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CHRISTMAS MUFFS AND EASTER EGGS

@hen, as a.child in the thirties,--I used to-stay-in a gamekeeper's cott

in Cumberlapd, I was even then fascinated by a different pattern of 1:‘Lf§ge
%t Eggter ﬁlme, instead of chocolate eggs, we had our breakfast eggs boiied
in viclets, priwroses and ferns, so that each one came out stained with
dlffe;ent floral pattern. The cottage piz was home cured and t;sted a
deliciously of treacle. The sparrow-pie, however, filled me wi%h horror

ag I had seen the traps with small finches caught as well. The chief piéce
of furniture was a "press! with linen and clothes in the drawers below and
cheese, jam and sugar kept in the food cupboard above. One slept on féatner
"bags" made from the down and feathers saved after plucking; these bags had
to be shaken and turned each morning. There was a long journey down the
cobbled yard, past the pump, to reach the priv 'y, which was draughtily perched
over a running stream - it was a double seater, If the yard was muddy one
had to slip oneis feet into the thongs of wooden pattens. ' '

?biggs have chanred too from my own home days in Sussex. How many people
still pay afternoon callé and leave visiting cards?  Mothér used to leave

one of hers and two of father's, taken out of her mother-of-pearl card case.
In the afterncon the maid used to change her dress from brown-and-white to
black, with a frilly white apron and a cap with streamers. Wwe, as children,
wore underwear called liberty bodices and had leather leggings with rows of
awkward buttons. Qur bedtime was soothed with the sound of mother playingm
the piano, and with father singing "Pale hands I love besidd the Shalimar'.
We did have =z His laster's Volce gramophone with a trumpet speaker, but that
wes for special ireats, and we were somctimes allowed to clip the wooden
needles before we played = record of Caruso cx Dame Nelly Melba, recorded

on one side only,

While talking to a number of the older vesidents in Ripley, I have learned

a lot about life here at the turn of the century. One person in her nineties
used to expect a new muff every Christrmas to wear with her large brimmed
velour hat, Another person said that when she started work at the age of
15 she always wore glhirts down to the ground, trimmed with brush braiding,
to stop the wear against the stone floors, and at that age she had to wear
corsets, the stays of which were pulled tight either by someone else or by
pulling azainst the bedpost. Even tenunis and golf were played with long
skirts and full petticcats, and a hat anchored om by a hat pin. The hathing
costumes were considered very daring, 7ade of serge and down to the knees
with an overskirt, and with a large sa'lor collar, On the hLead was a mob

cap.

It was small wonder that there were sc.many laundresses in Ripley, and that
several buildiugs, such as the one belhind Cobhaum Cottages, were laundries.
It took aboul an hour to iron even onc petticoat that had gotffering, and
often three were worn at once. There was a form of washing machine in one
o0f the laundries ncar Ryde Farm, working rather like a bhutter churn. One
person I know still uses her flat iron, hested on the top of the stove, as
she feels more at home with it.

Furniture does not seem to have altered much, but it is interesting how many
households had =z piano and played it regularly. Someone does remember the
draping of the furniture, not only thie table but even the mantelpiece had a
clo*h on it with a fringe of hanging bobbles.

Jobs were different %co. An under parlourmaid told me that she had no idea
how to cook when she was married because she vas never allowed to go into
cook's kitchen, but acted as a go-between for the scullery maid and the
parlourmaid. One coclk-general, when given the menu for the day, was also
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given the exact guantities needed, so that no more and no less had to come
out of the store cupboard., ‘Her day started at 5 in the morning, ss she had
to clean the flues and get the range going for hot water. -

Tven shopping was different. The horse-drawn milk cart came round with milk
straight from the cows ‘in churns, ‘to be measured into the household jugslbj
little hooked measures hanping on the side - measures going down to half .a
gill." The procers had to do their own weighing and packaeing, the sugar into
blue bags, the biscuits out of:large tiné,_and the bacon haﬂfto be boned and
sliced by hand. Bread at the bakers had to be weighed, and sometimes an
extra bit was added or taken away - an incentive for the hungry young to do
the errands. On Sundays the baker's oven was used to cook people's joints

(I must find out how they knew one from the other). Some people walked over
to Woking to buy the meat which was sold off late on Saturday, because, of
course, there was no refrigetration. There was a barber's shop and, of course,
the blacksmith's. ; '

A great wany householde held family prayers beforé breakfast, The head Bl
the house stood near the table with the large bible in front of him, In the
larger household the servants, in their aprons and caps, sat on one side of
the room apgainst the wall and the family'sat on the othef. : '
Lours, at the turn of the century, were long, wages poor and amusements self
supplied, but most of the people I have spoken to seeméd to have enjoyed
their early life. ' :

These are only & few of the snippets that people have told me. "We would all
like to hear more about Ripley and Send in days gone by, so please may we
have some of your earliest memories, and those of your friends, in the
villages. ' ' S ' :
. " Jane bé?tlett. ' *

THE BUILDINGS OF HANPTON COURT

Notes of a Talk on 18 September by Mr Desmond FitzPatrick

Desmond FitzPatrick, a member of the Society, is an adult education lecturer.
at the City University of London with a special interest in the history of
sarchitecturs and buildings. He also has the rare distinctiecn of ceing a
Citizen of Lendon. :

He has developed a special interest in the English Barogue movement, which,
limited in scope ss it was, nevertheless produced memorable buildings,
including such examples as Blenheim Palace, Castle Howard, Seston Delaval,
Hampton Court and Greenwich. While the latter may be the greatest secular
Baroque building in England, Hampton Court qualifies, in

Desmond FitzPatrick's view, as the greatest and only serious Barogue palace
in this country. More humble examples of the English Barogue Movement are
scattered sround the country and, interestingly, may be found in monuments
within the parish church of St Peters, 0ld Woking.

