
SEND & RIPLEY HI STORY SOCIETY 

~th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETI NG 

t o be held at 8 p. m. on 

Tuesday? 21s t Feb ruary, 1984 

a t 

THE RED CROS? __ CEN TR~, SANDY LAN E, SEND. 

AGENDA 

1. Ap ologies f~r absence. 

2. a) Minutes of the 8th Annual General Meeting held on 15th February, 1983. 

b) Matters arising fr ~m the mi nu tes. 

3. Annual Reports ~ 
a) Chairman. 

b) Treasurer 

c) Secretary 

4. To cons ider a motion from the outgoing Committee that subs criptions for 

the year 1984/1985 be £2 for individuals and £3 for couples. 

5. Election of Officers: 
a) Chairman 

b) Treasurer 

c) Secretar y 

d) Committee of 12 
6. Any other business , 

-x-x-x x-- x-x-x-x-x-x-

INTERVAL FOR REFRESHr·1EN TS 

- X- X- x-x- x-x- x- x- x- X- x-

ILLUSTR ATED TALK by JOHN SLATFORD on DATE BRICKS ON LOCAL BUILDINGS. 

- x- x- X- X- X-x- x- x-x- x- x-x- X- x- x-x- x- x-X_x_ 

CORRECTIONS TO N/L No . 54 

Will members please make the folloWing amendments to Newsletter No. 54 

which in m0st ceses accQmpanies this Agen~a: 

Page 4 Lines 7-9 sh ould read flIt has an impOSing Georgian brick facade with 
off-centre coach arch . The earliest part of the present building ••.• • " 

Page 7 Lines 7- 9 
sh ou ld read fl .•.• towed the sand away on skips up a ramp_ 

whence it was ti pped into the backs of lorries. On one occasion in the early 
days a gyps y cam e for a load with a ho rse- drawn cart and the force of the sand •.. " 

8 

Page/penul timate li}]~ : The names of the Vi cars are "Rev. Headeach" & "Rev. 
Morgan Evan Th ::mas ". 

Page 9 Line 7. The personal name is flMr. Shill". 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday, 9 February •.. Natural History Group meeting at 8 pm at Heath Farm, 
Tannery Lane, Send. 

Thursday, 16 February •.. Buildings Group meeting at 8 pm at the Manor House, 
Send Marsh. 

Tuesday, 21 February ••• AGM at 8 pm at Red Cross Centre, Sandy lane, Send, 
followed by an illustrated talk by John Slat ford on date bricks on local 
buildings. 

Monday, 27 February .•• Folk Memories Group meeting at 8 pm at Waggoners, 
S,end Barns Lane, Send. 

Thursday, 15 March Buildings Group meeting at 8 pm at Muir House, Brooklyn 
Road, Woking. 

Thursday, 22 March Open evening at Ripley Village Hall, at 8 pm, when 
Mr M. Leishman will give an illustrated talk on the village named "The · 
Bourne~, near Farnham. This was the village of ~eorge Sturt, or Bourne, 
who wrote so evocatively about local people and village trades in earlier 
times. The expert illustrations will show such people and their 
environment. 

Tuesday, 17 April •.• Open meeting at the Red Cross Centre, Sandy Lane, Send, 
at 8 pm, when there will be an illustrated talk on an aspect of natural 
history. 

Thursday, 24 May ..• An evening visit to view Ted Goldup's collection of his-
toric farm machinery at Thatched House, Clandon Crossways, Burnt Common, 
followed by a barbecue. 

Thursday, 7 June ••• Conducted tour around the ancient town of Leatherhead, 
finishing . at the museum. Meet at 7.30 in the car park on the up side 
of Leatherhead Railway Station. 

Closing Date: Material for the next issue of the Newsletter should be 
in the hands of the Editor by Honday, 5 MFlrch. 
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THE PUBLIC HOUSES OF GUILDFORD BY Mr H.c.RK STURLEY 

Open Meeting - 15/11/83 

Guildford has always had more than its fair share of public houses. 
&t one stage it had more than 150 and for a long time never less than 30 in 
the High Street ~lone. The audience was taken by Mr Sturley on an imaginary 
walk down the High Street, accompanied by a marvellous collection of ' old 
photographs and slides depicting many of these houses. Mr Sturley has 
inquired into the histories of at least 150 of them. 

"" ,Guildford, ,has always been a busy maric'e""t town and fortunate to be situated 
on the main London to Winchester road. Winchester was the 'second capital 
of England in Tudor times and important pert;;onages would constantly be paS"si'ng 
through, requiring fresh horses and accommodation. With the growth of the 
British n~vy at Portsmouth, the traffic increased even more and re~ched its 
peak 'in the 18th century. The great coaching inns provided luxurious ac'com­
modation for the wealthy, with superb banqueting and assembly rooms. 

Guildford grew up around the High Street and in 1066 the population was 
700 to 8 jo . In Tudor times this had risen to 1500 and by the 18th century 
had reached 2500. By 1900 the population was 9000. In the 18th century 
the town was essentially the same as it had been in the 16th, i.e. it con­
sisted of the High Street, with houses either side and gardens beyond. ' The 
development of North Street did not start uritil about 1739. Towards the 
end of the 18t4 ,century ,the coaching trade began ,to slump, although with the 
relaxation of the licensing laws in favour of ale rather than spirits, ale­
houses or public houses began to mushroom'. However, the 20th century saw , 
vast increases in High Street ratable values, pub~ic houses and inns became 
no longer profitable, and were demolished to make way for road widening 
schemes and new shops. 

