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Wm"ING MONA.STERY , NEHARK PRIORY A.ND RIPLEY CHURCH 

A review of Their ori";p;ins and Possible Rela tionships 

The followin g- are extrac ts from a . l .etter wri t t en by Richard Colborne, for merly 
of Send, - bu-t - no";' o-~-r---~;~t --distant member, living at Nanchester: 

"When the origin of Newark Prio r y has been discussed in the News l etter , the 
date of its foundation has been given as lying between 1171 and 1199 
( Newsletter No 11) or 1171 and 1195 (NL 51) . These dates appear rather 
imprecise , when compared with the date given in Surrey Archaeological Society 
Collections Volume 49 page 117 as 1189 . Thi-s makes one wonder if the 1189 . 
date is known to be erroneous , or ~L ther it is just unknown to SRHS members. 

"SomeV{4a.t less fr e quently discussed.is the topic of ' ltJoking Priory '. _. Though 
one c~n find reference to it a s in SAC 49 the site of the priory is not well 
established. The year that Woking l1anor was gr an t e d by Richard I to Alan, 
Lord _Bass.e.t_, __ is an interesting one inasmuch as it -3..1so was -1189-. - - Supposing 
that Alan , Lord Basset, was given the entire manor, including a priory on 
the banks of _. the Wey, and that with or wi thou t the -- co-mple te approval 0 f the 
canons , decided that the priory was ideally suited for conv e rsion to a man­
sion, ie !.<loking Pal3.ce, half mile downstream from whp.t is now Old Waking . 
The site is a typical ' Abbey 1 site. Chertsey, vl/e stminst er, Guildford, Bisham, 
etc have abbeys or priories on low-lying ground~ next to a river . 
r~ otwi thstandin/2' the details given i n Newslct t e r 51 re garding the Augustinian 
canons of 1 ewark and their probable arrival direc tly from Dorchester on Thames, 
thetp would see m to be some question of them having removed fro m Woking . 
One might justifiably ask whether the canons of Newark were of the same o rde r 
as those canons who had supposedly occupied the site in Waking; and if not , 
is there any p recedent for a house of one order being dissolved and a new 
charter oeing given to another?" 

We would r ep l y as follows . Much of the talk about Woking Nonaster y (not 
"Priory"), i ncluding the suggestion that the canons at Newar k were the Waking 
monks in a new home , come s fro m A R Locke IS "1.voking Past", which originally 
appeared in instalmen ts in the " il/oking News gf Mai1." in 1924. Although "waking 
P3.st" is a good read, it has to be treated with caution, as authorities are 
not given and fact is not always distinguished from specu-lation, which is 
somet imes unfounded. On page 8, for insta nce, Locke writes IIMercian monks 
from Cuthbald's Abbey of Medchamstead (on the site of Peterborou gh ) pushed 
across ." and probably not later than 680 AD founded a monastery at Waking ." 
That date is speculation, but may be about right . He continues by talking -
about an a~peal to Pope Constantine about 703 AD . That date is also, I 
an ticipate, speculation . He ment i ons Constantine's bull in r ep l y , but does 
not date it. Robin Chalkley, i n Mayford History Society Newsletter No 36 , 
wri tes about it in the following terms: i'Woking' s first documentary reference, 
dated 708 t o 715 survives in a letter of Pope Consta ntine to Redda, Abbot 
of Bermondsey and Woking, granting certain privileges to each monastery . '! 
(The Victoria County History, in Volume 2 at page 64 , says that Bermondsey 
Abbey was founded in 1082, so presum3.bly the monastery was an earl i e r 
establishment .) A Crosby, in "A History of Waking", at pas e 3, refers to 
the above document as written about 710 and says "The Honks of ¥.edeshamstead 
ha& a sm3.11 daughter -house at Woking, suid to have been founded about 675 
by Brordar, a nob l eman . The letter is known only from a 12th century 
copy • •. 11 Re quotes as authority the VCH Volume 2 page 8, but that only 
mentions the taxation of Pope Nicholas in 1291. 
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Ne xt, Locke writes !lIn 777 AD an earldorman named Brordan il (pr esumably not 
the Br ordar mentioned above ) tI • • ', got Offa, King of Mercia, ta:, fr ee Wokin!r 
Hinster 'o f all control by Bishol:), Earl, or King., and l eave it unde r only <:> 

St Peter and: t he Abbot of Medchamst'.ead ." Mr (now Dr) 'R A Christophers , in 
Mayford Rist'nry Society :Newsletter 37, calls the above " The Se cond Reference 
to T,.oJoking" and wri tes " By "'779 . .• the Mercians had g,::l.ined control of Surr ey 
and t heir King, Offa , made a grant to the monastery which i s paraphrased in 
the Ang lo - Saxon Chronicle. " Re then quotes and f ollows with a detailed 
tr:mslation, concludin g by saying "But a ll Offa ' E grants and r eminders o.f 
judgement were in the end in vain, and ,when Medeshamstede f e ll to the Dan e s 
in 869 .- or e ven ·before its fall - so ended the monas tery of l.voki ng." 

E E Malden, in his chapter on e cclesi a stical history i n Volume 2 of the VCR , 
writ e s "Before the country wa s fur-nished.with churche s for e v ery gr oup of 
the poputation ' monast eria' or in English ' minsters' were the c entr es 
for the ~dministr'ation of the s a c-raments in distric ts larger than pe.rishe s .••. " 
The word minster is of the same origin as th e word monast ery , but a s Malden 
say s, "This does not mean monasteries in the l ater r estricted sense, for 
there is no reas on to suppo se that the r e were any monasteries in 'Surrey in 
889 e xcept Chertsey . " He then mentions ealdorman Bro r dar desiring in 777 
"to give a minster of his c a lled ~vocingas to the Abbey of eterboro1,lgh". 
We do not ,therefo r e have to look fo r a mona s tery site as such. 

It is Locke who suggests thet the monks lived " downstr eam fro m the villaa;e 
vi~la ~e .•• n ear the present Old Hall" . The writer's r udi mentary knowledge 
of monasticis~ tells him that ' it is ,unlikely that the mona stery buildin gs 
would be any distanc e from their church . It is a cc epted by all that the 
minster was St Peters , o r an earli e r building there - doubtle ss there were 
r e sident ial and administrative buildin~s attached or nearby . 

The Domesday Survey of 1086 merelY ' mentions "a churchH , whic h t ends to c onfirm 
Dr Christopners' sta t ement about the end of th£ monastery . 

To t.ake th e m&tter chronologically , th e Au gustinian, 'o r Bl a ck , Canons we re 
in troduced to England and '1i~al es about 1100' (Ordnanc e Surv ey Monastic Br·i tain) . 
They we re a t Merton very early (1115 per the VCR and 10g2·to 1117 per Manning 
& Bray) , the ir chart e r be ing 112'1. Dorchest e r Abbey , which was also 
Augustinian, WA s, i i is beli t: v ed, founded in- 1140 . - These were the two 
p rincipal Augustinian establishments in the a r -ea . 