Wren may be repgarded as.the architect par excellence associated with the
English Barcoue Movement and it wes under his guiding hand, fror 1689 to
4702, that Wolsey's erstwhile Tudor palace was transformed into its present
splendouf following earlier developments during the reigng of Henry VIII
(Base Court/Clock Court), Elizabeth I and: Charles II (Long Canal). It was
with the arrival of William and Mary on the throne that under their patronage
Wren began his great work of creating =z palace, embodying the essential



w 5
e%ements of the Barogque - a splendid.interplay of force &nd drama -~ and it was
w1t@ William's death in 1702 that Wren effectively:relincuishadlthe %ask‘ '
unfinished, leaving 'a building of myestery and dignity. The-}rince of Wales
and} as he later became, George II was the only ﬁanoverian and the l%st' o
monarch to use hawpton Court. The later Victorians took the ‘palace ;o their
hearts ‘and it was opened to the public in 1890. Desmond FitzFatricku i
described, with reference illustrations, Wren's original planaj which are '
avallable from his papers at All Souls. Cocllege, Tne initial céncept
envisaged the entire removal of the existing Tudor'palacé, except-fbr the
Tydor Hall on cne side’ of the Clock Court, which would form the entrance from
the direction of Bushey Park (Lions Gate).:. This would lead into the Privy
Court, a large court 5urrounded by the state rooms and private apertments.
The'lodg;ngs of the court officials were to be arranged around two courte,
ing%gding the Great Court. .The Royal Entrance, from the direction of
‘Hamptor Colurt Bridge, was designed to lead into the Privy Court and thence
through archways to the garden, affording a vista straicght down the canal.
The, avenue from Bushey Park, part of the original plan, wzs intended to lead
into the graat.court. The view of the palace, approaching it along this
avenue, has recently been rediscovered with the felling of trees as a result.
of Dutch elm disease. The Diana Fountain (in actual fact Venus) was relocated
to break up the uninterrupted view down the long Bushey Park Avenue.

Desmond FitzPatrick recounted the problems facing Wren in trying to impiement
his original plans, notably the guestion of providing sufficient space to

fit in all the required elements, especially to wmeet the needs of
accommodation.

However it wésufinally decided to build a more modest building, so that the
Tudor palace was not removed as originally planned and remained largely
intact. Desmond FitzPatrick went on to explain in detail the main architec-
tural features and the necessary compromises forced upon Wren in successive
revisisns.  “He referred to the thematic pediment-decoration -over the:porthole
windows (carved by William Emmett - see also the Royal Hospital, Chelsea,

and City of London churchesy itntended to portray Willianm IIT as Hercules
engaged in one of his labours: slaying the Nemean lion (representing

Louis XIV). ~Lagusrre wse rﬁspdnsible“for*ThE“window-pedimenthaintfng of

the labours of Hercules and the Four .Seasons. He drew attenticen to the Privy
Garden front as among the most beéautiful features of the palace. - He spoke

of fhe.deligntfully intimate nature of the relatively small Fountain Court,
conveying an impfeﬁsidn similar to that in an Oxford college. '

Illustratine several features, including the Clock Court with its Baroque
coiohnaaeuéhd the Wolséy Apartments behind, Desmond FitzPatrick referred to
the contribution made by the antiquarian architect rand assistant to Wren,
Nicholas Hawksmoor. ; i

Work on the building at Hampton Court stopped in two phases; the firgF in

1694 when Msry, its chief proponent, died of smallpox, then in 1702 with thg
death of William following a riding accident. Almost all work on the exterior
ceased and it remained as we see 1t today. The interior decorative work,

on the other hand, continued. ¢ SV

nust have presented an outlandish appearance with its

sharply contrastin@ Tudor and DLarogque styles,.its uneasy mixture of b:fcg. .
and Portland Stone. However the passage of ‘time and the effectg-qfdwefggerlng
have toned down the differences into a famidiar and l';ar.1:1101'1:701.1;_%.'_1 %fg ;. this
result is geen sc.often 1 this country it:/may almostibe consicerec an

At first the building
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architectural idiom peculiar to En gland. At the meeting point of the two
builds liberties were taken, even to the extent of truncating an oriel:

window - what price conservation then and what woulr the Historic Ruildings
-DEDaernPL T ' . have said? !
Desmond FitzFatrick outlined the main features of the interior,., Ingluded
amongst them of particular mnote is the King's Staircase, which probably
typifies most people's concept of the Baroque. The superb ironwork of the
balustrade is by the Huguenct, Jean Tijou (further examples of his ironwork
are v1&1bLL outC1le) and the wall and ceiling paantlnrsq ﬂPplCtan the batire
of the CauuarL, are. the work of 4Antonio Verrio, with outstanding trompc l'oeil
effects. The State Apertments contain a mixture cf rooms, some plain and

some ricnly decorated, as. presumably originally irntended., The King's Bedroom
and Dressing Room contain further magnificent ceilings painted by Verrio.
Grinling Gibbons was resnonsible for the fine carvings on the cornice and
around the fireplace. ‘The ceilling in the Queen's Bedroom was painted by