An early map of 1823, covering the Guildford end of ,the Wey Navigat'ion, 
shows' many of the licensed premises in the High Street: viz the Ram, the 
Bell, the Three Pigeons, the Castle, the Rover, the George, the Bull's Head, 
the Red Lion, the Jolly Butcher , the Rose & Crown, the Angel, the Swan, the 
White Lion and the Half Moon. The sheep market was held in Guildford High 
Street on Saturdays and up to 30,000 sheep might be sold on a market day. 
This, no doubt, had a bearing on the number of public houses. ' The High 
Street was only 13 feet wi ~ e at Ram Corner until just before the first World 
War, 60 one imagines that traffic was badly held up on a Saturday. In 
common with mOf)t of the buildings in the High Street, ,many of the pubs have 
been refronted or demolished to make way for other buildings . The Half Moon 
was pulled dqwn to make way , for the building of Abbot Is ' Hospital in the 17th 
century. Guildford in the 17th century was said to have the finest coaching 
inns in England. The large coaching, inris were the Crown, the White Hart, 
the Lion, , the "Red Lion and the White Lion. The Crown was the oldest and 
was built in the 1480's. In the 16th century it W2 S in dan ger of falling 
down. ' In the 18th it was refronted. The site is ' now occupied by the ' 
National Provincial Bank"which has retained the Crown, and this can be seen 
above the entrance. 

Opposite the Cro,wn was the \vhite Hart, a magnificent inn with lovely ' 
dining room and assembly rooms, built in the ,early 17th century. It had a 
large jettied inn yard with its own "Tap". Tragically demolished in 1904, 
all that is left is the inn signboard, preserved in the ' Guildford Museum • . 

Guild ford has always had & reputation for staging lively Parliamentary 
elections, and prior to the Reform Act of 1832, the White Hart was Tory 



-- 3 -

Headquarters a n d the Crov-m was the Whi g Headquart ers. Elections coul.d last 
anything from - 14 to 21 days . Br ibe ry was wholesale and electors c ou l d go 
from one inn to the other in search of the l a r ges t bribe . 

Guildford ' c larges t coaching inn was the Ren Lion, with sta bling for 
over 300 horses and over 60 b~drooms . It stretched fro m nigh Street to ­
North Street with gar dens beyond . Charles 11 stayed ther€, as did 
Samuel Pepys when he was Secretary to the navy. 

The An ge l is the sole remaining coaching inn. It i s ol ~ , but the 
records have beer. los t and not much is known about it. Tnere -is a n early 
14th c entury underground buildin g beneath it mis t akenly c a lled The Crypt, 
and th e re is another on the other side of the Hi gh Street . No t much is 
known of the history of these underground buildings . The Swan Inn, built 
in the _14th c entury, r e novated in the 16th, oc cup i ed the next site . Swan 
Lane is the inn y a r d of th e Swan . Some of the Swan beer mugs are pre served 
in Guildfor d Museum . 

One o f the finest l ooking inns was the White Lion, built b e f"'r ,.. Uie 16th 
c entury a n d r efronted in the period 1890-1912 . The site is now occupied 
by Woolw~rths 2nd only the inn sign is left . Guild f o r d Museum has so me fin e 
painted plasterwork from the 16th century, which was saved fro m this fine 
old inn . The Half Moon was next to the White Lion and was known to 
Jane Aust en , who sketched the entrance porch . Many of thece fine old inns 
had extremely beautiful l~nterns over the main entr ance. Sadly, most of 
these we r e broken up in the late 19th c entury . 

In the 17th century the main road to Portsmouth went up th e Mount, and 
extra horses were required to pull c oac hes up the hill. These could be 
h ire dfr om th e Barl ey Mow at the bottom of the hill. Portsmouth would be a 
day to a day and a half ' s ride away and gu~des would b e hired to take the 
coach over Hindhead . 

Many other public houses we r e shown a~d described , but it would be 
appropr i ate to finish with the o l d timbere d f ami l y ho me o f George Abbot , 
the mos t famou s son of Guildford, who rose to become Archbishop o f Cant e rbury. 
It was n ear the old Friary Road bus station . 1 ft e r the Abbot- famil y 

, it was convert ed into the Th r ee Mar:"ners, and stood until th e mi ddle 
of th e 19th c entury. 

Tony Medl e n 

-----------------------
TUB T :~LBOT HOTEL , RIF,LEY 

The village of Ripley grew up a r ound a smal l cro ssroans on the ancient 
road from Kin~st on to Guildford a f te r t he monast ic bui l ding of the church 
in about 1160 a n d th e founding of Newark Priory just b e fore 1200. The 
village thus cate r ed princ i pally f or tra velle r s , and visitors to the Priory. 
One of the earli est i nns was the Talbot , whic h was a lr eady well established 
by the time the name appe'1rs in the j'.;anoria l Court Roll of 1580. Although 
the Priory had b een dis solved 41 yeers b e fo r e that, it is probabl e that the 
original Ta lbot started during ~he monastic period . It is believed that 
it may b e ment i oned in a document of 1453 which the Society has not yet 
traced . 

The hotel name is most likely heraldic in or i gin, coming from one of 
the- 15t-h -1 6th c entury Earls of Shrev sbur y , whose f amily n ame was Talbot and 
who were - p r ominent in Tudor time s . .~ T':tlpot is a liver-a nd - whit e spotted 
hunting dog, taking it s name from the fani ly, whic h doubtless bred and 
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popularised the breed. There are occasional references to the Talbot as 
"The Dog", notably in a catalogue of licensed premises in Surrey in 1636 when 
the landlady was one Anne Stanton (Surrey Archaeological Collections No . 19). 