Hav i ng e stab l ished reasonably p~rsuasively , it is hoped , that Wokin g Monast e ry 
was on and around the sit E: of St P e ter!s Church, that it Calne to an end before 
the Domesday Survey , and th9.t it W'3.S not Au gustiniCj..fl, we come on to conside r 
the origins of Newark Priory but we first have to l ook at Rip~ey Church, 
which predates the priory . The chancel 'with 'its flut ed c olumns, apparent l y 
designed to ' take B. stone - vault ed roof I and its internal strin fS c ourse of 

. carved Caen ston e , is of higher quality than any oth e r e ccle siastical 
buildings in the area . By gen eral a cc eptance · this work is dated about " 1160~ 
I t was c ert a i nly no t built as a parish church - it has s e rv ed in that capacity 
only sinc e the for ma tion of -:; he ' separate 'eccle sia stic a l parish of Ripley in 
1878 , and a s R N Bloxam , qu o~ing Capt C M H Pearce, JP, FSA , not ed in Surrey 
Archaeologi~al Colle c ti6ns Volu me ' 50 , there waano menti on of it until about 
1199 , it doris no~ a~pear in the ep iscopa l re~i6ter6 of Winc~ester, th e r e is 

\ 

e 
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n o mention of it ~n' pre ~Refor mation wills • . o r i n any othe~ do c ument afte r 
1199 , unFil ~h€ Letters Patent of j544 , by which Henry VIII grant ed the 
priory possessions to Sir Anthony BrQwne . The "1199" reference is to the 
appafe~~ly , undated chart e r .of the time.of Richard I (11 89 to 1199) , which 
is . confir med and quoted in a later c hart e r dated 1320 . The charter o f 
confirmation , is ci ted at l e ngth in'Dugdale's Monastic o rl o f ' 165 1 to 1673. 
It ,is i~pl~ed by the VCH that the original chart e r had disappeRred before 
1320 and ' that the late~ one is also unava±labl e . What the ' original - gr a rit 
by Ruald de Ca l na and Beatric e de ', San'des , his wife , said is worth quoting, 
since it is the fi~st mention ,of Ripley, RipleyChurch a s now is, and of 
the priory,. Tt.e translated ext r a c t in the V-CH re 3..ds ' a s f ollows : "They fa v e 
to God and the blessed Virgin and the b l e ss ed martyr Tho';nas and to th e canons 
there s e rving God , in free a l ms , the l and c a lled ' Hamma De P apworth' , wi th 
all its -appur tenances of woods , wafte r , rills , fisheri,'cs f etc, half a h'ide 
of land at Ford, a lit t l e croft and .a .c a r ,1icate 'of land adjoining it on the 

.Eiqu th, the c hurch of Send wi t .h the chapel o'f 'Ripley, And the church of Shipton 
wi th the chape l of Snodington in Hampshire ,' ,to construc t there ·in the p lace .-
c 31led.. Aldbury a church in honour o f th.e b.l esse·d Vir~in and the g loriou's 
mar tyr ''Tho mas .'' 

Aldbur,y' is, of course , the earli e r n ame for Newar.k.- On. t ne a ssumpt i o n that ," 
the passalS'e quot,e d is an a ccur3.te r e fl e ction of the o ri gina l Ric hb.rd I do cu­
ment , it p roves that Rip l ey Chapel ( e l sewhe r e translated as "Oratory") was 
standing in 1199, tha t there was a band o f c anons in the locality a nd that 
the p riory WaS about to be built . The .foun dation c ould not have be ~n befQre 
1171 , be c ause t,ba t was the date whe'n Thomas a 'Becke tt was k illed . The prior'y 
must have be e n founded by 1199 .when Godfr e y · de'Luc y , Bishop of. 'Winchester , . 
g r anted an a nnual pension of half a !tarc fro m the c ·hur ch of Wi e l d in Hampshir e 
to the c hurch of St Ma r y &. St Thol:la S' the Ha rtyr of Ald ebyrie and the I'C"l T1 C"ns 
there serving' God~' . Three further ('!uestions a ris e . 10 'ihere werc t he canons 
serving God at the time of the or i !!,ina l g r a nt ? · 2.. Wher e had they come f r om , 
and 3 . l1ho built Ripley Chape l? 

As to 1 , the wor.d "ther.e" i n ,the ext r a c t c e rt Rinly seerr.s to e x c lude any 
.r ema ining po'ssibili ty that the c anons came from T,.joking . Taken lit e rally 'in 
the ext rac t, ," the r e " seems to i mp ly that they ;were -serving within the ,"Hamma 
de Papworth", i e what we know as the SUb - mEl.DO r . of P ;:fp prcourt . The s e C(ilnd " 
use of the wo r d "the r e" - " to c onstru c t t-her:e i n the p l a c e c a lled' 
Aldbury" - may imply that Aldbury was i n P'3.p e rco.urt ',md th a t the canons were 
F.llready in t empor a r y occu-pation at wh'3t l at e r be c a me l' ewark . As to 2 , most 
writers infer that the name New Place/Newark (which it was l a t e r c alled ) 
means th-'3.t th e y c am e fro m 3.n oJ.:CI·e r place , but the ext r a ct quo.ted above g;ive s 
no c 3:use'for thinking that . It c ould "equally mean simplY . "newly built" . 
But the canons , or a t l ea st John the Prior, must.~av e c ome to Ripl e y f~om q 
pre - existing abbey or priory . The obvious candidates- are Merton Priory a nd 
Dorchester upon Thames Abbey . Merton wa s .one · of the. earliest Au oustinian 
houses , dating from 1117 and , as r e coun ted ,in the VCH , i t w~s ve~y influential 
by 1205 when one o f th e King ' s nuncios, who , wa s a c anon _~f Me r ton , went'on ,. 
tBe King ' s busine ss fr nm Portsmouth to Normandy . He a t l east must have Passed 
through .. rti'pley . Could others . have come · earlier and s e t up a , wayside ·, Itospice 
n ear the 'minor crossroad fro rn which there was d i r ect a cc ess to th e importapt 
Be nedictine abbey at Chertsey? 'Our former President , ~im Olive r , . whose 
opini on bn sucH matters is alwa¥s he l d in high r egar d , believ~d it more 
likely that the nothe r house was th e Au .:sust inian abbey at Dorchester upon 
Thames , th e other l a r ge establishme nt of this order in thi s part of the 
country . That house was founded r ather close r in t i me to Newar k , vi z in 1140 . 
The p r esent writ e r is r e gretfully not personal ly acquai nte rl with Dorc hester 
Abbey, but there would b e d ir ~ct a cc ess by riv e r (the favoured means of 
t r anspo rt of the monast ic builders ) . 