Sir James Thornhill, the only great ldfﬂqht ceiling painter this country
ﬁroduced; his work can also be seen af Gre»nw1cn

'ln 01051nz, Desmend FitzPatrick took guestions on a number of points,
‘including access from Bushey Park via the Wilderness Gardens, the brickwork
of the building, the full complement of residents at any tide, ceiling
painting on plester and Wren's method of supervising his work.

In spite of a delayed start through no direct fault of the speaker, this talk
was most certainly worth waiting for. Desmond FitzPatrick's erudition and
knowledge, expressed with clarity, enabled the audience to share his obvious

enthusiasm for this exceptional palace, which was intended to rival Versailles
and which is barely a quarter of an hour's drive from Send and Ripley.

Bob Gale Ui

BUILDINGS GROUF REPORT ON RIFLEY BAKERY'
(CORNER OF HIGH STREET AND ROSE LANE)

This property has been a bakery at least since 1851. From Xelly's Directories,
William Nagh was named as a baker in that year, The Geale family arrived

in 1853 and remained as bakers until just before thF_Fiyst World War.

Maurice Cdllins followed, ownhing the business until after the Second World
War. '

The site is believed to have had much earlier associations with baking. The
corner is fairlly certain to have been '"The Frame Plot" in Ripley (vide
Newsletter No 51). in a deed dated 16 April 1699 (Guildford Munimert Room
reference 94/3/%6(1)), Richard Joshua of Ripley, baker, granted to

Jeremiah Leggatt of Send, miller, for "three score snd ten pounds ... that
cottage ... lately new built called The Frame Plott'. E
With the kind permission of Mrs Jennifer Gorwman, menmbers of the Buildings
Group looked over the building on 2% August. From this preliminary study

it was seen that there are three distlncc pnrts with that in the middle being
the oldest, guite poseibly the cotta&e of 1699 already mentioned.
The ffont part of the buleiNQ (part A' on the draw1ﬂp) was appqrently built
as one with the grocers now-Richardsons Supermarket.  Although the latter

has had bay windows added to the upper floor, we know from a photograph taken
when the bakery wess owned by Geales thalt there were formerly flush sash
windows, with Georpian brick' lintels having a Cﬁﬂural kpystone. These w1ndow§
were similar to those still on the front and side of tne bakery shop. (Vide
Ripley and Send Then and Now at page 37.)
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The central part of the property (part 'B! on the'drawing)_uqs mich altered
probably in the éarly 1800's, ‘when the third pért'fﬁaft $C' bﬁ fhe ércwin“),
aF the rear was added. Until that time part B ap;enrs to héve beenua qgall
tlmbér—framed house of three bays, the small central bay enclosing the. i
original brick chimmey. When altered, a brick front to Rose Lane was added
and the West slope of the roof was raised by about' three feet, facilitafiﬁg
the provision of upper floor windows. It is quite likely that there were
none in the house,as built. Whether thers was’ an’ uppér floor then, and if
80 what it might have been used for, is open to question. Gertainiy 2o
Known tnat fully lined garret. rooms were sometimes provided havine mo natural
light, eg Hartley Antiques (vide Newgletter No a2, 4

The present staircase in the chinnéy bay was probably inserted”dufihg the
alterations in the early 1800's, since access to the roows on either:side

was previously obstructed by'the tie beams (now partly removed). If, there>
fore, .the unper floor had béen used, it would seem that separate ladder sccess
would have been needed for the bays on each side of the cnimney bay.' Ubstairs
in part 'B' there is considerable soot on one of the collars over the stairs,
It was deduced that this was the result of a lantern being hung there .over .

a lengthy period. ] :

Inside the roof space 2 small number of  the original rafters are still
present. Wven on those by the c¢himney there is no smoke blackening, con-
tirming' the view that the chimney was built with thne house. Where this
original rcof joirs the gable end of part: 'A', there is evidence on the
brickwork: that the latter was built before -the raising of the roof in part
e e : . ¥

Part 'C', at the end of the premises, is of interest because of the bread
oven.on. the. . ground. floor., Although -no longer used, it is -in excellent cop—
dition and clearly illustrates the traditional amethod of baking bread. The
oven occupies nearly the.whole-of the floer area of this part and may have
been built integrally with it, There are. tie-rods through the side and end
walls, securing the brickwork around the oven.