By kind invitation of the landlord, Mr R-obinson, and the owners, 
J . & W. Nicholson & ~o (Holdings) Ltd of Chigwell, nine members of the 
Buildings Group inspected the structure on 5 November. The Talbot is on 
the South side of ~ipley High Street, towards the East or London end. It 
has. ~n imposing Georgian . :~; :r:. 7--;;..~: ~ f ' " ' .~ , ~':: . _- _: :'. lQ)::..c£_ ·- :,:<_. '::-...e ~:..:tlie 3t 
'. _ of the present building was found to be on the West or Guildford 

side of the arch. This timber-framed build extends the whole depth of the 
hotel and consists of a 20' x 20' front section with a ridge parallel to the 
road and represented by the main lounge at ground floor level (behind the 
first two sets of windows to the West or right of the arch), together with 
a very long cont emporary crosswing behind it and basically the same width, 
but 60' deep. The roof is in oak (some of it r e -used) and has butted side 
purlins not-in-line, typical of the 17th century. It follows that there 
was an earlier building than the present one, prqbably on the same site. 
The two sections of the early part of the hote l from a long rectangle 
stretching back from the road and may have simply covered the whole of the 
original plot. It is also possible that the front section may have 
originally extended further either way. The early parts are basically of 
two storeys, plus an attic between tie beam and collar. What appear at the 
front to be second floor windows are dormers with a ridge board, built out 
l a ter and incorporated into the facade. Rainwater from the front is taken 
out by way of a lead-lined gully through the roof to the gack . What has 
been referred to above as the crosswing is interesting in that the builders 
gave it from the start attic windows on th e long West side, not by adding 
expensive dormers, but by simply reducing the width of the building on that 
side, so that instead of the wallplates bei.ng at the ends of the tie beams, 
they come at the ends of the collars and t c.k e the place of the purlins, 
resulting in the eaves on that side being higher. Originally this high 
West wall was tile-hung (the battens are s t ill th ere as are the upper 
windows). - Before the 25" Ordnance Survey Map of 1870/71, e ground floor 
extension was built on the West wall for t~ e kitchens and roofe~ by the 
sim~le expedient of extending the roof fro 'a second floor eaves level right 
across to cover the extensio~ with a cat c~ide. Doubtless the tiles which 
were previously hung on the wall were used to cover this cat slide. This 
metho d of roofing resulted in an enormous yoid above the kitchen and the loss 
of the first and second floor windows on t h e West side. 

l t or not long after the time of the ~ain build, the front of the 
building was extended Westwards beyond th8 main chimney. The second front 
lounge (behind the third to fifth sets of windows) represents this build. 

The - passing of a Turnpike Act in 1749 , to amend the road from Kingston 
to Petersfield, led to great improvements in the road surface, resulting in 
fast stage coach traffic and doubt l ess iT_creased trade and prosperity . 
Prior to th~t, a day was required to trav el from Guildford to London, as 
noted in the County History of Manning & Bray. Certainly by 1769 the Talbot 
was a post oifice ~ (not in the modern sens e) and staging post, as the 
bill-heading published in SAC 35 shows. The charge at the Talbot for a 
fresh pair of horses to take the travell e r to Kingston and back was 13/6d 
in 1763. Faded lettering relating to t his type of use can still be discerned 
at the corner of the hotel on the Guildford side. It must have been about 
this time th~t the range of buildings o~ the London side of the arch was _ 
added and the fac.ade built. They are ~ ;hown on an On slow Estate Map of -1777, 
but the preeent banqueting hall appears to be a rebuild subeequent to the 
25" Ordnance Survey of 1870/71. 
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Gough's map of 1360 shows that this was then a (if not the) main road 
from London to ~i~chest~r and the West Country, but it was probably during 
Tudor tines that it developed as the trunk road to Portsmouth as Henry VIII 
built up the Royal Navy, and he doubtless travelled through; we know fora 
fact that Samuel Pepys passed this way, as his diary for ·1688 records him 
hiring one guide at Cobham and another to take him over Hindhead. Nelson 
likewise may have passed through Ripley, but no evidence · has yet emerged to 
confirm the long~held b~lief that he would meet Lady Hamilton in the Talbot . 
Other well-known or notorious characters are sRid to have s~opped at the 
hotel, but the Society prefers not to give cred ence to this in the absence 
of evidence. The census returns of 1851 and 1~61 shows that the then land­
lord, George Metcalfe, combined his duties as an innkeeper with farming. 
In 1851 he had 300 acres, but only one bOa r<i2r, a lady fund-holder from 
Norfolk . In 1~61 he was down to 250 acres, but had 12 visitors; these 
included two East India merchants, Richard Cook-Coles.&Frederic Hisbit-Lake, 
a ship broker , a foreign banker and four domestic servants. 

The completion 0f the railway to Portsmouth in 1845 spelled the end of 
the coach trade. Inde~d t . J. Munby, the Victorian diarist , records that 
it was down from 27 . coaches a day through Cobham at its peak in the 18 ·") ' s 
to one carter per we ek from London to Ripley in the 1860's • . Munby himself 
stayed at the Talbot in 1863 and described it as "a fine old coaching Inn 
of forty years ago, still vigorous and reputable, though the road is 
deserted". G. C. Harper, in the 1895 edition of his book, "The Portsmouth 
Road", wrote "A few .years ago .. ..• the Talbot ·was closed and given over to 
solitude and · 'miCe." Trade picked up with the development of the high 
bicycle i n the 1870's and wheelmen came to Ripley in unbelievable numbers . 
The Talbot, the Anchor and the nearhF Hautboy & Fiddle (as it then was) at 
Ockham all · seemed equally popular at that time, and one writer in 1a79 
recorded in · "Bicycling News" that Ripley could not accommodate him in Whit 
week, being full of "London men" . The Talbot was the country HQ of the 
Civil Service Cycling Club at one stage . Following the cyclists from about 
the turn of the century, motorists helped to maintain the business, although 
a Return of Surrey Licensed Houses for 1904, filed in County Record .Office, 
records that the Telbot still had stabling for 25 horses, more than any other 
premises in the area, but only ten bedrooms. The Talbot has been a subject 
for artists, and among those who have depicted it are Cecil Alldin and 
Frank Patterson, the cycling artist . 

