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To be held at 8um on 
TlOODAY 15th FEBRUARY 198J 

at 
TilE RED CROSS HALL. SJUIDY LANE. SEND 

AGE :H D A 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. (a) Ninutes of the 7th Annual General Meeting held on 
25th Februk~ 1982. 

(b) Natters arising from the minutes. 

3. Annual Reports: - ( a) Chairman 

(b) Treasurer 

(c) Secretary 

4. Consideration of a motion by the outgoing Committee 
that the subscriptions for the forthcoming twelve 
months remain at £1.50 for individual members and 
£2.00 for couples. 

5. Election of Officers:-

6. Any other business 

(a) PY.'esident 

(b) <J.11airman 

(c) Treasurer 

(d) Secretary 

( e) Cc·mIni ttee of twelve . 

TIl'l'ERV AI) F')R BEFRESHMENTS 
followed by 

a Cdcucsion cent·- , .. ; on a display by 
Bob 'Nhapshott of Fle,t Irons and o.n Ironing Stave. 
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PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS MAINLY CONCERNING SEND SCHOOL · 

The 'following notes were written by our member Miss N. Palmer in about 
1976, but were not publisned at . the time bec'ause we were running a series 
of historical notes about t h e school by Sheila Brown; an article by 
Marj orie Sex would also have overlapped to some extent. In reading the 
notes it can be .borne in mind that the school closed in 1972 when St Bede' s 
C. ofE. School in Bush Lane ~losed as a secondary school and reopened as a 
junio r school, finally ' becoming a middle school in 1976~ On closure of the 
school the land , a former worked out sand pit, donated by 
Arthur George Onslow, the 3rd Earl , in 1854, reverted to the present title 
holder , Michael William Onslow, the 7th Earl . The property was sold ind the 
school and Heed Tea cher's house attached were being converted in~o two private 
residences when a fire some two to three years ago destroyed the latter . 
The red brick school building has since been rendered . . 

Perhaps similar recollections centred on the recently demolished Ripley 
School could be written . 

"f'h~s'e notes refer to the period from 1923, when we came to aunnyhaven, 
a new bungalow in Sandy Lane, the only building between "the Poplars" in Farm 
Lane, now demolished_and replaced by bungalows , and Whitethorn Cottages , new 
council houses, in Send Road . Later, bungalows , houses and the corner shops 
were built . "Peggy" is the only origina.l shopkeeper . 

Our means of transport to vvoking was by cycle, walking , taking advantage 
of the short cuts across fields , or by Mr Brown ' s horse bus two or three 
times a week. Soon after , the Blue Sqloon began a bus service between 
Guildford and \"okin~ via the New Inn and Potters Lane . There was the annual 
excitement of flooded roads and houses at the Old oking end of Broadmead 
when traffic was diverted, and local lads waited around to push the trade 
Vans thrQugh the ~1eepest water . For a few years I W."IS 8.way during the week , 
but cycled twelve miles home on Friday evening and returned early on Monday 
morning . Rain , fog , snow , etc . , made these journeys quite hazardous at 
times . 

The Sunday School : 

In 1924 I took over the infants ' Sunday Kindergarten, held in the junior 
school, under Miss Elsie Lancaster . We had to wait for each other ' s assembly 
hymn to avoid the clashing of pianos in edjacent reoms . I had help with 
group story telling from Cannon Girling ' s two daughters and two grammar 
school girls. Long school desks were the only seating acco@nodation at 
first until we purchased small folding chairs , which were kept stacked in 
the cloakroom. Later, when the Vicar took over , the junior school went to 
the Church Room and the kindergarten to the Drill Hall to be away from the 
day school atmosphere . The small chi ldren were lost in the large bare hall , 
but I tried to make a bri~hter and more cheerful atmosphere with a foca l 
point t~ble - flowers, pictures'! books, a candle holder, but plenty of room 
for activities and groups . The small chairs received rough treatment , as 
they were stored with other things belonging to the other users . I have 
memories of crawling into the space under the stage to rescue our chairs , 
etc . The annual Sunday School party was a tea, entertainment , games and a 
large Christmas tree provided by "Miss Elsie" . The sunlmer treat was .a bar ge 
trip up the river to Sutton Green to a meadow for tea and sticky jam sand ­
wiches prep~red on the spot . Alternatively it was downstream to a meadnw 
at Newark. In those dA.Ys the children did enjoy their sil1J.ple pleasures . 