, 

• 



- 5 -

As to question 3 posed a.bove, the logical answer, and that preferred by 
?Cl.ptaiJ) ?ear~e, whose masterful 3.ccount of his exc ~vation of Newark Friory' 
ln 1928, ~nd . of its history and its founders, appears" in Surrey Archaeological 
Collections Volume 40, is that it was· originally thE intention of the 
Augustini~n canons to develop a roadside hospice here ' for the benefit of 
travellers~ and that Ruald and Beatrice, the local landowners, were so 
impressed with both their good works and perhaps the quality of their building 
thAt they gr anted them the land for the priory, to which they then moved . 
before con~ l eting their hospice . If the roadside hospice theory is correct~ 
it is more likely that they originated at Me~ton . However , the 4uality of 
wor kmanship favours the Dorchester theory . Another ' pointer lS that Beckett 
was educated at f"lerton and , indeed, was wont to wear their hAbit (SAC 3 8 ). 
The question is probably incapable of resolution . What can be said with 
certainty is that Locke is incorrect in deducing that the canons of ITewar k 
were the Woking " monks " in a new home. He purports to advance his argument 
by sayin~ thb t the canons had the advowson of Woking and other appur tenances 
of the old MinFter, implying that they took these with them. Hanning & Bray, 
Volume 3, page 110 , quotes Bishop Waynflete as certifying in 1464 that Noking 
Church , e.tc, was not appropriated to Newark until 1262 . 

It remains only to say, in reply ta Richard Colcorne, th~ t the date 1195 
which he queries from Newsletter 51 should re~d 1199; and that , yes, we are 
awar e of the 1189 date for the grant of land for 1\1 e'prark Prior y ltlen tioned in 
SAC 49 - the nnte there is by Mr T E C Walker, a respected local historian 
from Cobham, quotin~ Locke, who seems to have t'3.ken Richard I's year of 
accession for the undated charter mad~ some time durin~ his reign. 

L.e.s _Bower.rr.an 

APPI·B TREES , Al"l'D OSTLER ' S COTTAGES - ROSE LANE , RIPLEY 

Mr and IvIrs JPaul of Apple Trees ,. Ros e Lane ,kindly consented to a small 
party fro m the Buildings Group conducting a survey on their property (report 
on the building follows later ) . 

The conclusion reached was that the house was built about the beginning of 
the 19th century. Only l ater, when examining the front of the buildin6 , was 
a brick discov ere d ' bearing the date "J 1810 e" . So far, the identity of 
J C has not been d iscov e r ed. Another interesting discovery w~s the name 
" Bessie Nicholls 30th July ' 81 " scratched' on one of the bedroom window panes: 
We have yet to fin d out who she was . 

Mr Paul later showed us some deeds r e l ating to the house, which went back 
to 1887 . ' However , name s mentioned in these deeds were valuable i n tracing 
th e p roperty , throu~h the Ripley & Serid Court Rolls i back to ~621 . Obviously 
the ori~inal house had been demoiliished and the present house buil t on the 
same site in ~oout 1810 . 

In the Court Rolls in 1621 Ralph Withwell surrendered R ten~ment ~nd gRrd en 
with 3~parten~nces in Ripl ey to A ~nes Freeland . It b elon Red; by a series 
of surrenders , by 1687 to Susan Leegatt and had grown . It w~s now a messua~e , ' 
a curtil~ge , a garden and an orchard . . By 1766 the property (not just the 
house) had grown again . "Susan Leggatt , widow , who ·held a custo ruary messuage , 
now divided into two tenements and also another teneilient or ' cottage with a 
curtilage, ~arden and orchard thereto pertaining in the occupation of three 
people , has died . " 

Ey 1748 the property eonsistsd of f our tenements. In 1809 the propert i es 
were sold for £334 to Anne Kempster. One of these , which is today Apple Tr ees , 
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Appl e Trees, she sold shortly afterwa~d~ ' f~r £~O to Francis Simmonds , c or d­
wainer ., 3.nd Thomas Simmonds , brick l ayer . I t consist ed of , C?- tenement , gar 'de n 
a nd orchard together with the use 9f ' a we l l , in common with the occup i ers 
of the other,thFee ' tenementswhic h ' wer e adjoining . Fr a~ci~ and Thomas Si mmo nds 
were to p"l.y p. QUart er part of 'Ue n, ding " the. ""al.' d '" well 'buc'-et k ' b d - • •••• r ,l.r an 
rope as need sh~ll·requir e " . We r e they the -builders of the present Apple 
Tr~es? ' ' 

In 18-36 ,Thomas , SiLlmonds sold the proper t,y (iethe present Appl e Trees ) to 
Anne Eli zabeth Harrison . ,I 't stayed 'in t he Harri son fa.mily until 1887 wh en , 
the prdperty WAS sold ~ to Geor~e Woodyaf , p lumber and gl azier. In 1907 it 
was sold to Rate Ga tley', when the hOus's wa 's known' !'is ,'iDevonia" . In 1922 it 
was sold to' Samuel Snoxall, a ch'e l'!1ist in Gu ildfo,rd , and in 1941 to ~ fr J Pa~l , 
who stil~' lives there ~ 

In 1b17 Anna Kempst~r sold th~ thre e remaining teneLlents t o 
Anne El~zabethHarrisori, o f Ripley Court, whose f ather , Robert Harrison , had 
them r ebuil t 2S five ~ottages . These today ar~ Os tler ' s c otta~es , Fo~ 8 , .. 
10 " 12 , 14 and 16, Rose Lane . In the Guildford Muniment Room are the 
builder "s accounts r elating to that r ebuilding , and receipted bills, dated 
1818, pai d by Robert Ha rrison , for "taking clow.n the old cottages and building 
five new ones ~nd f6r a we ll at Ripley" . The bills total l ed £ 460 6s 10d , 
which ,i ncluc1.ed a pri'vy at t'he end of th e gar den, £2 14s 6d ,(only one)? , five 
woodhouses , t~n gr ates and cupboar d~ in each front ro om ,' ~t c, e tc . 

Bette Slat fo r d 

RI-lilrE¥- ,HOUSE AND-- SOME-- -CF' IT:S- O-CCUPAl'FP,S 

Rip l ey House 'lies , on- t-h-e Seu th Si:fi'e ':' o -f - Ripl-ey- Higil St r eet' -ne'er the ia:'st, or 
London end of the village . This report concerns the , illain house and follows 
on fro m the r epor t in Newsletter 53 on Coach~an's , C otta~e and Pear Tree 
Cotta ge , formerly the stable area . . 