Les Bowe rman 

l'1. INER .\L EXTR.:.C TION 

Part IV in a Series of Occasi0nel Notes 

Previous notes in this series appeared in Newsletters 28, 36 and ~1, 
with supplementary notes in No. 43 . ~e will now consider the Prews Farm, 
Papercourt Farm and Polesden LAn e a rea. Unlike th e Potters Lane area , which 
was all sand, this area is basically grav el, which had to be geparated into. 
s~no and shingle . 

In Part I we wrote inter alia about sand and gravel pits mentioned in 
the Tithe Apportionments of 1844 and concluded by saying that the 
Apportionments refer to " ... a gravel pit on an 18 acre site near Prews Farm, 
but not yet identified by this writer ." It has since been realised, tha?ks 
to the work · on the Tithe Apportionments carried out by 
Bette and John Slatford, that this was on the West of the lane along which 
the boundary between Send and Ripley runs, shown as part of Tannez:y Lax:e on 
the OS maps and running from Papercourt Farm in the North to the Junctlon 
with pole;'den Lane in the South . It \'I1a6 the Eastern half of the site 
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described in some detail at Newsletter 49/4 (r eferenc e 035563). In 1844 
it was owned by the 3rd Earl of Onslow and occupied by Robert Daws, farmer 
and brickmaker of Ripley Kil ns . It was arable at that time and does not 
appear to have been exc avated to any g r eat extent un t il r -ecent years. Our 
member, ~red Hookins, to whom I am indebted for mu ch of the detail for these 
notes, recalls that up until about 1960 there was a depr e ssion extending for 
two to three acres at the Southern end of the site. This was referred to 
as the "old sand pit ". The rest of the site was to his memory o ccupied by 
poultry houses well spaced out, part of the for~er British Poultry Development 
run by Gordon Stewar d:; of "Send Manor" . It is perhaps justifiable to hazard 
the gu ess that the two to three acre depression nates back to th e time of 
Robert Daws' occupation. That is the only evidence of ext raction in the 
parishes prior to 1930. 

At Newsl etter 41/3 it was recorded that in about 1930 Stephen Spooner 
began e xtrac t ing at Polesden Lane . Harold Giles, Junior, recalls that it 
was in the c orner betwe en Polesden Lane and Tannery Lane, behind a copse of 
pines, where the washing machinery has been for a number of years. (037562) . 
Mx Frank Perrier of Potters Lane was one who started the site . They used 
circular ' hand sieves, not even inclined riddles. In 1931 Hall & Co Ltd took 
over the s i te , their first in Send & Ripley . Since they, or rathe r their 
suc c essor s, Hall Aggr egates Ltd, one of the Ready Mixed Concrete Ltd group 
of companies, are now majo r landowners in Send and Ripley, it may be appro ­
p riate to '?; ive a very brief summ::t.ry of their history, which is recorded in 
" A Century and a Quarter " by C. Dobson, publishe d in 1948. 

In -1~00 George Val entine Hall , then 15, l e ft his home in Horsham and 
walked the 18 mil;s to Merstham. The Rev lr/illiam Jolliffe found him a job 
in the J011iffe family quarries , which then produced s andstone for building 
and chalk whic h WBS burnt for lime . The mate rials were tra nsported by the 
burr ey Iron Railway, whic h W3S opened in 1803, with horse t r act ion . By 1824 
Ge orge Hall was able to lease the Merstham quarries . The rail trucks took 
minerals to Wandswor th and Croydon and returned with sea- borne coal, then a 
luxury fuel. By combining the trades of builder ' s merchant, which was 
active in the summer, with that of coal merchant , which was busier i n the 
winter, George Hall was able to keep his men and horses fully employed all 
year. In 1845 he died and his sons continued the business . By 1898 there 
were seven depots , the Head Offic e being ~t Croydon, and the fir m became 
Hall & Co ( Croydon) Lt d . In 1918 Croydon was dropped from the name. In 
the aftermath of the First World War, busi ness increased and the first petrol 
driven lor ry W8S bought in 1920. By 1931 the co mpany ha d 30 different pits 
::t.nd Quarri es . 

When Halls' pit ::t.t Mitcham became wor ked out in 1933, Fr ed Hookins' 
fathe r, 3.1so named Fred, who had been employed there, was drafted to Send 
& Ripley, ' a nd cycled the 21 miles each way from Mi tcham until h e obtained 
a ccommod3.tion for his family at Kingfield . The dista nc e would have been 
plenty eve~ for a sporting c yc list (which h~ was not), but the hours , 
worked - 7 am to 6 pm ( 8 pm sometimes in the summer) for a 6i day week - made 
ita supe rhu man feat, J:os sible only because his job, driving the mechanical 
digger, w~s r e latively sedentary. Fred Fookins , Senior, worked for Halls 
from the day when he l eft school at 14 in 1921 until the day he died . The 
first j ob they gave him was stone brealring with a hammer . Soon after h e 
start~d, p3.rts of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery were uncoverea (SAC 56) . The boys 
wo rkin~ a t th-e pit p l a c ed some of the sxulls' around the pit ;,md lit candles 
in them to the terror of the gypsy-type night watchman , who 8_11ege dly fled 
the s it e n~ver to r e turn. ;It W'1S alreAc'ly Hookins f dmily tradition to work 
fo r Halls- bec ause both Fred Seni o r l s father and grandfRther had been similarly 
employed . In the l atter ' s time at Mitcham they had one man at the pit fac e 
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with a shove l digging and throwing the material onto Po hand- h e ld sieve . 
The second man shook it into a wh e elb !':lrrow, ;'Ihich wh en full a third man ran 
up a plank to tip into a railway truck. 