.' 
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The Day School 

In 1926 ~ ll infants from 4 years 9 months to 7 yp.ars and above were in 
one class, 50 and more during the third term . At first long immov8ble desks 
stretched across the room; there was one large roasting fire in the 
front - of no benefit to those away fron it. In 1934 we had Rn extra three 
days' Christmas holiday for central heating pipes and stove to be fitted. 
Artifici~l ligbt W8S provided by large hanging oi l lamps until electricity 
W"'lS installed. 

All needed help with handwork in those years, bu t with a gr,")up 0 f a 
dozen or so standard 1 boys, for whom there was not enough room in their own 
class, things were chaotic. It became a tradition that the seniors put on 
an ope r etta, the junior.~ and infants making up the programme with plays , 
etc . - nearly a term's work for one perforr1ance in the Drill Hall . At first 
the damp cold earth floor of the rifle r ange (now the central c orridor o f 
the Lancaster Hall) was the boys; dressing room (this was als~ the men ' s 
dressing rOCGl at danc es , etc.) un til C0lonel Thorpe impr0ved the whole 
interior and mane several smaller roo ms . At the Waking District school 
sports there was R novelty item f0r , the infants to draw more spectators . 
In 1934 Send carried o ff second prize f0r the entry entitled "Cow and Gate 
Trio"(smiler, baby and tin of fo od). This item became too popular and took 
up too much time so was discontinued. 

Second World War Years 

Two evacuee schools arrived, Croydon and Putney. Children and staff 
were housed in the village; Croydon used the Church Room as their schoo l 
and Putney used the Drill Hall. As some went home the sehorls amalgamated 
and used our day schoel half days . Alternate weeks we used the Drill Hall 
while they used the school, mornings or afternoons. Our session c omprised 
infants and lower juniors f o r first half ::If session for g"'lPles , musical drill, 
reading and handwork. The senior sessio~ followed. There were cnly two 
weeks ' summer holiday for staff be c ause we took over the evacuee schools to 
allow their staff a bre~~ . Later, in 1941, the evacuees, with twc members 
of staff, were taken in with our ju.nior school. This allowed for a two 
class infants . 

Early Years of Hilk Scheme 

In 1930 the HeadmAster and his wife made ~ Jcoa for those children who 
had sandwiches at mid d"'lY until Horlicks sponsored a scheme supplying a large 
plunger ,nixer, small paraffin stove , storage ' cabine t for trays of cups , large 
storage ju~s and spAce for tin of Horlicks powder. Cost £1 for 7 Ib of 
Horlicks. This lasted a week and children were charged a ha'penny a cup. 
It was prepared in the infants ' classro om . One week the powder miracul ously 
diminished bit by bit each evening (the &chool cleaner took a fancy to 
Herlicks) . Lat er the local dairy at Bou fh ton R"'lll Farm supplied one third 
~f a pint bottles o f milk for a h"'l'penn7. We took actvantqge ~f this during 
the summer, but continued with Horlicks in the winter, until the present 
~ilk scheme began (n0w, of c ourse, no more - Edit0r), Sh0rtage 0f bottles 
sometimes meant one pint bottles havin~ to be shared by three when the 
Horlicks cups came into use again. Class teaching was very upset, for in 
those days there was no school helper to take over the non-teaching jobs . 
National Savings was also a big extra. During the "SpecL.l.l Weeks " the 
school group c011ccted hundreds o f pounds - later reco~nised by a call to 
the Buckingh"3.m Palace garden p9.rty for National Savings workers . The village 
had special days - processions through the village - the school entered 
Mr Baigent's horse waggon, decorated as a tableau witn the children. Our 
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prize effort was the English Rnse, our money prize purchasing a picture for 
the inf~nts' classroom . 

