichester and Paghan Harbour.

Tuesday, 18 September ... Evening open meeting in Sena,

Tuesday, 16 October ... Wvening oven meeting in Ripley.

Tuesday, 20 Noveuber ... Evening open meeting in Send.

FPriday, 14 December ... Christmas Social in Ripley.

Closing Date. Theclosing date for the reéceipt of material for the next
issue of the Newsletter will be 'Monday, 7 May. :
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aspect - revisits partly for. the benefit of new members znd partly to recon-
sider sites in the light of fresh knowledge after a number of years. So far
as exhibitions and events were concerned, the Society had participated :in
the Ripley Church Flower Festival and the Ripley Event.(in Victorian costume
on a sweltering summer day), orgsnised » summar bazaar in Send, mounted a
display at the SLHC Symposium in Dorking and organised the Christmas social.
The Industrial and Photographic Groups had continued working quietly. The
Chairman concluded with thanks to the Newsletter production team and those
responsible’ for catering, refreshments and raffles.

The Treasurer, Jsnet Hill, submitted a written report, in which she observed
that receipnts from subscriptions were higher, as was the profit on the
Christmas social. Raffles orpanised by John S8latford were a welcome and
necessary addition to .income. The Summer Bazasr enabled the Munby bcok to

be printed and sales were going well. Although the present positicon is
satisfactory, the Committee had had worrying moments during the past year

when members had had to suarantee payment of bllls, particularly for printing.,
The Treasurer recommended that sufficient funds be available for publications
in future without need for resort to guaranters or extra fund-raising
activities. a copy of the accounts is enclosed.

¥y -Les Bowerman; ‘reported that with a total of 281, membership

was nine fewer than the previous year. The usual six issues of the Newsletter
had been published, but the average number of pages was higher at 124. . The
Committee had met eight times with an average attendance of 13 out of 15.

With the Society embarking upon its tenth year, consideration should be given
to the possibility of commemorating the anniversary of the founding. Maybe,
also, it will be time for a change of officers after ten vears.

Subscriptions were increased to £2 and £3 for individuals and couples respec=-
tively, as recommended by the retiring Committee, to allow for the concern
expressed by the Treasurer, S

The vrincipal officers of the Society were re-elected, &s shown on the title
page of the Newsletter. Chris Parker, Bob Clayden =znd Ken French retired
from the Committee and were replaced by Bob Gale, Mavis Lake and

Marie Timmings. The remaining members of the Committee, viz Derek Bromley,
Ted Goldun, Gloria Henson, Tony & Patricia Medlen, Bette & John Slatford,
and Barbara Tinkler were re-elected.

Under Any Other Business, the principles to be followed when copying photo-
graphs were discussed and the question was raised as to whether the Society
should express views on congervation matters. It was explained that conser-
vation is not strictly within the constitution, but where matters of clear
historic interest were concerned the Society was prepared, if appropriate,

to express a view.

The meeting concluded with an intriguing illustrated talk by John Slatford_

on the unusual subject of date bricks on buildings. He observed that some-
times when a house is built, the builder will incorporate a date brick into
the elevation, Although there are early examples, for example at Sutton
Place, this was extremely fashionable in Victorian timeés and in Send there-
are several good examples. Often such a date will be added when major repairs
are done. In particular, there is an examplé of the latter-at Fell Hill Farm. -
The meeting was shown slides of different date bricks in and around Send and
Ripley, some of which are of terracotta and quite elabor;té, surrounded by
an ornamental frieze, and others are extremely simple, being carved into an
ordinary brick. Looking for these bricks can be an interesting hobbky. Date
bricks can be very informative, but one has to be careful, as they are
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Farm) was enclosed for the benefit of Samuel~Greenfield, the route may have
been diverted briefly North up Potters Lane (Guildford Lane) before taking
its present course down to the canal between the North boundary of Pembroke .
House and the house inappropriately named "Riverside', & predecessor of the
present bridge is chown in 16504 a5 c¢rocsing the canal at that point to carry
the route past two buildings on the site of ishburton House. By 1843 when