When Fred:, Senior, came to Polesden Lane in 1933, it was to drive the 
mUlti - bucket mechanical excavator then in use; this scooped materia l both 
from the bank and from below the water level . The practice was to go ' down 
t?the clay level . A locomotive on a railwa y track towed the sand away nn 
~ skips up :-' i;'lrrp whence it Lu~ 3 '- ~ ::, p "d i'n,~ ' th e 621cl<-:l"rff t}or l'-res . On on eC:f)cc :Js:l n in 

th r: 'oar 1'1 days -; gypsy CClmc f '1 r a -::"o i: d wi th a'h-"fr$ [~1cl"?:Jf;a.wn1· c&!"t "·· - . 
and the force of the sand dTopp.ing from the skip lifted the horse clean off 
the ground . ... It-"-1-s ' beli-eved that this was the first pit in Send & Ripley 
where the materiRl was not loaded by hand . - - . 

In the 1935 - 37 period the l and based excavator was superseded by a 
multi-bucket floating dredger on two pontoons from Germany. Mr Bookins, 
Senior, was foreman on the dredger, which whilst on the w~ ter also washed, 
sieved and graded. The sand went down a shute on one side to one barge and 
the gravel down the other sid e to Rnother barge . _ A motor tug then towed 
the barges to a crane wh ere the material was unloaded into a first hopper, 
from 'where it was fe d by conveyors to the main hoppers for loading into 
lorries. It is believed that this was the first time a floating dredge r 
had been used in this country . 

During World ~ar 11 Hall & Co suppli ed and delivered 3200 cubic yards 
(approximately 4000 tons) of concrete every day for 150 days , under conditions 
of absolute secrecy, to build the l!J'Ttllberry" harbours which made the success ­
ful invasion of NormAndy by the Allies possible . It is likely that some 
of this came from Folesden Lane, but secrecy was such th"'t the employees did 
not know . 

Ih the late 1940 's, Halls used a suction pump at the Po l esden Lane pit . 
This sucked up sand and water and deposited it into barges , but did not grade . 
It was not very suc c essful, as the gr avel was too impacted . 

In 1950 Fred himself began e mployment with Halls, the fourth generation 
of his family to do so . There was still a Valentine Hall on the Board at 
that time. 

(To be continued) 
Les Bowerman . 

THE CHRISTMAS SOCI AL - 19/12/83 

This annual event once again proved popular and was attended by 91 
members . In addition to the excellent buffet accompanied by Alan Tinkler ' s 
special punch, the evening was further enlivened by ?- quiz. on loc a l builrtings 
arranged by Bob Gale . Prize s . we r e awarded- to -the winners of this local 
knowledge test, Ivy Sopp of Ripley and Mar:jo ri e Sex of Se nd . The 
Photographic Group h a d on display copies of old views of Send and Ripley, 
natu r a l history, and examples of the work of : . document~ p r eservation by 
the County Records Office. Once again the Society's exhibit at the Surrey 
Local History Symposium wa s on display for the b enefit of members unable to 
visit Dorking in November . The subject of this exhibit was the Na tional 
Schools of Send and Ripley . 

The Society records its thanks to Sheila Brown for lending some of her 
research materials on the schools and to Mavis Lake for loan of pictorial 
material and for helping to produce the l eaflet on the schools . John Slat ford 
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organised a r aff l e with many exc ellent prizes contributed by members, the 
p roc eeds going towar~s Society funds . Many thanks to the Catering Committee , 
especially Iris Watts a.nd M3vis Lake for p r ovi ding the table decorations, 
3nd Phyllis Bourne, Rita Goldup, Bette Slatford, Gloria Henson, and 
Ba rba ra Tink l e r and many others . 

who 
the 

Ken Bourne 

Ed i torial Note : Thanks are also due in no sma ll me asure to Ken Bourne, 
w~s deep ly involved in the photogr aphi c disp l ay, the Sy~posium display, 
school~ l eafl et , and the organisat i on of the soc i a l. 

N ,1TURJllL HISTORY 

Rep')rting on wild floHers in wint er at first may seem a bleak and 
unrewarding prospect , but if the sun shines i t is well worth v enturing out 
to explore the fi e l ds and hedgerows to see what is happening. Christmas 
Morning was mild (12 de gre e s C . ) and the sun occasionally broke through the 
heavy clouds, so a walk to Papercourt Pond (sometimes misleadingly called 
Mano r Lake) a long Tannery Lane, returning via Papercourt Lock , a n d the tow-
path , back to Hec th Farm, was embarked upon . I n case nothing e lse should 
be found, I looked first at the sever~l cultivated p lants in flowe r in my 
gar de n . There a r e a dozen or mo r e p l ants that p r e fer the winter io' 
bloom, and among my favourites are viburnum bobnantens e , with its fragrant 
pink flo we rs, and the winter f lowering Hi t c h hazel, hamamelis mollis , which 
as o ften as not flo wers on Christmas Day , the yellow straplike petals making 
a brilliant disp l ay . The part icu lar favourite of my wife, Phyllis , is the 
iris stylosa var (Ma ry Ba rnard) , the f lowe rs of which vary from pale to deep 
blue, three of the six petals bearing white st rip e s on eithe r side of a 
g r een/ go l d c ent r e line . (Some o f our membe r s may r ecall t hes e flowers were 
used a s part of the table de c or ations a rr anged by Iris Wat t s for th e Christmas 
Social . ) I t blooms from mi d December well into spring . 