Safety Me~sures During the War 

All partitions and windows weie plastered with strips of selo tape to 
prevent splintering (my recollection is that at the Westfield schocls ~~Mmed 
brown paper was used - Editor) . At every air r~id warning the o l d part of 
the building ha0 to be vacated as it was considered unsafe . All the infants 
trailed down thr ough the ba ck garden to the woodwork centre to shelter uhder 
the heavy woodwork benches until the "All Clea r". On one of thesE; occasions 
the top class seniors watched a "dog fightll over Vickers at It{eybridge from 
Scho ol Lane. Later when the pla.yground was asphalted and a wall built 
around it, the authorities r3ecide-d it was safest to lie around the edge of 
the playground . Trenches were dug for the older children in the vegetable 
gar den . The lat e st idea was that the infants should crouch around the walls 
o f the flat rooted cloakrr:>nm listening f or the dr0ne o f the "doodle Bug" to 
stop bef~re it fell, f o llowed by the relief o f the explnsion . Send was not 
withrmt its tra&redies with b0rnbs and "Dondle Bugs". 

When St Bene's School opened in 1939, the junior scho o l had the first 
sitting f ') r canteen dinners - a c'laily croc odile trekked thr ough a ll , 
weathers - wartime hazards as well - till th e w00dwc rk. centre was converted 
into a canteen. 

Further increase in school numbers meant the temnorary use ~f the old 
Red Cross Hut as a classroom for the older infants and the beginning of three 
clRss inf",nts. This phase had its c1ifficulties . Ther e was a naily freez,e 
up of water in winter , and insufficient heating . ~e had to turn out into 
the foot oall pavilion across the "rec Ir every tuesday 1?fternoon and every 
ether Monday afternoon . Someone kindly lit the cok.e stove for us, but that 
often went ou t and left_ us cold . Once the door blew off and we had to trail 
aC ir " SS to the school and take refuge in with another class . It{hen the new 
installation was ready it WAS wonderful , but that also had its trials and 
teething troubles. 

Editorial Note . The "Doodle Bugs" mentioned by Miss Palmer were, as many 
of us reme mber, flying bombs with wings launched by the Germans tow8rds the 
end of the war over South East England. They were also known as V1 ' s , as 
comp~red with the V2 rockets (the first form of guide~ missile ), which came 
a little l ater . 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

~1embership -

For the first time in eXactly eight years thEre are no new members to 
report . Membersh i p , therefore , r eme ins at 108 couples qnd 74 single members. 

Subscriptions 

Janet Hill, our Treasurer, has a sked me to remind members that their 
annual subscriptions are dUe on 1st February . It will be hel~ful to her 
and to the Society if subscriptions are paid pr0mptly. Her ad~Tess appears 
on the front page of the Newsletter , or members can, if more convenient , pay 
me . Since there is no proposal to increase the subscriptions this year , 
they remain at £2 for couple s and £1.50 for single members . 

...., 
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Bu:',ldin"'" Gr-up Rbaer,rcl", "n the History of Individual Houses 

Buildings Group members are working on the history of indivinual 
properties within the pari~hes, and would be interested to hear frem anyone 
else ·who has information'about the prop~rties on which they are conducting 
reseArch . The members and properties c oncerned are as follows : 

Bette Slat ford . . . . . . . . 
Mavis Lake and Bernerd ~atts 
John Slat ford and Ba rbara Tinkler . 
Jim Ca rter 
GloriCl Henson 
Ken French 
Les ' Eowerman 
Derek Bromley and Ted & Rita Goldup 

"stephan Langton", by MRrtin F . Tupper 

Ripley Court 
Oakride 
White HRtch 
The Co ttage, Sendmarsh Lane 
Hillside Farm 
Aldertons and Goodgr ove 
The Manor House, Send Marsh 
Willingham C o tta~e 

Our member, Desmond O'Connor, has kindly d onated to the Society a c opy 
of Martin Tupper's n ovel, "Stepha n Lang-t on, or the Days o f King John, a 
Romance ,..,f the Silent Pool" (first published 1858). 

Tupper was an interesting personality who lived from 1810 to 1889, for 
many ye8.rs at Albury . "Stephan LEtng-ton" is typical Victr.r':"Ftn r omant ic prose, 
but the book is mildly interesting to members of our Society for its 
references to Newark, Albury, Gomshall , Guildford, St Catherines and the 
Silent Po~l. The legend of King John and the Silent Pool ori ginates fr om 
this book (Surrey Archaeological Collections No . 54) . 