the Tithe Map was. drawn, theose two vuitdings had been replaced with, or
enlarged to, a house of a sheape recognisable as Ashburton House, but the
bridge and, nrrobably, the path remained. By the time oftthe 1871 Ordnance
Survey, the name ashburten liouse appcars, its grounds enlarged, and the bridge
moved to its present pesition. The present damaged“woodenustructure hag: =~ -
certainly existed for a very long time, but may bYe a successor to the bridge
shown in 1871. The tulip tree probably dates from the time the grounds of
Ashburton House were extended. )

SECRET.RY'S REPORT

Membership
Z 22l SA1p
W¢ are pleased to velcome the following new members:

Mrs C Pierpoint, Turners Oak, Barrs Lane, Kraphill.

mr & Mrs J Roker, 74 Courtenay Road, Wokina.

Mr & Mrs J Cornell, Brid:se End, High Street, Ripley.

Mrs J N Upright, Sorabu, Fortsmouth Road, Ripley.

Miss B B I Batten., 50 St Marzarets, London Road, Guildford.
Mr & Mrs P Ellisson, 29 Grov. Heath North, Ripley.

Subscriptions

I have been requested to roint out that subscriptions were due on 1 February.
Those which are unpaid should bhe sent- as quickly- as possible either direct

to Janet Hill, the Treasurer, at Asphodel, Milestone Close, Ripley, or to

me at The Manor House, Send Marsh. The anounts are £3 for couples or £2 for
single members. If there is no receipt attached to the front of this
Newsletter, your subscription is due, unless you have paid very recently, -
Jeined since 1 Fovenber, or been given your receipt direct. ‘ '

The innual Gener-l Heeting

The Society's 9th drnu=1 Cenecral Meeting was attended by some 35 members.

The Chairman, Ken Bourne, summarised the past year by ‘saying that it has been
2 very active one, particularly among the specialist groups. The Buildings
Group had been especirlly busy, inspecting and reporting on scme 15 properties
in the ancient parieh of Send & Ripley, and working closely with the
Pocumentary Croup. The Natural History Group had had two illustrated talks,
one by a visiting speaker snd one by the Society's Chairman. Birds and
flowers nhsd both been the subject of Newsletter reports. Nearly cne thousand
copies of "Then and New - a Victorian Walk Around Ripley" have been sold and

a small pamphlet on the history of the Natioral Schools of &end and Ripley

had also been produced for sale. The ususl programme of open meetings had

had been held with hoth visiting speakers and talks Ly meémbers. A particu-
larly successful ieeting had been the first in Ripley when an audience of
about one hundred had heard three members speak on various aspects of historic
Ripley. The visiting speskers werc of particularly high quality this year
with Dr 4 Crocker, Mrs § Cerke, M» R Schueller and Mr M Sturley. Visits were
exceptionally memorable. - HNewark Priory and Waynfletes Tower. on evenings,
Roman Stane Street as an ali day outing, and the Tudor Palace and Romano-
British Site as an afternocon visit. The first and last reprusented a new
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(with Ripley) and owner of Dunsborough House, with an allotment of common
on Ripley Green for 53% sheep, or 17 cows and 2 sheep, or 8 horses and 5 sheep.

The only.other property with a greater right was the Talbot Hotel, then owned
by Feter, Lord, K¥ing, who was granted the right for 69 sheer, or 23 cows,
cr 11 horses and 3 sheep. In the absence of registration, that rizht has
presumably. lapsed. )

‘ The Editor

THE :NChLOR, RIPLEY

Members will have observed recently that building work has been going on at
the Anchor. The "Surrey Advertiser" of 24 February carried a very clear
photograph, tut it is not cerrect to state as did the reporter that "The
whole roof is being replaced." ' .