The oven doors ard frames are cast iron, the main door frame cerrying the
identity !'Kemp' & Sons, oven builders, 127 Stepney Green, K., London". Today
the bakery produces everything with modern eguipment.in » separate bakehouse
at the rear of the property. ;

The conclusions re=sched on the building overall are as follows:

1e Part 'E' was originally built around 1650 to-1700 (possibly the
recorded cottasze of that.period). 2 4 ) L

2. Part 'A' was built'in the late 47001s. :
5. Part 'B' was altered, and part 'C' was added, possibly =zt the same

time, in the early to mid 1800!'s. "
> 1 ~John 8latford

MEDIAEVAL HOUSES IN SUFFOLK

A recent week's holiday at Clare.in Suffolk proupts me to write 'a few lines
recommending this area to members who are particularly interested in medizeval
houses datiﬁg from' the early 15th century. . All within easy reach of Qlare

are such-villages as Cavendiseh (the siteiof the Ambrose vineyards and
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William de Weston. Lord of W. Clandon M.P. (1331-1354()

M.P. the yobnger,Sheriff of Surrey &
(1354 -1382C)

Sheriff for Surrey & Sussex in 1418

William de Weston.
Sussex

. William de Weston.

William de Weston.

(¥} Bl |
. v

John de Weston M.P. (2 - 1441)

5. Thomas Slyfelde of Slyfelde (1441-1471)

Anp Slyfelde. (widow of Thomas Slyfelde) = (1471-1487)
Henry- Slyfelde (1487 - ?) . . .

John Slyfelde (2 - 1531)

). Edmund Slyfelde, Esquire. Sheriff of Surrey & Sussex

(1530-1590)
1. Henry Slyfelde (1590-1598)

12. Elizabeth Slyfelde (1598-1602)

‘3. Edmund Slyfelde. Lord of W. Clandon (1602-1612)

+. Henry Weston, senior of Ockham. Gentleman (1612-1616)
5. Henry Weston, the younger, Esquire (1616-1638)

b. . Dr. Edward Weston (1638~ 7)

17. Henry Weston,Esqu1re Sheriff of Surrey & Sussex in

1661 (1661¢C)
18. Catherine Weston. (widow of Henry Weston X? - 1680C )

15. Jehn Weston.
Surrey & Sussex.

Sheriff of
(1680C-1711)

Esquire. Receiver General.

M.P.

20. Sir Peter King. Lord Chief Justice of the Common Bench later

Lord King. Baron of Ockham & Lord Chancellor (1711-1734)
21. John 2nd Lord King (1734-1740)
2. Peter 3rd Lord King (1740 1754)
23. William hth Lord King (1754-1767)
24. Thomas Sth Lord King (1767-1779)

5. Peter 6th Lord King (1779-1783C)
36. Rt.

7. Rt. Han Thomas 2nd Earl of Onslow (1814-1827)

i8. Rt. Hon Arthur George 3rd Farl of Onslow (1827-1870)

29. Rt. Hon William Hillier &4th farl of Onslow (1870-1911)
0. Rt. Hon Richard William Alan.
1. Rt. 6th Earl of Onslow P.C.

(1945-1971)
i2. Rt. Hon Mithael William 7th Earl of Onslew (1971-1984)
33. Major John Walter Molyneux-Child (1984L-Fresent)

Hon William Arthur Bampfylde.

Escheator for Surrey & Sussex in 1448.

S5th €arl of Onslow (1911-1945)

y@m/

Gentleman (1612)
Gentleman (1616)
(1639)

HenryiBaldwyn‘ Gentleman (1648)
Richard Heath Esquire (1661)
kichard Heath Esquire (1667)

gRichard Heath (later Knighted). (1682)

John‘Champlon
John Champion.

George Duncomb Esquire M.P.

Sir St. John Broderick (1686)
Nathaniel Sturt. Gentleman (1699)
Nathaniel Sturt. Gentleman (1711-1728)

John Chatfield Gentleman (1741-1751)

John Martyr. Gentleman (1780)

Hon George Lord Onslow & Cranley (lst Earl) (1783C-1814)

Juseph Pickthorne Gentleman (1790-1798)

Frederick Ferdinand Smallpeice (1873-1878)

Brian Turner Wooding. BA (Cantab) (1984-present)



production nf exdellent;wines),4Castle:quipgngmw(the masclve castle keep

over 100 feet nigh datirig Trom the 12th century has a magnificent banqueting
hall with a minstrels' gallery.and the largést. Norman arch in Europe), Long
Melfbrd? Kersey (not Visited.unfortunatelyg~but~by all accounts not to bé’ ‘
missed), Lavenham and many. others, rnot- forgetting Clare itself, The ‘casual’
visitor or the student .of architecture has the opportunity to enjoy what must
amouhp‘to an. unparalleled range of early timber-framed houses,»particularly
many fine early examples of _jettied construction: A4nother featureé common -
_in this area is pargetting; ie decorated external plasterwork.: All the vil:
“lages mentioned are jgems, but perhaps Lavenhan is.the Jewel in the crown:
standiqg(in the market place survounded by an astonishing homogeneity of old
timber-framed Lbuildings, with .the sagnificent Guildhall forming the T
centre-piece, creates an uncanny iwmpression of being transported back some
five hundred years - or being on a film set! Even all telegraph poles were
removed in 1967 and the lines hidden undergrqund. SRR IR