The Western end (3 and 4 on the dia~ram) p r obably for~ed the ori~inal house 
and seems to date fro m the l ate ' 18th c entu ry . It has l11-'iinly 13" brick walls 
and well constr:-u'c ted softwood ro ofs with t i le. co'vering , and no basem-en t. 
!-'owever, from the discontinu i ty of :the ro of : c onstrllctiun,~nd variations in 
the thic l ness and alignment ; of the walls, and "'~ th, th~, remnants of a g~bl e 
end wall'- no'w an internal wa ll, the house was obviousl y riot a ll bu ilt at th?_ 
same time . At least three stages of build can be identifi ed . The Inclosu r e 
map of 1804 shows the pla n complete f or this a r ea (3 and 4). I t a lso shows 
some bui l dings attached to the No rth- East corner (hat ched on tne diagra,m) , 
bu t the pian shape shown differs from that of th e 'pr esent wing . ' ' - , , , 

The next ~t3.ge of c onst ruc tion added prin-cipal r doms ( 2 ) with its basemen t 
c e llars, its l ofty rooms , i ts shutt e r ed windows and its par apet roof . This 
may have incorporated the old structur e in the hat ched area and ex t ended it 
to the South and East . The Tithe SurV,ey of 18 15 shows the ' new p'lan shape . 

By 1845 Li ttle Rip l ey Ho~se -(1) had been cons~ruct ~d witi wi de projecti~i 
eaves ani Cl s l ate roof,, ' a style dating be t ween 1820; "and , 1830 . This ext ansion 
was "1.mo'-"Tll 8,S the B3.11r oom or Large Drawing Room ~nd h.ad A c eflinp' he,i ght 
of 18 f eet , ' the p r esent: tour be~roomed hops~ -being con~txucted in the shell 
of its wal l s and r -oo f. ' R'ecent r 'oof r epair s r eveal ed a eap of SQ."I'l.e three f ee t 
between the Ballroom (1) and the principal buildin~s ( 2 ), in whi~h could b~ 
seen the previ ous East enli Vlrall with its, p ro,j 0Gtino chirf!neys , aDd windows 
to each

1 
floor . 

l 
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The par t identi f i ed as 3A is slate roof ed wi th cut slate rolls to ri dge and 
hip , simila r to the Ballroom roof , but without the l at.ter's eaves: p roj e ctibns . 
This is not shown on the 1845 Tithe Map~ , This may , have been construct ed 
afte'r 1845 , or was omitted from revision~ to, ,the , map made between the first 
survey in ' 18 15 and t~e awatd i~ 1845 . ,So ~t seems lhat Ripley House as we' 
see it t0day was constru ct ed fr om about 1780 ' to 1830 , with new sections being 
added to t he Eas t with no overall pl~n, and according to the a rchitectural , 
whim of the day . ' 

We have found no r efer enc e to Ripley House~ in the Court Ro lls, which may 
indicate t!). '1.t it W,9S freehold fro m an early stage . The first '~v:.ner.,.occup i er 
we can find mentioned is Mac_quay in, the ,award ' to t.he ~Ti the Map in 1845 . A 
great many of -the inhabitants ,were short term "outsi ders" , such as 
Louisa G,urney, a barrister 's .wi f e .who was livin g; t ,he're in 1851 , with six ' 
childre n, the gov e iness and seven in doo i s e rvants . In 1861 the c ens~s ~i~es 
the inhabitant as a wi dow , Hester Russell, with thr ee childr -en ann fi ve -- indoo r 
se~vants_ When it was sol d the following year, 1bb2, by auction, at 
Garrow~y 's Coffee House in London, . the adve r tisement i n The Time s calls i t . 
a gentlemanly r esfnen c e in a ~ictur esqu e healthy residential loca lity . I t 
was described as having nine b'edrooms , a spaciou s and lofty nrawing' r oom, a 
servan-t-g---L.--hall -, "- a- -hn'u'sek"ee-p e r-'-s - ro om ,-' nurs'eri'f's, -'three"B-t ':'ill' -stable '-atld -~'''-­

coachhouse. 

A Mrs P i ggot bou ght part o f the property that adjoined on tbe NC'rt h - Ea st 
c orner .of the g3. r den, and when s he wa s enfranchised of the c opyho ld she had . 
th e builiings on i~ demolished . ' At her death in ~893 she l e ft £200 for the 
" o l d and 'sick poor of Rip l ey parish" . 

The, Honourable ,Mrs J ames Stuart YJortl e y, the ne,xt inhab i tan t , was also known 
for her c naritable work s . The r e is a window to he r memory i n,Rip l ey Church. 
She had h,qd a d ifficult life herself. Her husb!3-nd, Jame's , q rok e his bac k . 
while ri di ng i n 1~56 , a n d finally bad t~ give up the Speaker shi p o f the House 
of Commons and he became a pe r~anen t . inva l id . Jane must have c hosen Ripley 
House to r etire to in the 1'890s , ,::'s her e l dest nau<shte r " Mary , W'3S marri ed 
to Ralph , the 2nd Ea rl o f Lov e l a c e . Her ni ec e~, Susa n, the Count e ss o( 
;.vharncliffe , lived' at, Woodhill 'in S end . Her ~randdau gtlt er, Lady T"'ieedsmuir, 
describe '1 Rip l ey House AS' Ilr ainb ling~' 'And s ays "It start ed 1",i th a l arge dr:?wi;n ~ 
roo m, r an through F:l hall , twisted u p p s t a ircase , and sped away down passages 
with endl ess lit t l e ro oms opening o_ut o f them . ", She a lso describ e s 
Mr s Stua rt Wortley in heIr old age . ' She wor ,e a round c ap with hJO st r ,eamers, 
whi~h 'wer 'e fas,tened with i3 silv ; r brOOCh, to her chest, and e ith er n. black 
o:r' a whit e- shawl , ov e-r a b l ack sat,in d r ess . Shoe could frequ ently be s een 
be ing pushed up Riyl,ey' Hi gh Street in a bqth cl1air. 

For a shor t pe riod the n ex t inhabit a nt o f Ripl ey House was 
Captai_n He r bert Durr e ll Terry , the Chief 0 f ~he Surr ey Cops t ,qbulary . 

Several people in the village c an r emembe r the Misse s Pirie , here from abou t 
1905 to 1924 . They have been described to us as darling m~i den ladi e~ dr essed 
in black often seen out with th eir pa~ asols, o r in ,their nony trap , taking 
bowls o'f ' ,dript:ing to the poor, or , as on e of the.ITI was a :.,ov e rn or ef Ri p l ey, 
School , ;:>ayi~g t he t each er's sala ry at the end of the mon th. The Firies were 
in fact ie~seholders, not owners of Ripley House , because in 1916 t h e pro per t y 
was v ested ·in the -Custodian for England & Wales und,er t h e Trading with the 
Enemy .. Act, fro m the .Princ ess o f Sayn Wi ttingenst e,in a nd the Count ess of 

·Ko;nig smarck. It , was fro m, the Public Custodian in '1926 that Guy Ons,l ow , the 
H.eadm~ster of -Ripl ey :Court S,c hool, bought tIle p roperty: 
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, M~ss Rose Onslow has childhood , memori es of when it -wes s till one house . 
Th~re was a , s chool and a houseke~peF " s r oom in No : 3 a~d i n No 4 the l~rg~ 
kitche n and various small pant ri e s ~nd ~culleri~s . T~e passage 6ack through 
the house turn ed throu gh what is now a · boxroom and " a bathroom . 