Representatives of the Society's Buildings Group have been keeping a close
observation, and what has been happening is sinply that under the firm of

M G Joseph Ltd of westfield the roof is being felted and battened and the
original tiles replaced. Where necessary, any decayed timbers Lave been
replaced - this wee done notably with the gable of the Fast crosswing. HBoth
the central and west of central chimney etacks have been taken down to below
roof level and rebuilt.

The process has provided the Buildings Group with a perhaps once in 50 years
opportunity to mske a detailed observation and photographic record of the
roof structure with the kind and interested co-operation of the landlord's
son, Mr Trevor Beale. It is hoped in due course to be zble ta expand on’
Jnohn Bsker's "Seeing Eye'" renort of 1.10.73.

THE SEIP INN, RIPLEY

The Ship Inn w=s also retiled recently. Unfortunately replacement tiles at
the front are not hand-made, and this has detracted from the old-world charm
of what is basically a very attractive building. (Vide Newsletters 51 and
5% for detailed reports.)

THE WOODEN BRIDGT, CARTERIDGE, SEND

Members may have noticed that the wooden step bridge over the Wey Navigation
canal between Cartbridge and Worsfold Gates hss been damaged beycnd repair
by the giant tulip tree in the grounds of Ashburton House which was blown
down falrly and squarely onto it in one of the recent hizh winds. Thus, due
to sheer bad luck, the parish has lost another two of its distinctive
features.

The bridze tskes an ancient right of way leading basically from Hillside
(formerly Stevens) Farm diasonally across Send Heath to Fishers Farm and onto
Moor Lane Farm and Westfield. It is shown as No 5 Footway on the Inclosure
Map of 1804 and is nowadays known as parish Footpath Xo 52. Merbers who
attended Mr Leishman's talk on The Bourne way find certain similarities withl
the position there with rights of way across the common being preserved.

In its earliest form the present straight diagonal line across the heath
probably contirued direct past the front of what has been for 100 years
ishburton House. The right of way may even predate the canal. The 1504 map
suggests that when the front paddock of Pembroke House (formerly Worsfold
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"Varicus carso¢s were carried on the Navigation, the average loagd being

55-60 tons. Tre barges were either pulled 5y horses or by gangs of men.

They would haul coel from London to Hoisham (seec footnote 2) and go back with
groceries and fruit end vegeteblce from that town. Timber was carried from
London to j=won's And Ingram & Perkins in Guildford. .Corn and agricultural
produce was returned ¢o Lendon. Rags were transported to the Wokine Paper
Mills (now the Gresham Press - previously Unwins Ltd) for use in making paper.
Many Send people used to work at the paper mills.

"An unusual cargo was pgunpowder, which was transported from Chilworth, where
it was manufactured, to *the firgenal Docks in Londen. This traffic was par-
ticularly heavy durins the Firsi World War, but ceased sltorether when the
WAl was over and the powder wills closed. The barges carrying the pgunpowder
were lined with lead to prevent sparks, but even so, residents along the
Navigation were, not unnaturally, wary in case an accident wmight happen.

Mr Grove tdld e an interusting tale of how onec evening when he was a boy a
barge carrying gunpowdcr came down the MNaviszztion. The bargees rested for
the night at the ' New Inn', Cartbridge, and moored their barge outside.
However, when a ne=rby vesident realised the nature of the cargzc, the bargees
were quickly awalened and had to remove their barge to High Bridge (at the
oot of Wharf Lare) away from the houses in Send - Just in case!"

Editorial Note 1. The connaction of the Stevens familyv with the wey
Kavigation dated back to 1812 when the great grandfather of ur Harry W Stevens,
who is the manazer referred te, commenced as lock keeper at Triggs.