Forthcoming Events 

Tuesday, 15th February ... AGM at the Red Cross Hall, Sandy I ,ane, at 8 p . m. , 
fol l owed by a discussion when Bob Whapshott hopes to show a collect ion 
of flat irons and an ironing stove . 

Wednesday, 2nd M8rch .,' Building s Gr ()up meeting, at 8 p.m., at 
11B Kevan Drive, S end . 

Tuesday, 22nd March . .. Open meeting , at 8 p . m. , at the Red Cross Hall , 
Sandy Lane, when Mrs Shirley Corke, archivist at the Guildford Muniment 
Ro om , will speak abi)u t her 'work, which inclucle s many items c o nnec ted 
with the parish of Send & Ripley. 

Tuesday , 19th April . .. Open meeting , at 8 p . li ., at Ripley Village Hall , . 
possibly entitled "An Evenin; o f Ripley History", when it is envisagec1 
that a number of pe0ple will give short t'3lks "n aspects o f the history 
of Ripley, It is hoped that this will enc""ura~e the interest of Ripley 
residents who Rre not yet members of the Society,. in addi tinn to' existing 
members. 

Ple~se n n te days of the week ~nd ver-ues for mee tings . 

Closing Date 

The closing dat e for submission of material f or the next issue of the 
Newslett e r will be M,..,nday , 7 th March . 
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The Christmas Social 

The Rnnual Christmas social was held on 15th December at the Re d Cross 
Hall . ~eventy-five tickets were sold and a festive c old spread was organised 
by Phylll.s . Bourne and Flossie Oliver. The S'ociety ' s symposium e xhibit 
f eaturing Sir Anthony Browne and his son o f the same name, ' 
1st Visc')unt Montague , was on display f or the benefit of members who did not 
atten d the sympcsium. The e xhibit was introduced by Peggy Aldridge . 

Lar~ely as a result o f the r a ffle and to a l esser extent due to the sale 
of surplus food, a modest profit was made . The S ~ciety 's thanks &re due 
to Flossie and Phyl1is as organisers , to Ken Bourne f o r producing the tickets , 
to J ohn Slat ford for organising·the raffl~to Rita Goldup a n d 
Ba rbara & Llan Tinkler f a r st erlin~ help o n the night a n d to all who assisted 
in other ways. 

Les Bowerman 

NOVEMBER 18th - OPEN EVENI NG - "F ARMING THROUGH THE AGES" 

On ThursdRY, 18th November, Bob Claydon gave .his lon~-qwaited sec~nd 
illustrated t;,~lk on "F8rming Throug;h th e Ages " to over 40 members in the 
Church Room. His re marks , bec~use o f limit ed time , did not c over a ll facets 
o f this vast subject, but a good insight was given into farmin g during the 
period o f the asc endancy o f the draught horse, and with the a id of good 
slides, he generated a sen~e of nostalgia in many present, anG illustrated 
that villa~e life, as then und erst00d , is gone f o r good , a n d that ncw most 
c ommuniti es , including Send & cii6tr~ct , are no mo re than jo r mitories o r 
places of retirement . The s~eaker stressed how little the horse implements 
and the farming practices had changed until the advent o f the tractor just 
before the outbreak e f the 1939- 45 World War a nd h ow the War acted as a 
catalyst· f or the new ideas which have rev olutionised farming in the last 40 
years . Here the speaker pres:ented slides of the "shop winduw o f farITiing", 
the Agricultural Show , and ment i uned mode rn field machines, dairy equipment, 
milking machines and the numer ous breeds o f anima ls which the farmers use 
as tools t o feed the populace . Modern hay - making mach ine ry, operRted by 
one man, c ontr~sted sharply with 6'~(e~ o f A score o f me n hay making a nd 
sta ck building with horses And waggons at the DRiry Research Institute at 
Shinfield, near Readin~, in about 1910. 