It ,was , the Se cond l'Jorld War which broup-;ht abou·t "the p;r e'Ates t change . Rip l e y 
Court Sc hoo l was e vacuat ed to Shr ewsbur y and so the On s low fa~ily moved too . 
The house wa s l et and us ed as a gu e sthouse until it s sa l e in 19 47 . It WR S 

then divided ~nto four hous es , which closely r elate to the original stages 
of const.;ruc tion, Nos 3 and 4 still with' the ir old beams , No 2 losing sorne 
of th,e ma j esty of th e e ntranc e hall to inc orporat e the kitchen, and the 
moulded p lasterwork of th e ballroom c eiling, bein'g p r e served in th e bedrooms 
o f No' ,1 . The, ·history of the house is the typ'ica'l one , of expansion and 
division ov e r many year:s . , 

Many thanks to our ne i p.;hbours in Ripl~y House for a llowing us to look ov e r 
their houses , a nswering questions and showin g us docu ments . 

IT L er J Bartlet t 

BU ILDINGS 3ROUP VISIT TO SHERE 

A v ery pleasant evening wa s spent by some thirty membe rs o f the Soc i e ty on 
18 July l ast when th e y wer e taken- on a conduct ed tour o f the pretty ville~e 
o f Shere , with , the o b j e c t of vi ewing the ex ter-ior of the olel house s . 

Mr Ron P uddick , a She r e h i stori a n , gave a mos t int e r estin ~ account of the 
age and f e~ tures o f most of the houses listed in th e book l e 't "Old Hous t 's in 
the Parish of, Shere", a n d for a s mall vil13 ~ e there· is a r emarkably h i gh 
perc enta~e of ancient houses and buildi~gs . 

Uppe r StF ee t c ontains as many a s , 13 houses , mainly 17th' c e ntury , one ef which , 
now called Anc hor Cottage a n d Pilgrims Garth , was particula rly admired . 
Ti mbe r - fr amed a n d built between 1600 and 1650 , it wa s thou gh t to h~ve been 
the Old Anchor public house at on e ti l'ne . It wa s "Vic toriani sed" a round 1070 
a nd we s vi s ited by Sir J ames barr i e in the 1090s . 

'l'udo r Co ttag e , ' another timber- fra med open - hall house , was t hou ght to have 
b.een bu i lt ~round 1550 , with a chimney ins rted about t he year 1620 . This 
cotta6e is p icturesqu e with its Tudor style still intact . It wa s int e r es ting 
to hear that it was bought in 1745 .by one ~ illiam Bray . &t a lat e r date i t 
was sold by a subsequent Gwne r ' by way of e xchange for a Rolls - Royc e mo tor 
c 3.r . 

An i mportant fin d in on e of the houses 'in Uppe r Street , was a Tudor ha t ~ No t 
r e c ognised when first f ound owing to its d irty state , it wa s l a t e r p r eserv ed 
in a loc a l museum . 

The t our c ontinued through RectGry Lane , over the ' f ord and th e n into Lowe r 
Stree t where s ome seven or e i ght houses , again , 17th c entury, ~r e still in 
existenc e . 

The e v ening concluded with a visit to a privat e : museum containe d in the : lower 
floor o f a house irt Sh e r e Lane " wheresuch it ems as a Vict orian water c l os e t , 
bowl e r> h9.ts;' samp l e rs , old' school · arid othe :r;- photogr aphs , 'f a r m implements a nd 
books , to n a IlI e but a f ew , brouiSht- a tOl:l.ch of nostalgia to Many of the party . 

Jill Brol1l1 ey 

1 

t 
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OUTING TO THE CHICHESTER AREA - SUl.;DAY, 6 JULY 

This was ' an ' obvious choice following the outing ·last . ye'ar 1:<0 Stan e S tre~i; 
frGlID the vicinity of Chichester to Oc~ley . ·, It also fell .naturally into two 
parts ~ Chichester (town and cathe dral) ' a~~ Paghaili Harbour (nature reserve , 
railway dnd Church Norton)" Approximately thi'rty r.1 embers attended the outing , 
whi.ch ·wasblessed· 'by a fine sunny day, like , so' many tIlls su ~mer . 

Chichester, cathedral city and administrative centre of We st Sussex, was a 
pre - Roman s~ttlement of the Re gni tribe . Probably used by the 11 Le gion 
ori~inally as a mili~ary bas e in close association with the hRrbour at 
Fishbourn:e during the conquest of: Britain in AD 43, the Romans sub:sequently 
deve lop.ed it as Noviomap:us Regnensium ("New Market of' t he Regn enses"h After 
the departure ' o f ~hp Romans, it ev entually fell into the h a nds of the Saxons, 
who retlalned it Cissaceaster , or "9i.ssa's Castle". 

Th ere are relatively few remains of Chichester ' s Roman p a st, most hav i n g been 
eithe r destroyed or built over . Th~ ~ost obvious legacy of its Roman ori gin , 
however, is the inters~ction of the t~o principal' thorou ghfares at rig~t - . 
bngles at the town c entre , so for~ing ' four main streets - Nort h , S uth , East 
and \,~ est. CA pave d s ection of Stane Stre et wa s f ound .. some four f ee t below 
the latter during e ~cavations.) Chiche st e r h a s, howe v er, pr e s e rv e d an 
unusual nU ffiber 'of its fine 18th century houses, both larbe and small. 

Re ferrin g tb C ~ ichest er ' in his ffA Tour Through ih ~ Whole Island of Great 
Bri tain :f of 1724/26 , Daniel DefoE' is not particularly complimentary . ' , 
" •.. and y e t I cannot say much for the city of Chichest e r , in which , i f six ". 
or seven good families were removed , tl'j.ere would not be much conversAtion , 
exc ept what i5 to be found among the canons and dignitaries of the . 
c a thedral. It Lie expresses a grudging regc?-rd for the latter , which in his 
view If ••• is not the finest in England , but is 'far from being the most 
ordinary . The spire is a pi e ce of excellent workmanship " 

The tour of the town, starting fro m the Feitival The atre ear park, followed 
ini tial ly the impressiv e ' o l d ei ty -waTI , ma'irily mecfiaevai - fiiu·t" wi fh Roman 
foundations, a round the Ea.stern boundary of Prior y Par k . Tni s is be li eved 
to have be en the location of an early NOrman castl e hUllt by 
Robert d e Montgomery , but pulled down at the beginning o f 'the 13th _ 
c e ntury - ~3rt of the matte remains visible . Priory ark con£ains the 
Eplend-id Early En .::; lish clioir cif the Grey Friars ' (Fran~iscan) church, dating 
from'1269 to 1282', with its firie five - lancet East windo w. ~he choir; now a 
museum, was used as 3.n assize court in the 17th/18 th c enturies . 
~'Villiam Blake " the p;re3. t English r.lystic po e t and artist, "{.<'lE' trie.d here in 
1804 on a cha rge of sedition for ej~cting a soldier .from his . ~ard en at nearby 
Felpham . Tile remains 0 f the ~rio.ry Hospi turn , .whe r e trav e llers received board 
and a c com~odat ion , are sti~l visi ble . 