The oripin of many of -these houses, a considerable dumber of which are very
substantial and impressive and belonged to prosperous merchgnts, is associated
with the woollen cloth and weaving trade which grew up here in the 14th and
15th centuries and brought vast wealth to the area. . It also attracted an ..-
influx of Flewish weavers. ItVWas said that at .one time half the men in .. -
England wore tough Kersey cloth and a. similar: number of women Linsey-Woolsey
made in the village of Lindsey. L L : :

A trip to this area could not be more highly recommended ané can if necessary
be made within a day, using the M11 after passing London, or taking a S
combination of M25 from Reigate/M11. Wuch better, Lowever, to slow down. to
the pace of the local area and enjoy a week or two tlere, - Being relatively
flat, it is also an excellent area for easy touring by bicycle.: There are
many fine 0ld churches ang a rerarkable numrber of very attractive inns was
also noted. : C _ :

Bob Gale

SEND TANNERY -

Further to the notes on this subiect in Newsletters 56 and 57, Reg Giles has
provided us with further détails as follows: Toun Faitntull "of "5énd Road ~ """
worked at the tsnnery from 1931 until 1933 when Vr Johnny ashford ceased
operating the business and sold up.  The main who botght ™ the factory started

a soap making businessu,'Thisidid.notulast“longﬁahd[innabout 1936 engineering
work wss started with lathe turning, drilling, etc. A pr Docherty is believed
to have run it and lived in Tannery House tor sone years until after the
Second world War, when it was bought by Mr Hamburger. Another person who
worked in the tannery for many years was a Mr Wapshott. '

1 PLEA FOR AELP WiTﬁ LYPING

The work of the Docuwentary Group has reached a staze wherc we need help with
typing tne various records that have been transcribed. . we would: be very
pleased to hear from members able and willing to undertake some¢ of this work.

Most of the taske involve the baptism, marrinpge and burial registers, but
there are a rumber of others where at: present we have only: manuscript records,

Will any volunteers pleasc télevhone mée on Guildford 222107,
' o John Slatrord .
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"THEN AND NOw"

The Changine Scene-of Suf}ey-Life

As most membe¥rs are now aware, the book has been published on schedule and
already distributed to pre-publication purchasers and retail outlets.’
Réaction so far has been highly favourable. and all signs indicate that the
book h?S been well received. .It.is especially gratifying to note that it

has enjoyed an initial success locally. We are confident that this will
continug and hopefully be extended into neighbouring areas. Comment has been
madg that there are fewer pictures of Send than of Ripley, but this is because
fewér photographs and postcards of the Send area have so far surfaced. ' In"
the event of a second volume later being published, perhaps this imbalance

can be righted if the necessary material is forthcoming,

We were delighted to see such a good response to the invitation to the 'Yhook
launch' on Saturday, 3 November, at the Manor House at Send Marsh, In fact
it was almost overwhelming, but our hosts, Anne and Les Bowerman, coped
admirably. The Society is indebted to them for providing such a splendid
setting and excellent hospitality for the occasion.  The occasion was rraced
by the presence of the following guests, who are prominent in local history
circles in Surrey generally, namely Matthew Alexander, Curator of Guildford
Museum, -Shirley Corke, archivist at Guildford Muniment Room, Tiz Stazicker,
on behalf of herself and Dr Robinson, the County Archivist, from Fingston,
Pat Ashworth, Librarian at the Surrey Archaeclozical Society Library,
Professor Alan Crocker, Chairman of the Surrey Industrial History Group, and
Glenys, hig wife, who is Editor of that Group's Vewsletter, and Mark Sturley,
Senior History Master st the Royal Grammar “School and Guildford historian.
All of these gueste have been very good friends of the Society for some time
and we were very pleased to have them with us. 4 photographer frcm the .
"Surrey Advertiser" was also present at the launch. A photograph duly
appeared in the "Surrey Advertiser" in their edition of 9 November, together
with a press release issued by the subcommittee responsible for the book.

Flease Note: We regret that one or twd Yaulty copies of thé bock haveé been
discovered with pages missing or in the wrong order, If such books are handed
back to the Socciety they will, of course, be replaced by perfect copies.

Bob Gale

THE ALMSHCUSE, Including Further References to

RIPLEY CHURCH and NEWARK PRIORY *

In Newsletter No 58 we commented on the facts tnat the chancel of the churcb
was built eirca 1160, that it was referred to as a chepel or oratory in F199,
and that it, among other property, wss given at the latter time tc the
hugustinian Canons as enddwitent fol the Priory- - which wre-te be built afid

dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Glo;ious Martyr Thomas.

In 1219/20 the Prior wass granted by Henry III_the r;@ht Fm hold a fair on the
eve and day of 8t Msry Magdalen (details Manning & Bray, volume 5?. glso

.on the eve of this saint's day the Prior was wont to make a dlstylbutlan of
bresd, etc, to the poor of Ripley (Surrey Archaeclo? nal Collections, wolume
50, quoting notes by Captain Pearce).