Harry W Stevens ranazed the Havigation from 1930 to 1965 when he transferred
it to the Netional Trust. ,

Editorial Note 2. a5 it rezds, this wmust be a mistake. Even when the Wey
& Arin Canal was in use frem 1816 to 1871, the waterway went no closer to
Rorsham than Ioxwood and near Billingshurst. The Wey Navization from
Guildford to Shalford and Godalming was not ased. commercially after 1925.
Lf the gnode really were for Horsham, they must have finished their Journey
by road. ‘

Cne of the last, if not the last, barpemasters to use the Navigation was

Mr Alec Harmswoxrth, now- -aged 89, who has lived in Scnd for many yesrs. It
would have been rewarding if it had been possible to record his wmemorics of
working the canal. Regretfully, he is at the tiwme of writing in hospital,
and we wish kim a speedy recovery.

Thanks are accorded to our member My Reg Giles for assistance .in compiling
these notes and, indesd, tho=c on the woccen bridee which appear on another
paie. Reg himself used to assist Ewart Grove with the boats whilst etill a
Loy in the early 19208, and worldfull timc on the Navigation under

Norman Grove as a young man in about 1930.

LLGHTS OF COMMON ON RIPLEY GREEN

211 but the newcnt members will recall Dob Gale's account in Newsletter 51

of how he repistered his righl as owner of Tudor House, part of the former
George Inn, Ripley, to pasture sheep on Ripley Green. 4 short note in

the "Surreyv Advertiscr" of 2 March thkis yerr records that Mr D Hughesden of
Dunsborough House has now succeeded in resistering a similar right through

the Commons Commissioners. It appears that because Mr Eughesden's application,
made within time, had been overlooked, lhe Coarissioners decided to hear it
not withstanding that it is now way past the deadlinc. The newspaper records
that the right tu graze 53 sheep has been registered. The mctual Inclosure
tward, dated 1615, provided the Hev George Walton Onslow, then Vicar of SenA
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for barges of 60 tons burden capable of being drawm by a single horse,
transportation was slow, but highly economical in terms of eﬁer@y used. . The
workshop at Worsfold Gates is contemporary with the Navigation and lock zates
were ma@e there by traditional methods until about six years ago. The last
commercial barge was taken out of service in 1969. Brief historical notes
on the local aspects have appeared in these pages over the years (vide
Newsletters 5, 7, 10, 16 and 29). Much more research on the subject could
be done_by any interested members - There is, for instance, a large archive
on the Wey Navigetion in the Guildford Muniment Room and there is a substan-
tizal bound typescript by the late Mr John Strudwick, formerly of Send, in
Guildford Library (reference 386/4). "London's Lost Route to the gea', by
P 4 L Vine, is the most authoritative published source.

Statistics in the last-menticned show that W Grove was lock keeper at Triggs
Lock for no less than 59 years from 1856 to 1915. His son, Wwalter Grove,

was master carpenter at Worsfold Gates for 45 years from 1885 to 1930, followed
in turn oy his son, Norman, from 1920 until 1966. The earlier members of

thie Society will remember a perfect summer evening in 1976 when the late

Mr Ewart Grove (Norman's brother), who ran the boathouse next to Worsfold

Gates for 62 years, spoke to the party with rare good humour before they were
shown around the. workshop and yard by the present foreman, Mr Vince Locatelli.
4 obituary for BEwart Grove appenred in Newsletter No 21.

Qur member Janet Tice had in 1971 (before the SBociety was formed) interviewed
wwart Grove and very kindly gave us the notes she made. Now that the i
Society's new Folk Memories Group has been inaugurated, it seems an appro-
priate time to, publish these notes for the first time and we do so as follows:

""The master carpenter's workshov was the centre for the labouring men on the
Navigation. They were responsible for the repair and general upkeep of the
Navigation. Many who were centred there lived in Send but their work i
obviously did not confine them to the parish boundary. Carpenters, black-
smiths, sawyers, bricklayers and labourers were there to repair locks, to
mend bridzes and gates, to clear the Navigation ditches and towpaths of weeds
and rubble, to trim hedges and also to repair the barges themselves.