Fro m Nort~ ~ate th e tour moved South along Ndrth Str e~t a s f e r e s Lion Street 
on the l e ft . At this corner st~rid the a rc~ded Council Cha~~ ers/Assembly 
Rooms (1731-33), on th e front wall o.f which IS iiEPlaye d th e r emcdns of I'l 

Roman inscription, found nearby , re~ording the erection of a t emple ded;cated 
to Neptun e and Minerva, associated with the ma gnificent villa discove r ed at 
Fishbourne. 

Lion Street lea d s to St Martin ' s Sq;'a re, 'which cor;tains Cl delightful. g r oup 
of houses , .notably 'St Mary's Hospital, founded c 1158.for the 'sick, but since 
1528 an almshouse for th e a ge d . .The Great Hall is particuler l y not eworthy : 
formerly an infirmary, but since 1680 divided ' into 'small dwellings, i t has 
a magniffc~nt t~mber roof r e aching .tp wiihin six fe e t of the floor . 
Unfortunately access is not availab~e dn Sunday~: 
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Continuing South a lon g North Stree~, and ~a ssing firstly .the former church, 
now SPCK bookshop o f. ····St ·G-la ve-- {the----1Dth"·-c ·en tury" Nor-wegi an-K::Lng 'aiid Christian 
martyr), with its early No r man f eatur es , and the~ Market House by Nash (1 807 ), 
th e tou r r e!;J.chen the ornate , l ate Gothic Harket Cross 8t the tOl,tm c entr e . 
This is an octagonal builqinu over fifty f ee t high, c onstruct ed in 1501 by 
Bishop 'tS:torey (1473 - 1503 ), . sur mo unt ed by 3- lat er cup ola (1724).. Its orig inal 
pur pose was to provide shelter for the peop l e from the surrounding country­
side who wished to s~ll their pro duc e in the town . Each of the octagonal 
si~es bears a niche for statues; there are also four clock di a l s in stone 
frame s, 3.dded in 1·746, and a _~ oon bronze bust of Char l es 1. Continuing A.lon g 
South Stree t 8.nc1 turning l e ft into The Palla nt, this a r ea is the palatinat e " 
or Archbishop ' s "Pe culiar" , a miniatl,lr e city within the city. Th e Pallant 
c ontains s'0111:e very fin e 18 th and 19th c entury buildings , par ticula rly Pallant 
House (c 1712 ), · known locally as " Dodo r! Hause be c ause of the pair of strange 
birds on the ~illar s of the gateway, int en ded to represent the ostriches on 
the coat of a r ms of the a rchit ec t p.e~J~h:J.l:l . . 

Returning via the Market Cross , the tour arrived at West Street and the 
c a th edr~l . In , accordance with No r man palicy that cathedrals should be . m9 ved 
to l a r ge c entres of popu l a tian, the a nci e nt see of S e lsey ( es t 3blished in 
the 7th c enturY) 'was transferred to Chiche st e r in about 1072 . The new 
c athedral w"ts begun shortly after 109 1 by Bishop Ralph de Lutfa , and it was 
dedic ated i n 1108 . The ' basic Nor man or Ro man esque -was altered lat e r in the 
12th c entury ' et 2eq when the cath edr al underwent int ernal Ea rly Engl i sh 
modifications , part icu+a rly significant followin g two major fir es . The bell - , 
to~er, the only remaining examp l e of a de t~ch e d English c a t hedr a l be lfry, 
clo i ster and· g;r a c e ful s p ire (277 feet) , were all built soon a ft e r 1400 . The. 
spir e collapsed i n 186 1, but was r ebuilt immed i .::l.tely. I n c on trast, the 
North-~es t tawer fell in 1635, bui ' was not . r ~ - e r ect ed until 190 1. In their 
baok "The Buildin gs of Engl.and - Sussex", Na irn and Pevsner r e f e r to the 
buildin~gs "a well lIIorn , well lov e d, com~artable fir esi de ch a ir o f a 
cathe dral" . 

Bob G81e 

The g roup proceeded to Selsey (S a l Island), stoppin g for an a lfresco l unch 
a t Pagham Harbaur Nature Reserv e near Sidlesham Ferry . A modern road now 
repla c es the f erry, a furth e r r eminder tha t ~elsey was onc e an i sland . In 
Saxan ti~es it was t he s ee of Wilfred (630- 709 lD), who , ha~ing been driv en 
from York, wa. s made the first Bishop :by Ethelwald, King o f the South SaNons . 

At the na ture re serv e the oppartunity was t aken to view th e e xhibition in 
the c en tr e , which 'dep ict ed th e de v e lop@ent of Pagham Harbaur over the 
c e nturi e s. Of parti~ular interest we r e th e o'ld photograp.hs of th e Hundred 
of Manhood and· .Selsey Trarriw3.Y , Which was built' in 18 97 and ope r a ted p r ofi,tably 
between Ch ichester and Selsey until '1919 . The inundat~on by the sea of th~ 
drained harbaur in 19 10 a n d compet itia n fro m mo tor t r ansport c a used the 
dec line of the tramway until i t fin3.11y clo sed in. 1935 . Th e embankme nt for 
the r ail llll~y forms a "natura l" high l e v e l pathway along the Southe rn e,dge of 
the ha r bour , and is a f avourit e walk for visitors, part of wh ich WE'S e xplored 
by the ~roup. 

The fina l visit o f the day took the par ty down a ' winding l a n e crowde d with 
cars be longing to visitors to. the b ee ch . P a rking laoked i mpossible , but the 
attend:=mt k indly ar·ran O'ed with the own e rs qf Nor to,n P riory far our vehicl eE? 
to be pa r ked within the p riory ga t evvay . }tIe l !2i ,ter l ear ,ned tha t thepriary 
WA S on. the s i t 'e o f a .monastery whic h was es'tabl i shed by Ei .shap 'Nilfred . The 
object' of the visit was the little church n e .'3.rby known as Churdl Norton . 
This was on c e "th e parish church of S e Lse~ , which stood in th e No r .th of the 
town (Nortan) : In t he mi d 19th c e ntu,;r::'y , tbe church 'was r emav ed to. the S e lsey 



- 11 -

village of Sutton, or South Town, to be ~eare; the c ent r e of a ~rowing 
com~unity . , 'I'he 1~th c entury chanc e l was CL"'ft __ '3. iHi converted int~ a chapel 
dedlcat ed, to S t Wllfr ed~ The subseouent exploration of this isclated church 
and its interesting monuments , and the enjoyment of tne view with the 
cathedral s p ir e in the distanc~ concluded a memor abl e day . ' 

Ke n Bourne 

Editorial Note . Th e thanks o f the Society are due to Ke n Bourne a nd Bob Gale 
for th e care , time and r esearch which they spent arranging this excursion . 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

De:l..r Les " 

Manorial Place Name s 

My histori c a l r esea'rch into the manors of Dedswel l and Papwor th ( a l so kno,wn 
as Pape rc,ourt) is proceeding apace . I ,am writing to you t,o see whether any 
members of the Society have deeds to ,their p rope r ties ment i oning e ith e r of 
these l'"tlanors . 