An early 13th century deed in the Alfhorpe collection (inhéri?ed by

Lord Spéncer‘s family from Sir Anthony Browne, to whom the Priory land; were
granted by Henry VIII) recites the grant of a croft of land py

Geoffrey Le Dine (of Dunsborough?) "in soul alms to the Hospital and Brethren
of St Mary Msgdalen of Reppeley'.
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According to the Episcopal Registers of %15hop Wyknhﬁm quoted in the VCH,
volume 2, page 104, as'from 1382 the rrlur in certain circumstances was to
distribute te the poor at the gate of the monastery (sic) three pence to pray
for the souls of the foundere (of a chantry in the Priory). ;

When pondering over the origin of the Priory, we overlooked the fact (recited
in VCH volume 2 page 104) that a visitation of the Priory in 1387, instigated
by BisHop Wykeham, resulted in the reclpnatlon of Pricr Alexander Culmeston
and the acceptance of the res 1mnaTlon by Robert, Prior of Merton, At the
same time John Chesterton, one of the canons, was removed because of
"scandalous excesses" and placed in custody at Merton.

According to Captain Fearce's notes (S4C 50), in 1616 it was attested in a
lawsuit over the cwnership of the chapel that both before and after the
dissolution of the Priory in 1539 the householders of Ripley "had divine
service said for or unto them in the said chapel by a priest or curate found
by the prior), snd until the dissolution there was "a 1ittle parcel of ground
adjoining ‘the chapel (and) an almshouse used for the rélief of ten poor
people™ who were wmaintained there' and relieved by the prior.

Under the Letters Patent of 1544, by which Honry granted the priory nrapertles
to' Sir dnthony, part of the property wss charged, with an annual payment of
six pounds, to the curate holding office at the church or chapel of Ripley.

Edward VI' Chantry Commissioners reported in 15%9 that the chapel wes "builded
long tyme paste for an hospitall and sythen that time altered unto whiche
chappell the parochioners dwellinge nere there abought have used (for thir
owne ese) to resort to here thir dyvyne servyces",

The Manorial Court Rolls of Ripley & Send contain several references to the
almshouse between 1533 and 1678, =nd in 1709 Burley Fenn of Ripley Court
bequeathed the sum of £20 to thc Ghurckwardan of Send & Ripley towards making
an addition to the almshouse.

What are we to make of these largely and 1pp1rpntlv unconnected facts? The
following sugpgestions are advanced.

The evidence points increasingly to Merton as the mother church of both the
chapel and the priory. The dCClCath of Merton wus to the. Llesses Virgin,
and thie was followed for Newark with the addition of the recently martyred
Thomas. (The dedication at Dorchester- ~on-Thames, the otheér possibility as
mother church, was, by contrast, to the Saints Peter and Paul.)

Since the earliest references are toc a chapel or nratcory, we advance the
theory that the uriginal building of 1160 'was intended as a wayside sanctuary
or place of prayer for travellers rather than as a hospice, and the chanpel
association survives to this day with Chapel Farm. It way heve been dedi-
cated to St Nary Magpdalen from the uudff but if that were so it is surprising
that there appears to be no early mentlnn of the fact. St Mary Magdalen is’
most llﬂely to have been chaosén in 1219 for the fair because Ripley presumably
already h1u A conresting: with  BREE - BER A s i i s i e e G b

After the founding of the prieory,y. the practice-of .giving to the ponr soon
developed snd it seems from the Althorpe deed that at about the same time

the use of the chapel was variéd by the Prior so' that it became a hospice

or hospital where travellers and probably others in neéed in the neighbourhood
Were given uubtenanéc;iaL ig still the practice' at the Hospital of St Cross

at Winchester (vide NL' 37), and perhaps a roof for the night and some rudi-
wmentary mnedical'sttention as well. The exact'location of the hospice in
relation to the surviving chancel of the original build is not known - perhaps
in the body if there was one of the original building or nearby.
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At 8ll events it appears from the 1616 lawsuit, if the note is to be

: t : relied
upon, that by the time of the dissolution in 1539 there was = more formal

arrangement, with_qn almshouse on g small parcel of land adjeining the chavel
where ten poor prople (the Brethren) were supported by the Prior.
Unfortupately the charter, assuming there was one, does not anpear to have
survived. i 1

The statement in 1549 that the chapel had been "builded lons tyne paste for
an hospitall and sythen that tyme altered" is referring to %-building which
was then H00 years nld and is presumably the then traditional account of
the use to which it was put in the early days of the priory. "iltered" may
refer to the addition 4n mediaeval times of a nave to the single cell of the
chancel so that the "parochioners' could "here thir dyvyne sefvyces” in
relative comfort.

What then of the almshouse? The 1616 lawsuit referred to it being on a plot
adjoining the chavel prior to the dissolution. The Court Rolls cénfirm-ita.
existence before the dissolution and offer further clues to ite location,

We read that in 1533 it was opposite the copyhold tenement with carden of

John Wychher. After the dissolution there are several further references

to it, and the 1709 will of Burley Fenn indicates that it beth continued in
existence and that the churchwardens had succeeded the Prior as sadministrators.

48 regards its location, we learn from the Roll of 1542 thet the diteh of
Robert Giles (of Chapel Parm), which nzeded scouring, extended from the alms~
house at one end to Albery Grene (junction of Grove Heath Road with
Fortsmouth Road) at the other. In 1559 John Kyne, or Keen, who wae tenant

of what is now Mznor House Antiques, had his property defined as being
"opposits the Almshouse there". In 1590 his successor, Thomas Staunton, held
a tenement and garden "at the Almshouse there!. In 1605 Thomss Stanton,
Senior, and John Meriot were required to place 2 trunk or trough (a land
drain or gully? - perhaps giving rise to some of the tunnel tales) from
"Chapel Lande to the Almesditche,” and in 1678 James Champion of what is now
the Manpr House had teo scour his ditch flowing into Almesditche.