"The banks of the Navigation had to be inspected regularly to prevent
flooding. Here, Mr Grove told me, moles were the worst culprits as they
would burrow their tunnels just above the water level. These tunnels would
take the form of semicircles, the mole burrowing into the bank at one point
and coming out inteo the river bank further along. MNaturally when the water

1 vel rose owing to heavy rainfall or melting snow, the water would rush
through these tunnels and the force of it would cause the canal to eventually
breach its banks quickly at that point. Men were therefore employed on the
Navigation at times with the specific aim of catching moles and also rats.

"Dredging of the canal wazs also carried out to prevent flooding. The duties
included the clearing away of weefls and the dredging of sand and wmud. The

sand was said to be of good guality and Vr Grove told we thst this was of

value to the builders in Bend and Ripley who used it in the making of mortar.
The sand was unloaded behind the chapel at Cartbridpge and the mud was used

for strengthening the banks of the Navigation where ngeded.

"Whe ™ there had been heavy rainfall, Mr Grove said, Mr Stevens (see footnote),
Manager of the Navigation, would check it carefully and would make sure that
the sluices in the locks along the Navigation would be opened methodically,

one after the other, to keep the level of water as even as possible all the

way along.
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48 indicated above, the middlc 1880s was a time when all‘manner of machines
were in use. One of the "safety"” bicycleés was the "Kengaroo" of Fillman,
Herbert & Cooper, which appeared exactly 100 yesre azo in 1884 and which
was a geared-up ordinary with a somewhat smaller driving wheel. Bearing in
mind the prevziling ethos at the height of the BEmpire meriod when anything
that moved was fair came for "eportsmen', it was hardly. surprising that it
was decided to hurt. the-'bounding Kangaroo". The first such event, in
December 1605, wes organised by the theelmen's Harriers of North london.

It amounted to a mame of "hare-and~hounds' on wheels with the Kangarocs having
a four aminutes' start. Predictakly, this new form of event was tried on the
Ripley Road. Held on Saturday, 1 May 1886, and organised by the Wheelmen's
Harriers, it met the disapproval of the editorial staff of "Bicycling News"
as & thinly disguised race and was not a success. One correspondent to the
periodical called the eventes "wholesale scorching matches yclept 'Kangaroo'
hunts'. - :

In Judy 1886 the Jupiter Club held their 50-wile race on the road from Haw
Common to Ripley, =nd the short-lived Ripley Road Club ran their "Retwecen

the Houses'" 'club race from the ancher to the fingel for a beautiful silver
shield presented by their member -Dr B B Turner. It was won in 30 minutes

30 seconds by & I Bower, and is today the President's Shield of the Southern
Veteran-Cycle Club. 4 L Bower (Good 0Old Superior Bow-Wower') was at the time
lardlord of "Rl Vine! in Fleet Street (in the news in recent years fcr
refusing to serve women). Fe went on to become in 1925 Lord Mayor of London
as Sir Alfred Power. ’

By the turn of the century, with the =#veont of motor vehicles and increasing
attention from the Police, paced road-racing was greatly in decline and in
the period 1900 to 1903 the big clubs such as the North Road Cycling Cludp
the Bath Road Club and others went over to irdividual place to place record
riding and unpaced time trials with the riders sent off singly at set inter-
vals. Thus began the form of racing on the roads which has formed the backbone
of cycle sport in this counlry for eighty years. Regretfully, this writer
has no note as yet of the first time triales to be held on the Ripley or
Portsmouth Road. Certainly anycne with business on the road early on Sunday
mornines will know that for as far back as they can recall black alpaca-
Jacketed and tighted figures, up until about 1950, and latterly brightly
coloured figures in racing jerseys and shorts, have sped silently at more

or less wminute intervels through Ripley, restly in pursuit of an "under-the-
hour" ride at 25 miles. No more now will the still Sunday mornins air in
Ripley Hizh btreet carry the gentle zinging of pencil-thin "tubular racing
tyres, inflated to over 100 psi, as they are propelled over the tarmacadam
et speeds often in c¢xcess of 30 miles per hour.