, 
I should of course be delighted to hear on Guildford 225435 frocu anyon e with 
a n y manoria l i n for mat ion, especially fi e ld names . In part icular I a~ trying 
to find the whereabouts of "Millditch" on Se nd Heath ( messuage '3.nd l and ) and 
" £vfilland" ( t 1f..O a cres a n d one half tenement) in Send - both in, tbe Manor o f 
De dswe'll,& tIBirdvilles" , a lias " Birdfi e l d Sll , which ar'e s~veri?J." {ie l d s in 
Papwo r th Man or, n ear to Send Marsh . 

Yours sincerely, 

John Molyneux-Ch±ld; 

APPLE TRE£S , ROSE LANE , RIPLEY - BUILDI~GS GROUP R~PORT 

The p r est'!nt builoing on this si t e is basically in two part s . -'--At-,t .he- front,- -.­
is a four - roo med doubl e - fronted house , of brick construction , with i ti l ed 
roof 'hipped at both e n ds. To the r ear is, an e xt ension ( a lso four roo ms ) , 
built in b'r ick and tile - hung . Th'e roof of this part is a lso t iled , but is 
gab l ed at both e n ds . There is in add~tion a mode rn i ean- to extep sion at the 
ri gh thand end o f the house when vi ewed from the front . 

This survey was p riITlarily c o nc e rned with the fro nt { s.r1,d ql de r) part , which 
was the original house . 

The front originally had fo ur c a s ement windows and a c ent r a l front door. 
One of the gr oun d floor windows has 'been r 'ep lac ed wi tb, a p ro j e c ti~g bay wi,n d ow 
and th e doo;way has been ,b ricked up and transferred fo the l ea,n- to. ex t e nsi on . 
The three r e rr.ainin(l; casements , two on the., upper fl oor and one on the "g r ound 
floor, a:r e unchanged an~ hav e th eir origina l c 0,tches and stays . Til e se , 
features , to gethe r with the brick s i ze , the dentilation course at "eave"s -l e v e l 
and the cur.v ed b rick lint e ls , suggested construction durin ~ the early p art 
of the 11th c entury . 

Ex amination o f the i~teiior was mainly co~fined to the ro of space . 'This was 
found to be unchanged fro lL th e original and built ~lmost entire ly with reused 
timber .. Most of ~his is hardwood arid l).ea,vily ~harred (not smoke blackened), 
suggesting a rebu~ld of a house on this site damaged by fire. 'Although fro m 
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the documentary h~story ~t i s known · that :a h6u~e has ' exi sted he r e at l~as~ 

since , 1620, no e vi dence has so far been d{sbover ~d r e fer~in~ to a r ebuild 
or to a fir e . 

Pe rh 3.ps the most striki ng as-pect of this r oo' f is the h i gh quality of the 
c a r pent r y . It was surel y no mean task , considering the state of the timber 
befor ehand . 

Tt, e d ~ ~ i p::p._~ .<?f. , ~ h ~ ... Kq 91.. _ t.:;;. _Q..i.m:pk._y-.e-t~ .. e'[f~c_tiy!= __ --:-R.:idgs .-oo'a-r--ri's -ri S'e- - f ro III eEl. c h --- ,. 
of the hi-p corners to jo in a centr al ri dge board runnin g along th e apex . 
At the joints triangular st iffene r 's are used to conn ect with the adjacent 
rafters . The roof is divided i nto three equal bays by two substantia l tie 
beams , each with two sli~htly curved st r uts sup-portin~ the s i de pu rlins.' 
The side purlins, in fact, extend a r ound a ll four sides of th i s r oo f . 

Considering the Exte r nal evi dence, together wi th th~ o bser vat ions on the 
roof, the c onc.lusion was r each e-d that this was 'a smal l house of qU 8:1i ty 'of 
the early 19th century . It was only after th~ di~c~ssion ~hi~h l ed tci this 
that the d iscovery 'was made of the date brick, 1810, h i gh up on th e front 
wall . Yet to be established is what happened to the previous house on the 
site . 

John Sl atfp'rd 

PB . Further to my wife ' s r eport (pa~es 5 and 6 of this issue) on the docu ­
mentary nistory of the house , i t :has been established tha t .bessi e Nic holls , 
whose na,ne ' i s scratched on an upsta~r s' window , was Bl 'TIost ,'c e rtFlinly 
Elizabeth Punt e r , who married Francis Nichol l s ' ai West Ho r s l ey i n 1b13 . ' 
Further r e search may r eveal how she came to be in this hous e . 

J 1\- S 

,_YBIPl.,F.:x, __ Al_i D SEND THEN AND NQ.W" .----- .- -" ' 
"THE CRANG ING se E:NE OF SUR 'my VI.LLAGE I I'1<'BrI 

.i.. .. " . 
• ,~. _ , _ • • 4 4 " _ ..... . · 4 __ _ ._. 

p re - Public ation Off e r 

Good progress has ' been made wi th the- p r epar ation o'f the c-C'llec ti::m of nhoto ­
graphic ~~terial f or publicat i on l~te r this ' ye~r un de r th e above title . Most 
of the rn:'lti::rial ha-8 , in fact , a lr eady been de'l ive r ed , to the p rint e r, so we 
are r eas)nabl y ' c onfident - that the book should be ~vailable by,the beginning 
of November 2t the latest . -

There has been an encouragi ng response to the p r e - puolication offer attached 
to the l ast News l et ter ( No 57) . We wou l d like to 3 ive members so f~r 
undecided a further opportun i ty to consider taking u p thi s off e r , whic h ~ill 
close as e60n as the book has been pUbli shed . The book i s bein~ bffe r ed i 
pr i or to publicat ion, a t £ 3 . 50 per copy; c ompared with ' the a nticipated r etai l 
pricl~ of £4 . 95 . Ple Else ~end your' r emi Hance and order (c heques, shoul d be 
made payable to Send & Ripley Rist6ry Society) toKen Bourn~ , B6ath ~arm , . 
Tannery Lane , Send, o r to a mel1lb'e r ' of the Committ ee . 