All English breeds o f cattle were expertly discussedwith their respective 
suitability, disadvantages and region a l preferences, and those breeds, par­
ticularly the Hereford, capable o f thriving in m~st parts o f the world were 
given a snecial ment i on . This was f ol l owed by an Analysis ~ f the nu me r ous 
European breeds which a r e invadin g this c c untry in an "l. tt emp t by Enfl,"lish 
farmers t ,:,- meet the PJPular demand f o r l ean t ende r c a rca.ses . The spee,ke r 
rightly mentioned the harsh side o f this business and briefly explained the 
economics o f livesto ck farmin g when the heart has t o be hardened a.nd the 
cattle disposed o f e r sla u ghter ed when they have reachad their prime, or are 
worn out as in the c a.se of dairy cattle . 

Question time preved lively, with much interest being shown by qu estions 
on silage . The chemistry and theory of silage was clearly explained an~ a 
plea made f or toleration tow"l.rds its odour, which the meeting was assured 
is not ob jectionable to experienced noses . HerE; it was unfortunat e that 
the r e ferenc e to silage in the Papeworth (Paperc ourt'] fvlanor Rolls , 3 Henry 
VI sixth day of November 1424 "Robert Attefeild in mercy f or a trespass made 

! : 
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with three bullocks on the lord ' s sileage in Papeworth feild , pledge the same 
Edwerd (Tyler)", cnuld not be refer~ ed to, as this proves to be a mis ­
transla t i on fr C'm the od gina l La tin. 

Thanks a re due to Bob Claydon. The Society is fortunate in hAving 
members who possess specialist knowledge and who can speak with auth8rity 
on their experiences. 

J . Oliver 

YE1,; ~~EE HOUSE, H:~GH STREET, RIfLEY . T9,055568 

1~ t the r equest () f the own9rs, Mr & Mrs Chris Smith, Jim Oli ver fllld the 
writer mqde a nu mbe r of visits of inspection to this two - storey brick built 
-heuse . Yew Tree Rnuse is built on an East-to - West axis set back f r om , and 
parallel to, the London to Portsmnuth Road between Pear Tree Cott8ge (the 
former c ~~ch house to Eipley Hause ), and Rartley Antiques . Viewed from the 
road, it has a very ;;;ttr8ct i ve 18th century fr'mt ele";e.ti')n, which, 
unexpec tedly, is not sY''ll''letrical. The house I nnks to be double pile, but 
there is an irregularity ,n the West side of the roof, and one wonders whether 
there may be something -;)lder at the baak. Pulling the probi3bly original 
bell pull t o activc_te the spring-hung bell by a series nf wires and nicely 
frett ed triangular pivoted angl e plates, one enters thrnugh th e fr e nt doo r 
and it is i mmedi ately apparent that the re gsn n for the dwor being off c entre 
is that tner e _is a c entral int e rne l dividing wall. Benind the front dee r 
hangs an origi nAl locking bar. There is also a c entral dividing wa l l fr om 
West -to East, so that th~r e are the two front rooms a nd a rec ently ~lt€red 
large back one extendillg th~ length of the or i gina l house . Fortunately 
currently proceeding alte~ations have necessitated the r emoval o f mnst of 
the plast e r -f~om the walls of the l arge back r oom ~nd it is i mmedi Ately 
a ppa rent that the bricks of the East - to- West dividing wall and the back wall 
a re simila r - hand bak8d -bute- f standard si ze . The large back room wa-s 
until recently divided by a staircase leading from the centrally plac ed back 
dnor. The ~vestern part WiH3 clearly the ki t -ch e nas the much altered brick 
firep12lc e proves. Expnsed foul!dations sho .. : th~t this wes originally wide r 
t o accn~~0d~te RD open r ange . The E~stern end of the b~ck r oom l e d v i a a 
door with ~nother locking har to what was prnbably a half open sculle r y . 
From this part of the b~ck room bricl~ stairs le~d be l ow the East - to - We st 
dividing w~ll to a c ellar under the E~st fr~nt r~om. The brick walls o f 
the c el l a r a r e cle~rly the walls of the h~use c ont~nu ed down t o foundati ~ ns , 
indic ~ting th3t the cellar i s c~ntem~0r~ry with the main walls . The top 
e f a cellar window at the frnnt of the nouso is just above the level o f the 
garden . 

The fir ep18 c e in the front roe;]. to the ~ves t h-3s a oolection n1')u l ding 
surround (i. e . with A wide iaised curve tapering to the out s ide edge ) and 
is p r obably ,:>rigin"11, but th8t in the r~')rn t o the En st is unlike l y t o be so . 