The walk to Papercourt Pond produced no surprises on the way , except 
to r ecall that i n Nov em~er each year flocks of Canada gee se desc end upon the 
fields on either sid e of Tann " ry Lane in their hundreds to glean the remains 
of barley seed and eat the v e getation , thus putt ing on f at for the winter . 
They have now departe d , but on the pond were a number of wildfowl , including 
the huge le sser black backed gull and its smalle r c ousins, the black headed 
and common gull s . Duck were a lso present 'in the for m of t eal, coot and 
mallard . There were pochar d , too , charact eristic a lly floating away from 
the banks iisleep (heads under wi ngs) with o!1e .o!'_ two keeping wfltch . Al ong 
the banKs 'g-oat -willow was beginning -to show its catkins a nd clumps of gorse 
higher u p the bank were bearing yellow · fl owers~ Re.turning home , I not ic e d 
a white deadnettle in fl ower; ' this -member ' of the mint fami l y s eems to f l ower 
at any ti~e o f t h e year . 

Ke n Bourne 

sonE PERSON1L RECOLLECTIONS - by Mar ge.ret Bayl i ss 

I was int erested in the booklet, "Then and Now - a Vic torian hla lk around 
Ripley". Me mbf'rs mayor may not know that we lived in Ripley fr om Harch 
1928 to January 1935 in a bungal ow then called Eveline Cot, but now known 
by some other name . Is it Tho r pe Cottage? This WiiS two houses on the 
Guildford s i de of Mi l estone Close . 

The ' church was very An glo Catholic at that time . The Vicar was the 
Reverend Hea0ach . Late r the Reverend Mo r gan Evan Jones ca me . Goodman ' s 
School attended i n the mornings . Mr Phipps (robed) was the verge r . 
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The organist was Sidney Green . _ The lNesl eyan chapel .was under the Woking 
based R,evere,nd J~, J . Johnson and was ,in the charge, o f ':I l ay pastor named 
Tommy Tickle (I have r easons to r -emember him) . Stewards were Mr Worsfold 
a nd Mr Go~din, who waS gar de n e r at Ri.p l ey Cou~t. There- was Et Sundey School. 
The organl.st was Mr Noakes of Richard Gr:een ' s shop . ,Mrs Noakes was a Sunday 
School te3.cher. 

There was a shoe r epairing shop near the Green run by Mr Stiell . 
was at th e end of Rip l ey , not f a r from the RipleY- Ockham bridge . 

This 

~ attended A bonfir e on Ripley Green when ' the Rever e n d Headach (robed ) 
Came and Mr Gooqin, stewarrl of \"esleyan , lit a banger behind him , much to 
the amusement o f all, especia lly me ! They burnt Guy Fawkes and rolled tar 
barrels . 

St ephen Spoone r was Dad's brother ' s 
be baptise1 in St John's Churcr 
planted .the t r ees in Ripley Hi gh Street . 

A very happy new year to all . 

f ather-in- law - the first baby to 
He was verger 'at Send later , and 

.t. BRIEF HISTORY OF RYDE HOUSE , HI GH STREET , -qIPLEY 

Ryde House is an i mpos i ng Georgian bUilding. on th e Northern side of th e 
London end of Rip l ey Hi gh Street. Pevsne r desc ribes it as "delicate three 
bay l ate 18th c entury!! and one o f the " many minor attractions in Ripley". 
With the kind permission ' of the owners , Mr & Mrs Henderson , members of the 
Buildings Group have been able to (a) carry out a number of surveys of the 
property a n d (b) study a large numbe r of r e lat ed do cument s. 

We know from the Court Baron of 1669 that a Henry Harri s on or~~inally 
built a cottage on this site by e ncrda ching on Ri p l ey Gre en. He was order ed 
by the c ourt to pull it down and r estore the site . He obviously took no 
notice b e cause ' the f o llowing year he was f~ned by th e court and a gain ·told 
to pull his cott age down . It was , in fact, over o~ e hundred years before 
this happened; l ong after the Ha rrison f amily l e ft it . J ohn Tice of Woking , 
h~ving bought the co ttage in 1774, had it pulled down and built the house 
which stands today . He di d not live long to enjoy it, since his death was 
r ecorded in 1780. The hous e remains vir t u a lly una lt er ed , although substan­
tial additions were made during the 19th c entury. This r eport deals 
p rimarily with the 18th c entury bui l d . ."" _ ' 

The basic l ayout is that of a doub l e - fronted doubl~ -p~le p lan, that 
is two roo ms at th e front and ~ two a t the bac-k , - p-:toviding f ou r -principal ro oms 
on each fl oor. Two substantia l externa l chimneys, which r emain on each o f 
the end w::111s, served fir eplaces in each o f these r ooms , ::11though not al l 
o f them exist today . H the r ear of the hou-se is a 'c en tral dog leg st8.ir ­
case l eading to the upp er fl oor , ~nd beneath steps, l ead down to a c e llar, 
which extends beneath the whole of the r ear half o f the hou se . 

Cons t ruc t i on is of brick t hroughout, the wa ll thickness being 13~ 11 . 
The front is mainly gr ey brick with c ontrast ing r ed c oine r brickwork and r ed 
rubb ed brick lint e ls o ver the windows . The remainin~ walls are all of r ed 
brick . On the front and end walls the brickwo r k extends above the roofline 
to a stone-capped par apet . 

The t iled roof is double pit ch ed and hipped at both ends . Of high 
quality ~~nstruction, it is entir e ly in soft wood with the c entr a l valley 
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supported on a single beam . The latter , which iS ,about 12 " square , spans 
the entire width of the house; which is 32 ' 9" . -The position .o·f the roo f 
structure is unusual in that it is raised above the ceil i ng jo i sts to the 
extent of six c.ourse.s of brickwo r k : The raft'er? a,re .. hal f - lapped at the 
apex , withou.t A ridge-board, and ~the ,hip rafters are secured a.t wall p l ate 
l e~el by means of dragon ties across the corners . 