It is propos~d that the book be f~r~a lly ' launcb edat'a furietionto take ~lac e 
a t 3 . 30 pm on Saturday , 3 November, at a suitable v enu_ midway between the 
two village s 1 ie Send Mano r House , Send Ma r sh Gr een , Rip l ey . An emi nent 
p e rson \"i ll be 'in'vited to pe rform the: ceremo ny" wh i chw'ill be' followed by 
refr'eshments ' appropr-iate to the occ 'p,sion And" -for thoce i 'nte-res,ted ; ' 3 short 
tour o'f th e 'house . 1,Jhy, not colle c 't Y01!l' c'opy of the book then . 
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SECRETARy rs REPORT 

Member ship 

We are pleased to welc ome the following new member s : 

.. M!? __ :T ___ Sty;J.,es._, ._J 25 _.Ry..d.en.s-l-Ia-y ,-·0 1 d--1yok4--ftg-;-.. -- - ----- ---_.- -. ----. 
Mrs D Pul l en , 25 Send Road , Send . 
The Lord and Lady Be den- Powe-ll-, C-h~-pe:L ·- -·F-3.-rm , -- Rip l ey . 
Mrs C McCann , 2 Wentwo r th Close , Ripley . 

Total membership stands at 95 double and 91 single sUbscriptions . 

fropased LOCal History Museum 

I;hen the So ciety was for~ed practic3l1y ten yea r s ago, orie of the ulti~3te 
airlE' was st ;>. ted to be the pr ovisi on of a history room and ' villa :re museum . 
Since . that tin-,e the So .:: iety has been given a number of B_rtcfac ts sui table 
for such a museum and pressure has been growing to give ,?r actical effect to 
the idea ~ If ~ny member has an idea for Cl. sui tStble venue -for a loc a l 111useum, 
I e a Secr e t ~ry would be please rt to hear so that inv€sti oa ti 0n& cou~d be 
started . 

Send Church Restoration Fund 

major fund - raising effort is 'under way to r a ise money for the res t oration 
of the £~bric of the parish church of St Mary the Vir ~in ; ·Send . ihe S06 i ety 
has made a token donation to this fund , wh i ch will he l p safeguard the -futu r e 
of the oldest bui lding in Send , and the 8ttention of members is drawn l O it 
in the hope thRt they wi ll be able to make their own individual contri buti ons 
in some shape or fo r m. 

Surrey Loca l History Symposium 

The - symDosi~m will take p l ace th i s ye~r at Sur r ey Univer s i ty , whic h wi l l , 
o f c ourse , be much more c onvenient for memb r s . The -theme is "Surrey 
Churches" and it is proposed that , as usual , th e So c iety wil l mount .an 
exhi bit i on. Members who have attended previous symposiums will k~9.w that 
this is a very interestin6 day out , looking at the exhibi"ti-cns of othe r 
Societies in the county ,. looking at book stalls , :l.lld listenin~ to the- t'3.lks 
whic h wil l be gi ven . Deta i ls of time and ent r ance c har g~~_0~e not yet t o 
hand , . but will be- ::tnnounced at the So c·iety ' s m_eeting s in. th E:: ne ar future . 
In the ~eanti rn~ , anyb" -< dy i nterested' in a ttend i n:?; should give their name to 
me . 

NB. Si nce writing the above , I am now Stb l e to r eport th'3.t members c.an obtain 
t ickets at th e reduced pric e of £1 . 50 ,- provi Jed they . pay' . me by the end 
of October . 

Christmas Social 

The social this year will be held in Ripley Vi llage Hall on Friday , 
December 14, at 8 pm . Tickets , at £2 . 50 to inc l ude refreshments , wil l be 
available from Mid November from Ken Bourne (Gui l dfo r d 223028 ) . Ttis is a 
popu l a r event, so please ~urchase tickets well i n advance to help the caterers 
maintain their usual high standard . 

Anyone wishin~ to donate raffle pri~s pleRse contac t John Slatfor d at 
Gui l dford 222107 . 
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The t heme thi s yea. r i s t o f ollow __ 9.~ !' _~! r;r.h.~!1 .. _a}1.d .. Ngw l! public a tion , " The Changi n g 
Sc ene of Surrey VillaR,e Life:! , wh ic h shou l d be avai l ab l e i n No vember . . Members 
and gu es t s a r e i nvi ted to dr ess i n any att ir e tyu ica l of the l ast 100· y~rs 

to th present day . Some i deas may be s een i n th i s book , so p l ease b8 sur e 
you ha ve a copy . A pri ze "fill be Il;iv en f or the best "Then " appar el. 

Les Bowe r man 

FORTHCOrlING EVENT S 
Lit t le 

Monday , 1 Oc t obe r . •• Folk Memori es Gro up meeting at 8 pm at/Rip l ey House . 
Monday , 8 Oc tobe r .•.• Docume ntar y Gr oup meeting at 8 pm at the Manor Hou se , 

Send l"lar sh Green . This will be t he f ir s t f or mal mee ting of the Group . 
Anybody i nte r ested i n s tudyi ng a nd c opyi ng docume_n.ts.Bnd pursuin g wri.t .t en 
his t ory , whether o f f amilies , buildin gs, incident s or whatev er, is 
welc ome to attend . 

Tu esd;=JY , 16 Oct ober •.. Open meet i ng at Rip l ey Vi lia iSe Hall, wh en 
Hr J D~ndy Ever shed will ~iv e a t a l k on fa mily hi sto r y , with particula r 
r e f 2r ence to the Ever shed fa~ily . 

Thu r sd3.Y , 1 No vember Commi ttee Mee ting a t He"lth F9.r m, Tan ner y La ne', Se nd , 
. a t 8 pm . 

Satur day , 3 Noven;be r Launc h of the book o f the "Then and l
T

OW " pho to~r af\hs 
( see separate par agr ap h on p r eviou s page ), at 3. 30 p~ , at S en ~ Yenor 
Fouse . 

Saturday , 10 Novembe r ••. Surr ey Loc a l Hist or y Council Sy~posium a t Surr ey 
Uni versity . Sce para~raph on pr eviou s page . 

Tu esday , 20 November .~. O~en mee ting at 8 pm at the ~ed Cross Centr e , Sandy 
Lane , Send , when Mr Fr a nk Lewin will speak . abou t tile usas8 o f the i ns i de 
o f .some l.oc .3l churc h to",!e r s ~ 

Friday , 14 De C-CJllber ••• Chris tmas Soc i a l i n Rip l ey Vi l l age Hall, as t o vJhich 
p le~se see Ecpa r ate r eport abo ve . 

Closing Date 

The l ast day fo r the r ec ei pt o f mat eria l f o r t he nex t issue of t he NevJs l e tt e r 
will be Monday , 5 No v ember . 

Buil ding s' Group j"7eet i ngs . 

Building s Grou p Heeting s have heen arranged a s fol l ows: oS..,. . . . 
~'Une.eJ' 13th 0 t b d c 0 er ..... Con u cted tou r ' of the l'Jfanor House , Figh s t ., Old· Yiol: i ng ; 

Onl y one dO'Zen members of the group ca n be a ccommoda ted . 
Anyone wishing to at tend, pl ease cont act Le s Bowe rman 
who will g i ve f urther deta i ls 

Thur sday 25t h Oct ob e r ••• Evening meeting a t 15 Keva n Driv.e , Send . 

wedne~ay 28th Noverr.ber •. Evening meeting a t Lit t le Ripley House, Bi gh s t .• Riple y . 

, .. 