The writ er was deli~hted to see hanging ~b~vo the ori~lnal firepl ~c e a 
cycling drawing Clf the "\nchor" in Ripley High Stre e t, sicned by the a rtist , 
Charles E . Shew, and dated 1897 . 

Mr Smith kindly a llowed access to the extensive r oo f space, which is 
basically squE'xe with a central well, the r a inwater fr ,m wh ich is carried 
out by a l ead gu lly A.bo ve the East--to -West dividin6 wall t o the West side 
of the h~use. There is no ~ccess door t ~ t he r oo f well. The parallel 
Eas t - tn--"aat r'10fs 3re o f similar construction - pl::l.in r e fters with n o purlins 
o r rid~e_ ~i ~ c es , although the rpft ers o f the North r oo f a re not a s well 
. '- preser ved . 
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Most o f t hese r a ft e r s a r e (' f h i'l.r d w('od , pr0b"ibly oak . The North-tn-S 'luth 
r oo fs ha ve r~dge pie c e s, B.lthnu gh n o t in (me pie c e ., The Ea st r on f was c on­
structed ~ga~ns t the r a ft er s a n d nv e r the en d s o f t he batt ens o f the Nnrth 
r o c: f • The West r oo f is a ho tchpo tch at the c orne r whe re its ridg e do es n o t 
qUlte me et t h a t o f the N0rth r oo f. Inside th e r oo f the front wall is seen 
t o hav ~ ~een hei ~h t en e d by 18 inch es with six c ourse s o f bricks on t op o f 
the orJ .. .2;lnal wall plat e . These c ourses c o ntinue r ound the West side to the 
c h imney ~nd c a n be i dentified fr om t h e r oad by the f a ct that ,the bricks o f 
the first o f the s e c ourse s h a v e been l a id on e dge , d~ubtless to fit better 
in fr ont o f t he 0ri ginal r a ft e r e nds . Ab ove the additional six c nurses is 
a sec ond wall plate and new s o ft woo d rafters, which are a tt a ched at the 
ridge t o the old rafters. We lsh Slat e s on s o ft wood pit sawn boardin g cover 
the n ew fr ont r a ft ers, whilst the rest o f the r oo f is covered with 
clay til e s on riven oak ba ttens over a thin layer of straw (c a lled "torching") 
t o prevent driven snow fr om ent ering the r oo f c a vity. 

Vi e wed externally, the South and West walls ar e manifestly o f one build 
in Flemish bon d in da rk r e d bricks with many blue headers a nd some blueish 
s t r e tchers. Smoke fr e m t he c ooking fire in th e West wa ll o f the back living 
r o om is c a rrie d a way by a chimn e y built integr a lly flush with the West wall. 
The chimney taking s m.ok e fr om th e fir eplaces in t he t'lest fr ont r oo mS has been 
a dd ed at a lat er stage in s a l mon re d bricks with a butt j oint a~ainst the 
original West wall. This chimne y partially fills the inverte d North-West 
c orne r o f the h ou s e. Some d, .u ble pile h ous e s are o f two builds, but that 
is n o t the c a s e h e re and th e c onclusion fr om th e evid ence deta iled abov e is 
that this is a f our-squa r e hous e o f a bout 1750 , p e rha ps r e fle cting increased 
prosperity foll owing th e turnpik ing of the r oad i n 1749 . 
Original+Y h e fr ont e leva tion would h a ve b een simila r t o h ow the ba ck still 
is, and there wer e two ridge s p -3 rallel t o the r oad . About 1800, with the 
turnpike a t it s busi e st with stag e coaches, and b e f ore , this traffic died a way 
wi th th e c ompletion o f t h e r a ilway line t o PortslJ.ou th in 1847, the appearance 
was upgrade d fr om b eing a b a sically rural dou bl e gnble endf2 d h ouse in brick 
with a steep tiled r oof, into a t own h ous e o f s ome ele 6ance with a hi gher 
stuccoed fr ont ele v8 tion and a shallowe r sla ted fr o nt r oo f • 