4 slightly more technical version of this article will appear later in the
year in the "Bone Shaker", the¢ magazine of the $Sv-CC. " }
Les Bowerman

TEE RIVER WEY NﬁVISﬁTION

Some Personal Recollcections of the Late Mr Fwert Grove

The major evert in Send in the 17th century was the construction of the River
Wey Naviation between 1651 and 1653. It was planned znd partially undertaken
by Sir Fichard keston of Suttor Place and was the first waterway in England

to be male navigable by the digging of long stretches of canal since the
Romans, in tho¢ 1st century D, linked Cambridge to the Humber with the Car
Dyke System, which consisted of canals interconnecting with rivers. Designed



- 3 -

There were also unexpected scenes of the first airéraft landing in Woking
in 1910 and altogether the whole evening was a fascinating look into the
local past, and highly entertaining for those members fortunate enocugh to
have been able to attend.

Alan Tinkler

END OF A 114%-YEAR TRADITION

Cycle Racing on the Ripley Road

Sunday, December 18 last, marked the end of a tradition which has lasted for
114 years, Following the opening of the M25 interchange with the AZ at
Wisley, the Ripley Road, as it was known to the early cyclists, has become
too dangerous for bicycle racing, znd the Dulwich Paragon Cycle Club's
25-mile time trial, won in 58 minutes 29 seconds, was the final event.

The first bicycle race known to have becn held on the road was in January
1870 when John Keen of Surbiton Hill was beaten by 100 yards in a challenge
race for a prize of £10 on boneshakers along Fairmile from the fourth to the
fifth milestone outside Esher, finishing downhill into Cobham. The winner
was J Johnson of Kensington. Although only 20, Keen's bicycle wes his own
make, His defeat may well have been due to his machine having a driving
wheel two inches smaller and lacking the India rubber tyres c¢f his
opponent's., Be that as it may, it seems to have given him the incentive to
go on to build bicycles higher and lighter than anyone else and to become
""Champion Bicycler of the World" for the next decade. He thus played a
leading part in the development of the old high ordinary bicycle.

On 12 dusust 1676 the Surrey Bicycle Club held its Captaincy race from the
Griffin in Kingston-upon-Thames to Guildford and back to Ripley. There were
seven contestants and the winner, ¥ Osborne, thereupon became Captain for

the year. This gave him the privilege of leading the Club's runs, and there-
fore of setting the pace. It was also sensible to have the fittest man as
leader because it meant that his fellows would have the benefit of shelter
when riding inte the wind, a factor that was presumavbly appreciated at an
early stacge.

On Saturday, 19 July 1879, the Belgrave Bicycle Club held a 10-mile Handicap
Race from the 15th milestone at Ditton to the 25th peyond Ripley (ie at
Burpham), starting at 6.3%0 pi.  On 19 September the same year the Kensington
BC held their 10-mile Handicap from the Angel at Thames Ditton to the anchor
in Ripley, the first instance known to the writer of a "between the Houses!
race. The last three races were on high bicycles.

In March 1886 a handicap race was held from the anchor to the #ngel between

C H R Gosset and a Mr Bruce-Green. Both rode "Humber Cripper" tricycles.
Gosset had a three minutes' start, the watch being held by the then Aoy
36-year-old professional, "Happy" Jack Keen, mentioned above. Both men were
paced by Humber tandem tricycles and accompanied by another rider on A safety
machine (Rudge & Humber Safeties). #ilthough they were neck and neck in Esher
some two miles from the end, Green eventually pulled well ahead to win.
Timekeeper Keen, on one of his own ordinaries, (he never rode gnyth%ng but

an ordinary apart from occasionally propelling a ''Coventry Chair' with =
passenger) had overhauled them to such effect that he was a? the‘angel, !
presumably wsiting with both watch and glass in hand, for nine minutes before

Green arrived.