~n interestipg feature of the house is that there are no l oad bearing 
walls internally . Only the shell is of brick , with all par,tition wal l s 
being constructe~ of timber studding faced with 18th and p l aster. In c on­
trast to Hartley tntiques on the opposite side of . the High St r eet , the windows 
are set dee~ in the wall apertures, ie with reveais . The f r ames we r e 
originally all 9f the sliding sash type and ~any re still tn posit i on . 
These have the upper sash fixed ,' with only the lower half slidi ng up to open . 
This was the form of the early sash windows , which were im~or ted f r om the 
Low Countries from the beginning of the 1~th centur y,. Cer tain of the windows 
in the end wAlls " which are app r oximately half the size of those at the fr ont 
and at .the, rear, are bricked up . Close 'examination showed that this had 
been done after the house was built, presumabl y as a result of the window 
taxes . The c l assical front porch is surmounted by a pediment . and i s sup ­
ported on either side by a Doric style wooden cblumn . 

. ~ ... -- -" . 

I-t-'Was note'a" that'--ih"ree fire marks remain fixed to i:;he ou tside walls . 
One high up at the -y'ear of , ~h~ , JlO.use _c.Dular:1Gt -h-e i-dentifitfd , buT- at" the 
f r on t there is one placed by the Phoenix and another placed by the Sun 
Insuranc e Company. The latter ca.rries the nUi1lber 74870 , whi ch may be 
identifiable . : The various additions to the hou~e a r e ma,in l y on the North 
and East ,sides; From the documentary evidence it is believed that the fir st 
of these took place around 1830, when the p r esent kitchen a r ea , with bedr ooms 
and attic ~bove, were added . The posifion whe r e the or i gi nal r oor was 
extended over this area is evident , sincie thi l ater work incorpor ates a 
ridgeboard, a practice introduced around 1boo . 

Further research wil l be necessary to complete the h i story of Ryde House . 
~lr eady owner ship and occupation during the 18th c entury. and mu c h of the 19th 
century is known from documents, but the early h i sto r y of Ryde House Sc hool 
and 20th ·century ownershi-p is less well known . . The s c hoo l , whic h became 
an i mpo r tant feature of Ripley in the early part of this century , s t a rt ed 
here around 1b60 and later moied to the site where Gi bbs ' ~gricu~tural 
business now ·operates . 

John Slatfor d 

Nos . 5 , 7 AID 9 ROSE L!!.~E , RI:?LEY 

Rose Lane ( formerly Pook Lane) has been a t"horou~hfar e from eerlx days , 
lea ding fro m the priory at Newark to We~t Hors l ey and beyorid . The earli es t 
su r viving timber - framed house in the village , Vintage Cottage ( 15 t h c entur y ), 
faces this street on the East or London side . 

Betwe n Vintage Cottage and the Po r tsm'ou th Road to the North , the 
st r eet ' s frontage w~s eventually completel~built up with several c ottages 
havi ng acquirerl Georgian ~eriod fronts . ~n the 1960 ' s . al l the c ottages 
between No . 5 Rambler Cottage and the ' bakery on th~ corner . were c ondemn ed 
and demolished , making way for a pedestri an a-ccess to v~hi te Hart Meadow and 
a hut for the clinic . 

In December 1983 the Buildings Group , at the, invitation of the owner s , 
visited tha three cot{ages having the deorgi~n tronts . -. No . 5 , Ramble r 
Cottage, is ' owned by Mrs Powell , No . ? by Miss Hamilton, ~md No . 9 by 
~lfiss Ons l ow . 
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l ft ~r insp ection of the cott ages , qpd st~dying the deed s of Nos . 5 and 
7 kindly 'nade available , and discussi ons dr awing on the memori e s of village 
residents , the, Group has atternp~~d to p i ece tozether qn out line of the cha n ge s 
and developments that this r ow o f c ottages has unde r gone over the c en turi es . 
Much do cumentary inf'orm3tion r 'emains to be unearthed ,. and this could mo'dify 
what foll ows . 

The Eas t or gar de n side o f these c ottages reveals comp l ex roof slopes 
and exposed timber framing, suggesting ' ori gins muc~ eQ rli er than the 18th 
c entury fronts. 

Froill the timber fr aming still to be seen in the present cottages , it 
would seem that these have gr own a ro und an original house haVing a 30 ' 
frontage and a dep th o f 15 ', f or med of a 6 ' wide chimne y bay in th e mi dd l e 
and 12 ' wide bays on either side , marked ( 1 ) on the diag r am . The posit i on 
of this c-ent!_al bay i '6 "markea--by the - chimn ey stack bufn--wi thin i tand whlc-h 
can be se en between No . 5 and No . 7 . The roof of this original structure 
had queen post trusses at the ends and appar en t · 'crown posts o n either side 
of the c ent r a l bay; it was gener all y of heavy construction . The "crown 
'Oasts" had no brac es and no collar purlin . The weathe r ed corn er pos t, n ow' 
i nside tne kitcl1en o f Nc . 7 , measur eE! 11" x 11" . I t is evident fro m mortic e 
slots th~t at l east one of the intermediate posts is a beam re - used as a pos t . 
The absenc e of soot encrustat i on, the timb e r sizes and c onstruc t ion detail 
(throue h sine purlins and po~t and span 'walling~ co ~bin e ~o suggest a frame 
of r e - used timber, r e - f abric ated in the late 16th or early 17~h c e ntu r y . 
Th e timb e r may have come fro m an earli er house on the s it e . 