. The biggest pro bl em f or the build ers who carrie d out th e up gradin g and 
for those who would interpr e t the h ouse comes fro m the previously mentioned 
invert e d North-West c orner. The inversio n of this c orner has put the front 
'e leva tion out o f sy~me try, c aused the irregul a rity o f the r oo f line as viewed 
e xt ernally a nd the h otchpotch internally. The reason must be either that 
the ori gina l c o rn er f a ile d and could n o t be repair e d (p e rhaps throu gh having 
b een built i nadv ert e ntly ov e r a n earlie r well o r c e ss pit), or that the re 
was a difficu lty ove r rights of light with an e a rlier adjacent building which 
is no l o n ger there, or poss ibly that it had to b e built a gainst s ome such 
earli e r building . What ever th e reason, it meant tha t the West rid~e, which 

' wa s c onstru ct e d at th e time o f th e upgrading , is physically unable to meet 
th e s hortene d fr ont ridge . The house ha s mod e rn e xtensions o n the Eastern 

fac e . 

Estate a gents have stat e d that t his is a Queen Anne h ouse (1702-14), 
but the size o f the bricks shows tha t it is unlikely t o have be e n built 
be for e t he middl e of th e 18th c entury. In the abs ence o f sp ecific evidence, 
it is unsafe in a ny event to dat e a h ouse to a p e riod Dore pr ecise than 20 

y ears. 

The his t oric a l origins of th e hous e ar e unknown at present, but it is 
built within t he curtil~ge wa ll o f Ripley Hous e . From s ome time after the 
f ounding of RY de House School opposite in 1860 until at least 1928' (the date 
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of a prospectus shown to the writer) . Yew Tree House vJas th8 school sanatorium . 

At the bottom of the back garden is an outbuilding fr onted with a brick 
a rch in the 1860 l s orna.mental style of Lord LovelA.c e, cf. Guiles Hill Farm, 
Ockham, :md Church Farm, Wisley. 

Les Bowerman 

--- --------.. ----

THE COACH HOUSE AT CEJAR HOUSE, VICJ~RAGE L..41JE, SEND 

:~Q,023545 

By kind invit1'ltion of Mr & Hrs Jones, a small party fro m the Buildings 
Group did a survey of the coach house, situpted at the rear East side of 
Cedar House. 

The west side of the co&ch hOUSE: WPf,S used for housing the c oach and 
there is a small t~ck room on the E~st side. In a corner one can still see 
evidence of where a small stove wC'uld have been because the chimney still 
remains . l"v"armth was neceSS"iry for keepinf/' leather harness supple and also 
prevented polishes from becorniilg hard. 

Behind this small room is stalling large enou~l for three horses, 
although alter~tions have taken place; on the left side of thcl stall is a 
door used for emergency - if an animal were taken sick he could be dragged 
throu i';h this door without too much difficulty . On the other side of this 
door a steep wooden staircase has been built leading to the loft . Before 
the addition of these stairs there would have been a steep ladder leading 
to a trap door to the loft . At the top of the stairs there are rooms to 
the left and the right. In the righthand rOO;ll is a sizeable window where 
the doors to the haylcft w~uld have been. 

In the 1920's the Rev . Girling had e school in the house and used this 
loft for boarders. One would im~gine t~is to have been very cold and 
comfortless, especiA.lly durir,g the wintc:':'. 

Back down the stairs the flooring is of original Staffordshire blue 
bricks . These would have stretched out tcw~rds the drive, cov ering an area 
at least large enough for COA.ch And horses . 

There are many attractive ori;;inal features still to be stan. A 
verandah between coach room end tack ro o~ , horseproof c atch on the tack room 
door and a hay manger in the stable are a few. 

From a distance the cooch house l ooks much older tr. a n ' it is because of 
its mock Tudor fra~tng. Cedar House was built in 1803 and the garden wall 
would h '3.ve been built soon after. Thi03 is in rat trap bond , meaning that 
it has a hollow centre, the bricks bein~ laid on edge . Rats are then able 
to run around inside th0 wall. This ~all has been incorporated f or the West 
wall of the coach house , giving it a d r te soon after the house was built . 

This survey made a refreshing chan~e from houses and barns, and the 
finishins touch was to be i .nvi ted to talce tea with the Jones family, which 
we enjoyed very much. 

Gloria Henson and B~rbara Tillkler 