S0, the almshouse was on a small parcel of land adjoining the chapel. If
Robert Giles's ditch extended frem Albury Green to the almshouse, it must
have been beside the Portsmouth Road and traces of the fditch can indeed still
be seen. The almshouge, therefore, was on or near the main road. John Kyne
or Keen's tenement was npposite the almshouse. Taking all the above into
account, we.are forced to the conclusion that it must have bteen where the
"Anchor" now is. The 1590 reference to Thomas Staunton's tenement ek tha
Almshouse there" is perhaps slightly misleading. "at" in this context
gvidently means close to, near or by, rather than "in the same position as',
because the details of the entry make it clear that it was the =ame property
that John Keen had held.

These notes will be followed by snme historical notes on the dnchor and a
buildings Group report on it and the buildings asscciated with it.
bette Slatford and Les Rowerwman

THE HISTORY CF THE EVERSHER FAMILY

On Tuesdygy, 16 October, at Ripley Villsge Hall, the Society was given a most
interesting tslk by Mr John Dendy Evershed on his own family tree.

Mr Evershef ~ is from a West Sussex/Surrey family and his farber, who was from
Billingshurst, bec=zme master of Ryde House Boys' Schpol in Ripley until he
left in 1917. Dendy was the surname of his great grandmother, Mr Evershd
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talked first of the guest covering the work that. had gone into researching
the family history, followed by :the. results and thé conclusion from that
labour, ; '

The work had been carried cut over a number of years in four phases, Phase
1 was 1865 to 1926, phese 2 1929 to 1939, phase 3 1936 to 1977 and phase L
1977 to the preecent day. These phases represent the work done by the wvarious
members of the family who were interested in their pedigree, one taking over
where the previcus one had left off, Mr Evershe d nimself started in 1939,

Dendy Evershe d demonstrated how, from one original family, the net had become
widespread over the world, previously unknown members of theat family:
increasing the EvershedS s to thousands, from all walks of 'life. They were
found in New “esland, South Africa, A merica, Australia, Canada and many

other places. Practically all known Eversheds shave been -found to stem from
thie one fawily. The earliest known spelling of the name is Everesshede,
which is understood to mean boarts head. During the search the College of
Arms was able to produce a Grant of Arms and a pedigree back to the year

1500, Some 126 ®versheds , plus a number of cther relatives, are buried at
the Unitarian Chapel at Billingshurst-and there have been two family
gatherinss there in the past four years with hundreds of BEversheds: coming
from all over the world, PBefore one of his relstives died aged 93, she had
passed ento Dendy what her grandfather had told her, This meant centinucus
recellection back to the 1700's,

Wihen Mr Evershed . finished speaking and oguestions were ssked and answered,
the audience was invited to examine the enormous number of exhibits covering
the walls and tables, including family photogravhs, houses and the 66-foot
long pedigree chart on 24 large sheets. Dendy has all the facts so much at
his finpertips that when asked zbout any member of the family he seems able
to gquote from mencry the exact reference on nis chart. i

bhilst we may not all be as fortunate ngs Dendy Evershed din having such a
good start on the quest of family history, with a wonderful collection of
invaluable handwritten notebooks going back as far as 1864, pérhaps this
man's achievement will encourage some of our menberg to start tracing their-
own pedigree, so that there will be a written record of their special line,
to which future penealogists can refer,

Marie Timmings

SECRETARY'S REPORT
MempErship
We are pleased to welcome the following new members:

Mrs Adudrey Sykes, Kevan Cottaze, Clandon-Réad, Send, ...

Mr & Mrs Dolland, Talbot Cottage, High Street, Ripley.
 Miss D Hawkegworth, Crotters, 46 Newark Lane, Ripley.,. .

Mrg W ward, Flamingo,-Send Hill, Send, e

Mr & Mrs T dppleton, 4pple Trees, 45 Send Road, Send.

Miss B M Nokes, 18 Grove Heath North, Ripley.

Mr & Mrs R Hale, 5 Church Row, Ripley. £

Mr & Mrs C G Cross, Durslea Cottage, The Green, Ripley,.

Mr & Mrs 4 MacMillan, Vintage Cottage, 17 Rose Lane, Ripley.
Mr PP Rixon, 12 Rose Lane, Ripley.
Mr & Mrs B Poat, 16 Birtley Road, Bramley. ip42
Total meubership has topped 300 for the first time with 102 double and 98
single subscriptions paid.
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Volunteers for Archaeological Work in Surrey