The ori6inal building seems to hqv e been divined into two h ome s soon 
afte r c onst ruc t i on , with t h e addition o f a two or more bay wing projecti ng 
at the rear ( 2) ; ?nd by dividing it across the mi ddl e , with a stair case 
rising in No . 5 against the division wall and a similC\r stair backing i t in 
No . 7 . No. 5 was subsequently extended to the North by one bay (3) , p roba bly 
in th e 17th ~ entury (this could have been a separate tenement) , and a cat 
slide roafed extension at the r ear follo wed l ate r . A small low two - stor ey 
extension ( 7) vJBS a l so built to r ep l a c e , in part , th e missing e nd' bay o f fne 
framed extension . This was demolished in the 1960 ' s , a lthough th e found~­
ti ons r e:nain, bounding v/hat is n ow 3. small courtyard . This s mall e xtension 
had its own stairway and may also have been a .separate tenement. 

Following th e fashi on of th e 18th c entury, a brick fr ont was added and 
a symmetry force d on the doors and ' windows wh ich bo r e no r elation to the 
structure behind . 

Nol 7, the South half of the original structure , wa s a lso e xt e n ded , but 
to the South, by fill i n g the gap (4) between th e original ['rOamed. -South VfI'3:11 ' 
anrl the fr 8med front part ~ f No . 9 . Thi~ infill (j ) on two floo r s was only 
11 ' de.ep . 

In t he 18th century No ~ 7 and No . 9 a l so had new .brick fronts, but had 
the front slope of their r oofs raised some three f eet 'to -give bett e r l i ght­
a n d head r oom to th e ir upstairs r ooms . The o l ~ ridge line of ~o . 7 was 
lower e d to c on for m to the new ri dge line o f No . 9. The r esu lta nt l e vel 
ridge s and high ea ves conceal some ingeniou s ca.rpentry '\iwrk 'wi tl'in the roof 
spaces , ~nd it says much for the adaptabi lit y of the o ri ~inal t i mber - fr amed 
metho d of c onstruction that ~t permitted this drast iq surgery . 

On the East s i de the 3.1terati~ns di d not work out so w~ll, due to th e 
different depths o f th e various 'parts , thus the roof of th e original building 
and a fo ot or mo r e o f the 11" x 11" c orn er post stand above the newe r slopes 
surrounding it. 
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I,ve have heard th:l t in the 19th c entury No . 7 bec ame the If George Tap" 
a ft e r the closure of the George Inn , and l ate r No . 7 . a n d Po . 9 were the 
Honeysuckle TeA Rooms and Sweet Shop . The smell of beer persisted unt i l 
r e c e nt times . 

In the garden of Ranbler Cottage (No . 5) is ~ well , now fill ed and 
cove r ed with an o l d millstone . This is probably the well r e f e rr Ed to in 
the Court Rolls, \<-lhe r e fiv e tenants shar ed the c ost of upkeep o f th e bucket 
and rop es . ,.t the turn of the century Ramble r Cottage had Ft dAiry at th e 
r ear, And Qutbuildinss in the present ga r den . The c ows were brought dir ectly 
in from 1,l/hi te Ha.rt Meadow (C obham Fie l d ) for milking . 

John Bartlett 

SECRETARY ' S REPORT 

Membership 

The follo wing n ew membe rs are welcomed : 

Mr & Mrs D. F-itzPatrick , Fiv e Trees, Fi e l d Way , Burnt Commo n . 
Hr & Mrs F . Crane , Pembroke , Tuckey Grove , Send Marsh. 
Hr C. Howkins , 70 Grange Road , Newhaw . 

Total membership consists of 104 doub l e and 70 sing;le subscriptions . 

The attention of members is dr awn to the fact that subscript ions are 
due o n 1 February . Membe r s paying b e fore the 1nnual General Meet i ng do so 
at the existing r ate of £1 ~ 50 for i ndividuals and ~2 for couples . It is 
not , at the t i me o f writing , known whether there will b e an incr ea se . 

Building Reports : It has been suggested that a h eavy di?t of technical 
building r eports in the News l et t e r can become a little mo not onous . In 
future , therefore , it is in tended thqt th~se r eports shall be ligh t ened b e fore 
they appear in the Newsletter , so that they hav e f 2wer technic8l de tails but 
more gener a l or social infor mat ion . Technical r eports will continu e to be 
prepared f or future r e f e r enc e and held by Tony Medl en ~s r e corde r for the 
Buildings Group . finy members who wou l d like to r e~d them should contact 
Tony at 11uir Houoe , Brooklyn Road , Wo"king ( Woking 60021) . It is proposed 
to p r oviie owners witb both r eports . 

Folk Memories Group : .. meetin g has been arranged for anybody interest ed 
in the work of this new Group . It will be held on Monday, 27 Februa ry , at 
8 pm , at the home of Barbara & ,Han Tinkler , Waggo n e r s , Send Ba rns La ne , 
Send . It is boned that o ffic ers will be appoint~d and activities planned . 

Natura l History Group : PlRns are afoot to r evive this Group , which has 
~reat potent i a li t i es . The Cha irman, Ken B6urne , accordin~ly invites a l l 
int e r ested members to a meet ing at Heath Farm , Tannery Lan e, a t 8 pm on 
Thurs08Y, 9 Februery , wh e n , as with the F olk Memories Group, it is intended 
that officers be appointed and activities plannad . 

. \.nnua l General Meeting : ~n agenda f or the .,GM, 0 be he l d at 8 pm on 
Tuesday, 21 February, in the Red Cross Centre , Sp,udy Lane, Send , is enclosp.d . 
Membe r s a r e asked t o make ever y e ffort to attend . J ohn Slatford ' s nove l 
s liae show o f date bricks on local buildings sounds i ntriguin g . 