The Surrcy drcheeclogical Society wishes to build up a list of pEuple:pre~
pared to assist with excavations er other archaeological work in the county
especial}y at tiwmes during normal working hours, They have asked if any o}!
our members would like to volunteersy " If you are interestéd, please send a
note to me at Send Manor, Rivley, ‘giving the following details: nawe, address
and telephone number, . when available (eg weekends only: every Tuesday; one
day a ‘week; afternaons), area of availability (eg within ten miles of Send
2nd Ripley), need for 1ift? Travel expenses? (Outside & certain area only®J),
type of work (eg excavation, field walking, 'initial processing, pottery etey
washing, marking, cataloguing, drawing of plans, finds; etc).: Brief details
of any previocus €xperience and other comménts, eg unable to carry out heavy'
work, should aleo: be added.'' The Gounty_ﬁfchﬁeoloﬁical'dfficer, David Bird,
will be grateful for any help we can give, The list, when compiled, will

be open to directors of archaeological work in Surrey to call on if they need
extra help. : t

St Mary's Church, Send, Restoration Appeal Fund

an appeal fund has been launched to raise £20,000 to repair and restore Send
parish .church, and wé have been asked if we can assiit. Although this is
not, specitically provided.for in our constitution, we have an interest in
seeing the oldest building in Send properly maintained and have accordingly
made a token contribution of £10. We have also promised to bring the atten-
tion of »ur mewmbers to this project and invite them to consider whether they
c€an assist, either by direct contribution or by organising some special event
or project to support the appeal. : ' :

The Annual Genersl Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 10th Annual General Meeting of the Society
will be held on Thursday, 28 February, 1985, at 8 pm in Ripley Village Hall.

Items for inclusion. on the Agenda must be received by me as Secretary, in
writing, before 31 January. :

Th&pfOTMQl businees of the evening will:be followed by rehorts from working
groups oan the recent work they have been doing on the history of Send and

Ripley. Sy ) L b e b i S A i o, T
o g Les Bowerman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, 28 November ... Buildings Group meeting at 8 pm at Little Ripley
House, High Street, Ripley:

Monday, 3 December .., Folk Meméries Group meeting at 8 pm at 183 Send Road,
Sand. ; _at _ ¢

Friday, 14 December ... Christmas Social at & pm in Ripgley Village Hall.
Tickets priced £2.50, obteinable in advance from Ken Brurne _
(Guildford 223028) or .other members of the Committee:  There will be =
Then and Now theme, and members =mre invited to attend in any costume
current in the past cne hundred vears: Offers of raffle prizes to
John Slatford .(Guildford 222107), please. 58S | S

Wednesday, 9 January ... Main Committee weeting at & pm at the Manor House,
Send Marsh. : AV

Thursday, 17 January ... Buildings Group meeting at & pm =t Muir House,
Brooklyn Road; Woking.
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Tuesday, 29 January ... Open meeting at & pm in the Red Cross LEall, Sandy
Lene, Send, when Chris Howkins will give an illustrated talk entitled
"Royal Tales of Surrey'.

Thursday, 28 February ... Annual General Meeting of the Society at & pm in
Ripley Village Hall, followed by progress reports by the working groups
on their studies of local history in Send and Ripley.

Tuesday, 26 March ... Open meeting at 8 pm in the Red Cross Hall, Sandy Lane,
Send, when the film "Tales of 01d Guildford" will be shown.

Thursday, 25 April ... Open meeting at & pm in Ripley Village Hall, when
Mr Jack Chinn will give an illustrated talk on the History of Brooklands.

Closging Date

The closing date for the next issue of the Newsletter will be Monday,
7 January.

SYMPOSIUM OF LOCAL HISTORY

The 19th sympcsium organised by the Surrey Local FHistory Cruncil, under the
Chairmanship of Kenneth Gravett, was held at Surrey Univereity on 10 November.
This was the first time that Guildford had been host to this popular annual
event. Previcuely the venue had been Dorking.

This year's theme was '"Surrey Churches'". 4s usual there was a very good
attendance and the standard of exhibits was excellent. OF particular note
was the small exhibit of copies of water colours from the J & E Heessell
collections by Lambeth Archives Department (see also the catalogue produced
by J C Batley and G P Moss, S48 volume 75 1984). 4s a result of the excel-
lent work by Batley and Moss, many societies were able to display water
colours of buildings appropriate to their exhibits from this collection.

Send & Ripley Histery Society mounted a display of photographs showing views
of Send Church, including an 1804 water colour by Henry Petrie (about whom
little is known), which is the earliest known view of the church. This is
reproduced in the Scciety's publication "Then and Now, the Changing Scene

of Surrey Village Life", available frcm local bookshops.

An interesting programme of talks complemented the exhibits. The subject
of the symposium was elequently summarised by Dr David Robinsen, Surrey
County Archiviet, through his learned discourse on the cdevelopment of
Christian churches in England between the pre-conquest to the Victrrian
periocds. Wr Mervyn Blatch, author of several books on churches, notably "A
Guide to Lendon's Churches', Constable, treated delegates with a brisk
authoritative tour around Surrey's churches, supported by excellent slides.
Last but by no means least Dr Derek Renn, Chairman of Leatherhesd & Bookham
History Society, spoke informatively, humorously and in detail about scratch
dials, a gonod example of just one of the many architectural appendages to
English churches which make their study so intriguing.

To summarise, a good day out, an opportunity to meet friends and other
sgncieties, and it is hoped Guildford will be chosen again for this event.
K H Bourne

Editorial Note: The Society is greteful tn Ken Bourne, its Chairwman, for
single-handedly preparing the Society's exhikit for the
symposium,







